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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1972 Angela Davis is acquitted of murder, kidnapping and criminal conspiracy by an all-
white jury.  The charges grew out of a 1970 shootout in which four persons were
killed.

Benjamin L. Hooks was named by President Nixon to the seven-man Federal
Communications commission for a term of seven years.

The National Black Political Convention held in Gary Indiana.

Andrew Young and Barbara Jordan elected to Congress, first black representatives
elected from the South since 1901.

1973 Maynard Jackson elected mayor of Atlanta.

1974 Harold Ford, Memphis, was the forst black elected Congressman from Tennessee
in the history of the State.

Mervyn Dymally was the first black elected Lieutenant Governor of California in the
history of the State.

Alice M. Henderson of Atlanta, Georgia became the first female U.S. Army
Chaplain.

1975 William T. Coleman appointed Secretary of Transportation by President Ford;
second black cabinet member in U.S. history.

Elijah Muhammad, spiritual leader of the Nation of Islam, died in Chicago, Illinois.

General Daniel C. James, United States Air Force, became the first black four star
general and commander-in-chief of the North American Air Defense Command.

Arthur Ashe won the Wimbledon Tennis Championship.

Donna P. Davis became the U.S. Navy’s first black woman physician.

Julia L. Greer became the first black female to serve as labor arbitrator when she
became commissioned with the U.S. Mediation and Arbitration Service.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on October 2, 1975.

HRC urged to support rent controls

Speaking on behalf of Frederick, tenants who may be faced with eviction from their homes
in the upcoming months, Frederick NAACP President Lord Nickens asked the Frederick
county Human Relations Council (HRC) to support the NAACP’s efforts in arranging
emergency housing and lobbying for statewide rent controls.
The council’s reply to Nickens’ request concerning the rent control efforts, originated    several
months ago by the Council itself, was not disclosed to the public as the HRC went into
executive session for deliberation.
In other efforts on behalf of potentially threatened tenants, a meeting between Frederick
Mayor Ronald N. Young and the Human Relations Council’s Donald Date, Ernest Miller
and Seaven Gordon was held late last week.
In the meeting with the mayor, the HRC obtained Young’s commitment to discuss possible
agreements and meetings with area landlords and the Frederick Public Housing authority.
Young confirmed Tuesday that he had agreed to attempt to arrange a meeting between a
grievance committee of tenants and owners of Old Frederick Inc. owners of over 100 inner
city properties on which the rentals were substantially increased on September 1.
Young also extended his cooperation in attempt to have the local public housing authority
agree to set aside housing for emergencies involving evictions.
At the same time, Mayor Young said he ”does not expect any great magnitude of evictions”
this winter, pointing out that the landlords in question have willingly complied to all of the
city’s recent request regarding upgrading of the city rental properties.
Without knowing the HRC decision upon his request for HRC support in NAACP efforts to
respect to Frederick’s housing problem, Nickens lambasted the council for “doing more
harm than good” by “always projecting into the future and not dealing with the present.”
Nickens also criticized the HRC for delegating his request to the closed executive session
portion of their regularly scheduled monthly meeting Tuesday night.
“I do not think that should have been discussed in a closed session,” Nickens said.  “I want
to see the HRC Council restored to where it can act as an independent body, free of any
other county agency.”
Young offered city administration support to efforts on behalf of city tenants suggesting
that their interests might be best met by establishing an atmosphere of understanding and
negotiation between evicted tenants and their landlords.
“These people are looking for solutions to immediate problems,” Nickens said after the
HRC meeting Tuesday.
“Prices on everything are rising,” Nickens said pointing to the urgency of many tenants’
needs.  “It’s a farce to talk about the future when people are having trouble today meeting
all of their bills,” the NAACP president said.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on January 24, 2008.

Keep up the Fight
NAACP leaders discuss past and future of civil rights
As a child growing up in Cameroon, Guy Djoken read about Martin Luther King, Jr. and the
civil rights movement in school.
He and his friends started speaking against social indignities in the streets of their village,
Djoken said, using King and the larger civil rights movement as an inspiration to bring
democratic changes.
When some of his friends began to disappear, he said he had to move to the United
States.
Djoken, president of Frederick’s branch of the NAACP, spoke Tuesday night to students at
Mount St. Mary’s University about the legacy of King.
Djoken, joined by Lord Nickens, a former president of Frederick’s NAACP, talked about the
organization’s history and why it is relevant for young people looking to make a better
future.
Djoken said many students who came to recent MLK events, sparked by racially charged
incidents like the 2006 Jena Six case in Louisiana, have expressed a desire to get involved
in the community.
“We need to channel that energy,” Djoken said.
A greater degree of racial integration, gang violence and a lack of free time have
contributed to the decline of youth involvement in the NAACP, Djoken said.  Many young
people of the “hip-hop” generation, he said, are not cognizant of the struggles people
fighting for civil rights had to face.
When the NAACP was founded in 1901, Nickens said, members had to meet in Canada
because blacks were not allowed to “mingle or meet” in public.
Nickens said he has never forgotten he reason he joined the NAACP 76 years ago.  He
was 6 and moving with his mother from Virginia to Maryland.  A white train conductor
kicked him in the “slats” (the ribs), Nickens said, and his mother told him to join the NAACP
and fight.
Volunteering just a few hours of free time a week, Djoken said, would give young people a
greater sense of purpose, as well inform them of the issues affecting their communities.
Ananda Rochita, a freshman at Mount  Saint Mary’s, sic she was glad much of King’s
vision for an integrated society has come true.
Prejudices still exist, Rochita said, but in a more subtle way, which not many people talk
about.  Religion, Rochita said, is an example of such an issue.
Cynthia Paul-Blanc, a third year student at the Mount, said racism is not a big problem for
her.  Blanc said she would thing about joining the NAACP, but is pretty busy.  Electing a
woman to the presidency, Blanc said, is an issue she could see herself helping to realize.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick
News-Post publisher on November 23, 1945.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick
News-Post publisher on October 20, 1975.

Dr. Blanch Bourne
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The continuation of the Diggs Family History.  The Frederick News-Post articles
were used by Carolyn Ambush Davis with permission of the Frederick News-Post.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on April 28, 1960
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Congratulations to our new alderman
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Congratulations to our new Alderman.
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1976 Paul Robeson died.

Patricia Harris was appointed Secretary of Housing and Urban development.

Andrew Young was named by President Jimmy Cater, chief U.S. delegate to the
United Nations, becoming the first black to fill the U.N. post for the U.S.

Dr. Mary F. Berry first black woman ever named chief administrator of a major Ameri
can university, became chancellor of the University of Colorado.

Theodore R. Newman was the fist black named Chief Judge of the Washington, DC
Court of Appeals.  He is the first black to be appointed, in the nation, to head a state
level court system

1977 Roy Wilkins, Executive Directory of NAACP, retired after 22 years, succeeded by
Benjamin L. Hooks.

ABC’s television adaptation of Alex Haley’s book,  Roots, drew the largest audience
of any program in the history of television.

Dr. Wilbert J. Lesnelle was the first black named  U.S. Ambassador to Kenya.

Janelle Penny Commession became the first black to win the “Miss Universe”  title.

1978 Three  blacks, Maj. Frederick D. Gregory, Maj. Guion S. Bluford, Jr., and Dr. Ronald
E. McNair, were chosen by NASA to take part in the Space Shuttle program.

Humphrey-Hawkins full employment bill signed into law by President Jimmy Carter.

The United States Supreme Court ruled in a five-four decision that Allen Bakke, a
white, had been discriminated against and ordered his admission the California
Medical School at Davis - in addition, the Court in a five to four vote, ruled that race
may be a factor taken into consideration in an admission selection process in order
to insure a diversified student body.

1979 Franklin A. Thomas was named president of the Ford Foundation.

Donald F. McHenry was nominated to become U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations.

Richard Arrington was elected Mayor of Birmingham, Alabama.

Karen Stevenson, a 22-year old native of Washington, DC, became the first black
American woman to win a Rhodes Scholarship.
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Sotterley Plantation in southern Maryland to open its slave quarters to the public
by Jonathan M. Pitts, The Baltimore Sun, April 21, 2017.

When genealogist Agnes Kane Callum made her first visit to Sotterley, the sprawling St.
Mary’s County plantation where her great-grandfather lived as a slave, she was surprised
to learn that the tour included no stops at the 1830s era slave cabin that stands down the
hill from the main mansion.
In fact, when Callum, a Baltimore native who spent decades chronicling Maryland’s
African-American history, insisted on seeing the building, she found it locked with a “DO
NOT ENTER” sign across the door.
“For many years, the prevailing sentiment was ‘Let’s leave that whole subject behind; it too
difficult,’” says Nancy Easterling, director of Historic Sotterley, Inc., the non profit that
operates the 94 acre site as a living monument to the past.
Callum died at age 90 in 2015.  Sotterley Plantation officials will honor her life’s work
Friday when they open the one-room wooden structure as a permanent walk-through
exhibit.
At a ceremony expected to attract about 200 people, officials of the National Historic Land-
mark will dedicate the cabin to Callum, an obsessive researcher who argued that the
history of slavery should be studied and shared in all its details, not soft-pedaled or avoided.
After her initial visit, Callum spent years bringing relatives, friends and students to Sotterley
by bus (it’s about a two hour drive from Baltimore), then giving impromptu talks at the
cabin, frequently relating stories about the lives of enslave people she had heard from
family members.
By the early 1990s, when she became the first African-American member of the museum’s
board of directors, the nonprofit was allowing visitors to enter the cabin on request.
Over the past half-decade, Easterling says, official have attracted sufficient funding to
support a restoration, including signage that tells the story of the cabin and its inhabitants
as Sotterley researchers have pieced it together.
One of those researchers, education director Jeanne Pirtle, stood on the dirt floor inside
the building one afternoon this week and gestured to the artifacts that bring the space to
life   - a rough pallet of the kind inhabitants would have slept on, replicas of the fish and
fatback slabs they would have eaten, a rough-hewn ladder that leads up to a stuffy loft.
The cabin measures 16 feet by 18 feet, no bigger than the kitchen in some modern homes.
Between nine and 20 people lived in it at a given time - about the same number, Pirtle
says, that usually lived in the slaveholders’ mansion a few yards away.

29



Guest used to say it was amazing to hear that so many people lived in the main house, she
says, then be thunder struck to learn the same was true of the cabin.
Callum’s passion for revisiting the era of slavery didn’t always meet with approval,      par-
ticularly in the African-American community.  She was often told such a disgraceful and
painful chapter of history was beneath remembering.  Callum never wavered, arguing that
African-Americans’ enslaved forebears lived real lives, earnestly and courageously, and
that their stories should be shared - part to honor them, in part to ensure that no one would
ever live under such conditions again.  Easterling, who became executive director in 2009,
says Callum’s views eventually gained traction at an institution that, like others of its kind,
had long avoided addressing the uglier side of its past.
So much of the history of enslaved people has gone unrecorded, she says, that versions
of the past as told by the slaveholding class held a disproportionate influence, a imbalance
it has taken scholars like Callum decades to rectify.  Over the past 10 years or so, Easterling
says, Sotterley has reconfigured its mission with programs that relate its 318-year history
as an “integrated” story.
The “land, Lives and Labor” exhibit opened in a former corn crib in 2015, for example,
includes lists of the names of hundreds of enslaved persons who lived on the plantation,
many of them culled from the “property” records of those who owned the place.
“The Choice,” a living history drama Sotterley offered last year, used actors to bring to life
a little told chapter of plantation history: During the War of 1812, 49 of the 64 enslaved
people who lived there escaped to join the British side.  Scenes were set both at the
plantation house and in the slave quarters, allowing views of the war from multiple points
of view.  Visitors to the  site - and more recently to its website - can view a video version of
the play.
A “Slavery to Freedom” tour of the grounds and its 20 historic buildings also shares mul-
tiple perspectives.  And a “Women of Sotterley” presentation incorporates not just the day-
to-day details of the lives of the white women who helped run the plantation, but also those
of the enslaved women who did laundry, cooked and cared for children.
The cabin opening comes 45 years after Callum’s first visit.  Officials say they would
probably have taken the step years ago had they not been faced with two formidable
obstacles: the cultural entrenchment of a more sanitized version of its history and a dearth
of funding that continues to this day.  Subsisting without government support, Sotterley
relies on grants and other private support.
Sotterley’s last private owner, Mabel Satterlee Ingalls, created the Historic Sotterley
Plantation Foundation and opened the site as a museum in 1961, but left almost nothing in
the way of funding upon her death in 1993.  Three years later, a descendant of one of its
enslaved families - along with a descendant of one of its former owners - stepped in.
John Hanson Briscoe, a former St. Mary’s County Circuit Court judge who served as speaker
of the Maryland House of Delegates in the 1970s, was a longtime advocate of historic and
environmental preservation.  His ancestor, Walter Briscoe, had owned Sotterley - and
dozens of slaves, including some of Callum’s forebears - for more than 50 years during the
19th century.  When the historic site was threatened with closure, he decided to act.
He and Callum joined forces to publicize the plantation’s plight, and their mutually respect-
ful, sometimes jocular appearances on such national TV programs as the “Today” show
got the word out.  The National Trust for Historic Preservation named Sotterley one of
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America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places in 1996.  A History Channel documentary
brought Sotterley more attention, as well as just enough grant money to keep it going.
Sotterley was named a National Historic Landmark in 2000; Briscoe died in 2014.
Sotterley has spent about $4 million on renovations, operations, research and new pro-
gramming since 2009, easterling says, but supporters need to raise a least that much
again to keep it sustainable.  Pirtle says it’s worth the effort for the opportunity Sotterley
presents to keep visitors engaged in conversation about the nation’s slaveholding past.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on June 26, 1911.

Christmas present given to Genesis
from her Grandma Marty who lives in
Florida
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on March 1, 1988
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on February 14,  1972

Do you remember Monkey Ward?
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on February 6, 2007
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on February 14, 1976
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick
News-Post publisher on April 7, 1973

Reprinted with the permission of the
Frederick News-Post publisher on
April 1, 1963
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick
News-Post publisher on July 8, 1958.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick
News-Post publisher on November 19, 1979.
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1976 Paul Robeson died.

Patricia Harris was appointed Secretary of Housing and Urban development.

Andrew Young was named by President Jimmy Cater, chief U.S. delegate to the
United Nations, becoming the first black to fill the U.N. post for the U.S.

Dr. Mary F. Berry first black woman ever named chief administrator of a major Ameri
can university, became chancellor of the University of Colorado.

Theodore R. Newman was the fist black named Chief Judge of the Washington, DC
Court of Appeals.  He is the first black to be appointed, in the nation, to head a state
level court system

1977 Roy Wilkins, Executive Directory of NAACP, retired after 22 years, succeeded by
Benjamin L. Hooks.

ABC’s television adaptation of Alex Haley’s book,  Roots, drew the largest audience
of any program in the history of television.

Dr. Wilbert J. Lesnelle was the first black named  U.S. Ambassador to Kenya.

Janelle Penny Commession became the first black to win the “Miss Universe”  title.

1978 Three  blacks, Maj. Frederick D. Gregory, Maj. Guion S. Bluford, Jr., and Dr. Ronald
E. McNair, were chosen by NASA to take part in the Space Shuttle program.

Humphrey-Hawkins full employment bill signed into law by President Jimmy Carter.

The United States Supreme Court ruled in a five-four decision that Allen Bakke, a
white, had been discriminated against and ordered his admission the California
Medical School at Davis - in addition, the Court in a five to four vote, ruled that race
may be a factor taken into consideration in an admission selection process in order
to insure a diversified student body.

1979 Franklin A. Thomas was named president of the Ford Foundation.

Donald F. McHenry was nominated to become U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations.

Richard Arrington was elected Mayor of Birmingham, Alabama.

Karen Stevenson, a 22-year old native of Washington, DC, became the first black
American woman to win a Rhodes Scholarship.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on February 29, 2004
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on July 12, 2016.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on October 16, 2011.
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Peter Michael and Belva King at the
Frederick County Courthouse where
the John Hanson home  once stood.
There is a bronze plaque in the
ground commemorating the site.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on February 29, 2004
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The continuation of the Hall’s of Frederick, Maryland Family History.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on October 27, 1884.
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That was the 40th Reunion
and now it is time for the

55th Reunion
on August 18, 2018!

Save the Date!

Bowie - Thomas Reunion
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1980 Dr. Maurice Clifford became the first black to head a major non-black American
medical school, The Medical College of Pennsylvania.

National Urban League director Vernon Jordan was shot and critically injured.

1981 Noted Civil rights leader and former Executive Director of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, Roy Wilkins, died.

Wilberforce (Ohio) University, the nations’s oldest black university, celebrated its `
125th anniversary.

Samuel Pierce was confirmed as Secretary of Housing and Urban Development.

The Solidarity Day March in Washington, DC brought together 500,000 people in a
grassroots coalition protest against budget cuts proposed by the Reagan
Administration.

Dr. Bernard Harleston, appointed President of New York’s City College.

Death of Joe Louis.

Andrew Young, former U.N. Ambassador, elected Mayor of Atlanta.

Thurman L. Milner elected Mayor of Hartford, Connecticut.

James Chase elected Mayor of Spokane, Washington.

1982 The death of Leroy (Satchel) Paige, the legendary pitcher who joined the American
League’s Cleveland Indians in 1948.

President Ronald Reagan signed a 25-year extension of the voting Rights Act of
1965.

1983 The death of Eubie Blake (1883-1983), ragtime pianist and composer.

Harold Washington was sworn in as the first black Mayor of Chicago.

Lt. Col. Guion S. Bluford, Jr. became the first black American to fly into outer space.

Vanessa Williams became the first black woman to win the Miss American title.

President Reagan signed, into law, a bill designating the third Monday of January
each year as a federal holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

69



The following photos are from Beverly Hill Ford’s family photo album.  They offer a
glimpse into Frederick all the way back to 1900.  The captions are from the album.
Thank you Beverly.  If you have questions, you can call Beverly at 301-662-1869.

Nursing student

Alice Davis and B. Lawson, nursing
students at

Freedman’s School of Nursing John Edumnd Davis (brother)
and Alice Davis Brooks (sister,

outside the home place on
Bartonsville Road.
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Alice Davis Hill

Cousins - John Davis, Jr., Bert Hill,
Jr., and Vincent Hill at Prospect Hall

Katherine Bruce

Bert Hill with baby Vincent (6 months), on
steps of their first home on Bartonsville

Road, (March 3, 1937).
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Bert Hill, Jr. and Vincent Hill

Left to right: Vincent Hill, Grandmother
Elsie Hill Washington, Bert Hill, Jr.,
Front: Bevererly Hill (circa 1946)

Bert Hill, Sr. at Prospect Hall (circa
1945)

Bert Hill, Sr. with Vincent Hill and bert Hill, Jr.
(standing)
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Beverly Hill and Gwendolyn Crampton in the Hill’s
backyard at 19 West All Saints Street, Frederick,

MD (cira 1949-1950)

Miss Eunice C. Hutchins (1957)

Bert Hill, Sr., Peoples Drug Store
delivery person
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Anita Q. Bryand and Mrs. Alice DeLauter on
field trip to Washington, D.C. (1957)

The original Lincoln School, looking south-east
from Madison Street

Lincoln Hish School juniors - Will-
iam “Tommy” Walker, Beverly Hill,
Eugene Brown, and Larry Whiten

(1957)

Miss Elizabeth Brown, first grade teacher at Lincoln School
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The Rev. Ezra E. Williams at 19 West
All Saints Street, Frederick, MD (1947)

Gwen Crampton (standing) and Eliza-
beth Timpson (seated)

Left to right - Mary Hoy Butler and
Eloise Robinson

Left to right - Blanche Bourne Tyree, MD,
Loiuse Harris and Gladys Wolf (at table)

Harry Wolfe (back to camera)
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Center - Sonny Lee (facing camera)
Cynthia Lee (back to camera)

Charles “Duke” Wars

Alcone Carter

Three of the Matriarchs of Bartonsville
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Left to right - Alice Hill, Charlotte Davis

Ellen Nickens, Gwen Magruder, and Eloise
Robinson (standing), Alfernia Dailey and Elinor

brown (seated)
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Rose Chaney sent this information to us.  The publication attached to the link is very
good and well worth typing in all those letters.

Ribbon Cutting Re-Opens McCrory Store on Friday

Promptly at 9 o’clock Friday morning Senator Jacob R. Ramsburg and Mayor John A. Derr
shared honors in snipping the ribbon stretched across the Market Street entrance of the
McCrory Company’s refurbished self-service store, signalling the formal opening to a large
group of Frederick early morning shoppers, who had been gathering on the sidewalk on
front of the store a half hour or so before opening time.
Preceding the actual ribbon cutting, a short broadcast was made in which the local man-
ager, Stephen S. Langley, II, the district manager, and the McCrory Stores food manager
briefly explained the advantages of the new self service setup and extended greetings to
Fredericktonians.
A representative group of state and local officials and businessmen were on hand prior to
the opening Friday morning for a preview of the store, and were guest of the management
for light breakfast at the completely rebuilt luncheonette.
All merchandise had been attractively and conveniently displayed on racks, tables and in
bins.  The accent is on glass shelving and each item is plainly marked with the retail price
to facilitate handling at the checkout counters.  There are four checkout counters at the
Market Street exit and three at the Patrick Street.
Sales ladies were attractively attired in blue smocks.
Small folding canvas baskets were to be found in racks located strategically throughout
the store for customers who find they have made more purchases than they can conve-
niently carry.
Continued is the poultry counter which has been a locally leased department for several
years.  Numerous new items of merchandise have been added to the already big variety of
tis type of store, but probably the most eye-catching department is the gleaming chrome
fitted lunch counter, equipped with the most modern and sanitary facilities, where one can
purchase anything from a cup of coffee to a turkey dinner.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on July 2, 1955.
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The continuation of the Hall’s of Frederick, Maryland Family History.

This is the final part of the Hall’s Family History book that has been featured in several
past newsletters.  Many thanks to the Halls for letting us share their information with
you.

Richard Alexander (R.A.) Hall

Eliza J. Black Hall
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Do you have an event that Frederick would be interested in?
Send the details to Belva and we can place your notice in the newsletter.

301-662-9035 or beldking99@aol.com
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1983 The death of Eubie Blake (1883 - 1983), ragtime pianist and composer.

Harold Washington was sworn in as the first black mayor of Chicago.

Lt. Col. Guion S. Bluford, Jr. became the first black American to fly into outer space.

Vanessa Williams became the first black woman to win the Miss America title.

President Reagan signed, into law, a bill designating the third Monday of January
each year as a federal holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

W. Wilson Goode became the first black Mayor of Philadelphia.

The Rev. Jessee Jackson became the first black to be viewed as a serious
contender for the Democratic Presidential nomination.

1984 The Rev. Jesse Jackson successfully negotiated the release of U.S. Navy Lt.     Robert
O. Goodman, who was shot down during a U.S. air strike against Syrian
positions in Lebanon.

The death of Dr. Benjamin E. Mays (89), former President of Morehouse College, in
Atlanta.

The death of Count Basie (79) composer, pianist and band leader.

Anglica Bishop Desmond Tutu was awarded the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize for his
opposition to South Africa’s policy of apartheid.

The Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr. (84) longtime civil rights leader and father of the
late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, died in Atlanta.

1985 U.S. Rep. William H. Gray (D. Penn.) was elected Chairman of the House Budget
Committee, considered the highest rank ever reached be a black Congressman.

1986 The NAACP purchased, for the first time, a National Headquarters in Baltimore,
Maryland.

This is the end of “What Shall I Tell My Children Who are Black” compiled by the NAACP
Department of Education and given to Belva by Loid Nickens.  Would any reader like to
bring this information up to date?  We would be happy to continue including significant
Black History dates in future issues.
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Health Care in Frederick County
by Dr. Ernest A. Deitbarn

Medicine was first practiced in Frederick County long before the county had settlers, or
even had a name.  The area was an ideal place for the Indians, and was so prolific with
game that tribes repeatedly fought for its possessions.  The earliest recorded account in
1736 tells of a bloody battle between the Delaware tribe from Pennsylvania and the local
Catawba tribe.  According to the account, only one Delaware survived.  Each tribe had its
own “medicine man” who rendered care to its members.  These men might therefore be
considered to be the firs “doctors” in Frederick County.
With the arrival of the first settlers in the county, there were self-appointed doctors who
were actually herb dispensers and “bone-setters.”  They had neither scientific training nor
proper experience, but passed themselves off to the unknowing settlers as bona fide doc-
tors.
According to Scharf, in his “History of Maryland,” there were many “charlatans” attracted to
Frederick County.  They practiced the worst form of quackery, taking advantage of their
patients’ ignorance for mercenary purposes.
Actually, the entire country became infested with such men.  On May 9, 1754, it is recorded
that one Jacob Fouch had recently arrived from Germany and had settled in Frederick.  He
had no medical education, but advertised himself far and wide as “possessed of marvel-
ous power in the art of healing.”  He announced hat he could cure “Country Distemper”
(probably Typhoid Fever) in four weeks, and that he could remove a wen without surgery.
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He was one of many of the same sort which led the medical profession, early in the history
of the state and county, to bring about control at such quackery through legislation and the
formation of professional societies on a county and statewide level.
It was not until 1769 that the county had any medical men with any degree of knowledge or
skill.  Although Frederick County had been founded in 1748, and was originally comprised
of all of Frederick, Montgomery, Washington, Allegheny, Garrett, and portions of Howard
and Carroll counties, and although Frederick City was already 24 years old, having been
laid out in 1745, no qualified physicians had previously been attracted to the county.
However, within a few years after the arrival of the first trained and skilled physician, there
were many doctors who settled in the county who were very distinguished because of their
professional abilities, so much so that their fame spread far and wide.
The first such recorded physician was Phillip Thomas, who arrived on August 1, 1769.  He
was born near Chestertown, Kent County, Md. on June 11. 1747, the son of James Tho-
mas.  He was a pupil of dr. Thomas Vandyke, of Philadelphia, and attended medical lec-
tures in Philadelphia.
Dr. Thomas served as the chairman of the Committee of Safety of Frederick County during
the Revolutionary War.  He was Medical Purveyor of Frederick County from 1781 to 1783;
voted as an elector for Washington; was president of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty
of Maryland from 1801 to 1815 (see article on the state medical society); and practiced in
the county for 46 years.  He was married to Jane Contee Hanson, daughter of President
John Hanson.  He died at Frederick, Md. on April 25, 1815, at the age of 67.
The next doctor of record in the county was Dr. John Fisher, who also arrived in 1769, a
short tome after Dr. Thomas.
During the Revolutionary War, dr. Adam Fisher and his son John Smith Fisher, practiced
medicine in Frederick.  Dr. Adam Fisher was most active as a soldier and a patriot during
this war, and seemed rather to have served his country in that capacity rather than as a
surgeon.  It is recorded on May 7, 1787, while practicing in Frederick, that he advertised
vaccinations for smallpox “as low as any other physician”.  He died from a kick by his horse
at Reisterstown, Md.
His son, Dr. John Smith fisher, announced the moving of his office in April, 1806, from
Patrick St. to Market St., “next door to Conrad Shafer’s tavern.”
Another of the earliest county physicians was Dr. John Borgan, a Hessian surgeon who
had been captured during Burgoyne’s disastrous campaign, and who had been confined
as a prisoner in the barracks in Frederick.  After the Revolutionary War, upon his release,
he practiced in Frederick City and occupied a house on W. Patrick St.  he married a daugh-
ter of Harry Koontz.
Dr. John Tyler, “the celebrated coucher of cataracts,” was the first man in the United States
to operate on a cataract.  He resided in the house which is now the Rectory of the episco-
pal church on W. Church St. across from the Court House Square.  It was Dr. Tyler who built
the “spite house.”
He was born in  Prince George’s County, Md. on June 29, 1763.  He studied medicine
under Dr. Smith of Georgetown and then studied at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London,
England.  He received his diploma in 1784, but continued his studies as a pupil of Drs.
John Hunter, Fordyce, Pott, Baillie, and others.  He began the practice of medicine and
surgery in Frederick in 1786.  He was the first oculist in America, and quickly acquired a
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great reputation in Ophthalmology.
His reputation for operating on cataracts became so widespread that people came in great
numbers and from long distances to be “couched.”  A report of the day states that people
cane “all the way from Richmond, Virginia.”
(Note: The operation referred to as “couching” consisted of using an instrument and push-
ing it through the eye, causing the opaque lens of the eye to fall into the eyeball where it
would disintegrate.  It was a crude procedure often with serious complications, and fre-
quently unsuccessful.  However, it was the only method known in those days to help cata-
ract sufferers, and many persons there prevented form becoming blind by the famous Dr.
John Tyler.)
In addition to his success as an Ophthalmologist, Dr. Tyler was an officer in the Whisky
Insurrection in Pennsylvania, and was an elector of Jefferson.  He was one of the founders
of the state medical society.  Because of impaired hearing and age, he retired from prac-
tice in 1835, and died in Frederick, October 15, 1841, at age 78.  He never married.
Dr. William Hilleary was another of the county’s earliest physicians.  Born at Mt. Pleasant
on march 25, 1775, he was the son of John and Anne Perry Hilleary.  He studied under Dr.
Phillip Thomas for three years and then set up practice in the county.  He was one of the
founders of the Medical and Chururgical Faculty in 1799.  In the War of 1812, he served as
a surgeon in Colonel Ragan’s Regiment.  During his career, he educated many physicians
in the western part of Maryland.  He died on March 15, 1834.  Dr. Hilleary never married.
The first of many Sappingtons to practice medicine in the county was Dr. Francis Brown
Sappington.  He was born about 1760 in Libertytown, and married Anne Ridgley on Nov. 2,
1783.  He practiced in Libertytown until his death in 1839.  He was also one of the founders
of the state medical society in 1799.
One of the most active of the early physicians in the county was d. Joseph Sim Smith.  He
was born in Calvert County, Md., the don of Dr. Clement Smith, and grandson of Dr. Patrick
Sim of Prince George’s County.  He married Elizabeth Price, daughter of Colonel Thomas
Price.  Their son was Dr. Samuel P. Smith, Cumberland.
Dr. Joseph Sim Smith served as surgeon’s mate with the Maryland Line until 1780.  Fol-
lowing this, he was commissioned coronet in Armand’s partisan Legion, serving as such
until 1782.  Following the Revolution, Dr. Smith settled in practice in Taneytown, which was
then in Frederick County.  Along with the aforementioned Drs. Thomas, Tyler, Hilleary, and
Sappington, he was also one of the founders of the state medical society.  He was major of
Militia in 1783; a Censor of the medical society in 1803; and was ce of the Peace during the
years 1802-1807, and 1814-1819.  He passed away on Sept. 5, 1822.
Frederick County was fortunate in its early history to have had such outstanding medical
men.  They were all well educated, having graduated from celebrated foreign medical
schools, or at Philadelphia, and had been trained by famous men, such as Hunter, Cullen,
Rush and others.  They were all highly skilled in their profession, and were considered to
be some of the finest physicians in Maryland.  The active role that five of these men took in
founding the state medical society, which was dedicated to assuring that the people in the
state received care only form qualified physicians, gives evidence of their high ethical
character, and their concern for the welfare of Frederick’s people.
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Frederick woman, Treva Jackson Silver, climed the highest mountain in Africa.  This is
her article about her adventure.
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The continuation of the Diggs Family History.  The Frederick News-Post articles
were used by Carolyn Ambush Davis with permission of the Frederick News-Post.
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Witty, Caring Pastor Thrives on Community

The Rev. William H. Graham was recently re-elected to a second term as president of the
Frederick County Religious Coalition for Emergency Human Needs.  “The only reason I
got the job was because they couldn’t find anybody else.”
Known for his wit and humor, the rev. Graham, pastor of First Missionary Baptist Church, is
entrenched in the Frederick community.  “My humor helps me bring people to Christ.  No-
body wants a sad Savior.  God is a happy God.  We are a friendly church, a loving church.
We don’t mind hugging.”
The Rev. “Billy Graham,” as some people call him, said he is pleased to be a part of the
Religious Coalition “because the group really looks after those who fall through the cracks.
There are some people who need help other that the “normal services” the Social Ser-
vices Department provide.”
The Religious Coalition has its origins in people of faith who have become aware of the
growing human needs in Frederick County that are often unmet.  The coalition is com-
posed of individuals, families, businesses, and religious and civic organizations who seek
to bring human compassion to bear upon those unmet needs.
The Coalition coordinates donations of time, talent, money, food, and other resources to
meet the urgent needs of people in the community.
First Missionary makes financial donations to the coalition of 87 Frederick County churches.
“We donate to the Religious Coalition because that’s what my boss did,” the Rev. Graham
said, referring to Jesus Christ.  “Every time you saw him, he was healing the sick, feeding
the hungry,” said the Rev. Graham, who also participates in the “Christmas in April” pro-
gram with All Saints Episcopal Church.
The Rev. Brian Scott, executive director oshe Religious Coalition, said the group “is very
fortunate to have” the Re. Graham.   “He’s well-liked in the community.”  Church member-
ship in the coalition has grown with Rev. Graham at the organization’s helm, the Rev. Scott
said.
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The Rev. Graham is also a volunteer chaplain of the Frederick Police Department, a youth
mentor in a local middle school, a board member of Goodwill Industries and chairman of
the program committee for the United Baptist Missionary Convention of Maryland.
He also serves on the advisory council for the Trinity School in Frederick, a faith-centered
school for children in elementary and middle school grades, and is a board member for
Angel Flight Mid-Atlantic, an organization that provides no cost air transportation needy
patients who must travel to distant health care facilities to receive medical treatment.
The Rev. Graham holds bachelors degree in sociology from Morgan State University and
a master’s degree from Howard University School of divinity.  He recently celebrated 15
years at Fist Missionary baptist Church.
His most recent vision became a reality with the construction of a new $2 million, 2,000
square foot church off Ballenger Creek Pike.  “Even though the congregation is elated with
the new structure, the church is about people, not a building.  We’re saving souls.  That’s
what my boss will ask me when I get to heaven.
“He will not ask me how many write-up I had in The Frederick News-Post, or how nice a
church building we built.  He will want to know if we brought souls to him.”
The Rev. Graham said he envisioned a new church edifice five years ago, and three years
later, the church purchased six acres.  On Oct. 21, 2001, the members drove in a motor-
cade for the first worship service in the new church.  “This was one of the largest minority
building project in Frederick’s history,” the pastor said.
The church, built with expansion possibilities has easy access for the handicapped and is
equipped with a top notch sound system.
The fellowship hall can seat 200 people, and can be divided into four separate rooms with
excellent acoustics.  The building also has a state-of-the-art commercial kitchen, a nurs-
ery, offices and a boardroom.
First Missionary has a long history in the Frederick community, starting in 1773 when the
church was First Baptist Church, and was built on leased land.  On Oct. 5, 1791, the land
was deeded to the church.  The building still stands on the original land on All Saints
Street.
Originally, services were for whites only.  In 1861, the church began holding two services:
one for whites and one for blacks.  By 1869, only black people were worshipping in the
church.
On June 13, 1875, First Missionary Baptist Church was incorporated and the deed of the
church was given as a gift form the survivors of the former church.
The All saints Street church has had three major renovations: First, under the pastorate of
the rev. A. Fisher; second, under the leadership of the Rev. Thomas J. Houston; and the
third face lift in 990 was during the tenure of the Rev. Graham.
At the time of incorporation, there was a membership of about 40 worshippers.  That
number is now approximately 450, and growing.  The Rev. Graham said the church wel-
comed 41 new members in April .
“You have to have vision and a purpose.  God loves me.  I’m only successful because God
loves me.  I love this church.  The only person who loves this church more than I do is God.
I pick up cigarette butts, I vacuum and sweep if necessary.  And I love my children,” the
Rev. Graham said, referring to the church’s youth.  “They need role models.”
The Rev. Graham’s favorite Bible verse in 1 John 3:2: “Beloved, now are we the sons of
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God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear,
we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as he is.”  The verse, he said, suggests hope, “for
it doth not ye appear what we shall be.”  In other words, the Rev. Graham said, “As people
of God, our potential is enormous.”
What does the Rev. Graham want to remembered as?  “I want to be known as a pastor
who loved the community, a friend of the people.  I know how to act when I’m at City Hall,
or the State House or the White House, but I also know how to relate to the guy on the
street.  I want him to know he’s somebody made by God.  When I die, I don’t want a long
service. A one hour service will suffice.  I don’t want too much talking.  The life I live will,
and should speak for itself.”
The Rev. Graham and his wife Deaconess Doris L. Lewis-Graham, have three daughters
and three grandchildren.  Speaking of his wife, he said, “She’s the only woman that will
tolerate me.  She deserves a medal for having to put up with me.”

Kavonte is Belva’s second cousin.
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