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County Government and National 
Register Listings

• Historic Preservation Commission will review proposed 
listings or expansions 

• No local review except with demolitions

• “National Register” included in 7 county codes



Sites that have less than minimum lot size requirements for 
a district may be exempt and NR listing or eligibility is one 
requirement for exemption.

Provisions to convert a historic structure or site into use that 
might not otherwise be permitted in your zoning but only 
for properties on or eligible for the NR and listed on the 
County Register.

Archaeological reviews apply the NR criteria when 
evaluating a site. Archaeological review is applicable to type 
1 site plans, zoning map amendments, preliminary plans 
regardless if the site is NR listed or not.

Prohibits communication towers on land within designated 
or eligible NR districts or sites.

Part of the definition of “historic structure” in the zoning 
code.

Part of the development standards for the Planned 
Development Districts (PUD, MXD) that eligible or listed NR 
properties be evaluated for feasibility of preservation into 
the development 

Part of the application for a planned development district is 
to include listed or eligible NR properties



Demolition Review

• Any property 50 years old or older will be reviewed regardless if on the 
National Register or not.

• Staff reviews the property for historical, architectural, cultural, or 
archaeological significance.

• If significant, HPC will determine if it has unique historic value and if so, will 
work with owner to try and find an economically feasible alternative.

• If not determined unique historic value, demolition may proceed.



County Register Designation

• Owner must consent to the designation.

• Demonstrate property meets at least 1 of 10 criteria.

• Once designated, any exterior changes with the local designation boundary 
may be reviewed by staff or the HPC.

• Eligible for County Rural Historic Preservation Grant program and/or County 
Historic Preservation Tax Credit.



Rural Historic Preservation Grant
• Only available for County Register Property Owners.

• Properties on the National Register can apply but first must be determined 
eligible for the County Register and if awarded will be required to be locally 
designated.

• Can request up to $50,000 for exterior work.

• No match required.

• No limit on the number of times you can apply.



Historic Preservation Tax Credit
• County Property Tax Credit.

• Must be locally designated to be eligible.

• 25% credit based on qualified rehabilitation expenses (QREs).

• Exterior work only.

• Can be paired with State and Federal Tax Credits.

• Max of $7,500 applied each year for up to five years.



Case Study #1: Residential
Expenditures submitted for:  Eligible Work?

• Porch Rehabilitation
    

• Cellar Door

Total Expenditures Submitted:   $15,523

Final Property Tax Credit (25%)=  $3,880.75

Plus State Income Tax Credit (20%)= $3,104.60

$6,985.35
TOTAL CREDITS



Case Study #2: Commercial
Expenditures submitted for:  Eligible Work?

• New Roof
    

• Repair Stone Foundation

Total Expenditures Submitted:     $36,000

Final Property Tax Credit (25%)=    $9,000

Plus State Small Commercial Tax Credit (20%)= $7,200
And Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credit (20%)= $7,200

$23,400
TOTAL CREDITS



THANK YOU

Planning and Permitting 
Livable Frederick Planning and Design Office

Amanda Whitmore      Beau Lockard

AWhitmore@FrederickCountyMD.gov   CLockard@FrederickCountyMD.gov 

301-600-1147        301-600-1149

www.frederickcountymd.gov/historicpreservation
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