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Back to School Time!
The Lincoln Elementary School PTA is looking for volunteers to work with students after school and
volunteer for classroom projects on the weekends.  We serve as a community organization for the
Lincoln community - 650-700 students and their families are directly served by our organization.
Contact Katie Nash at katiejonash@gmail.com if interested in joining us.
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1955 Roy Wilkins succeeded Walter White as executive secretary of NAACP.

Emmett Till, aged fourteen, kidnapped an lynched in Mississippi.

Marian Anderson was the first black singer to sing at the Metropolitan Opera House.

1956 Autherine Lucy admitted to University of Alabama, later suspended after the riot.

U.S. Supreme Court upheld lower court’s ruling banning segregation on public buses
in Montgomery, Alabama.

Mary Bell is first black woman to hold the office of President of a major
broadcasting company.

1957 Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) organized under the
leadership of Dr. Martin Luther King.

Congress passed Civil Rights Act, first since 1875, allowing federal government to
bring suits in behalf of anyone denied the right to vote and creating U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights.

President Eisenhower ordered federal troop to Little rock, Arkansas to enforce court
ordered integration of Little Rock schools.

The first city with a Fair Housing Practice Law was New York City.

1958 Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin In the Sun, first play by a black woman produced on
Broadway.

Ernest Green graduated from Little Rock’s Central High School with 600 white
classmates.

1960 Four students from North Carolina College of Agriculture and Technology
organized a sit-in in Greensboro, North Carolina; beginning of the sit-in movement.

Formation of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which
conducted sit-ins and voter registration drives.

President Eisenhower signed the Civil rights Act of 1960.
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Praise Team
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Reginald Brown, Jr. and Kristine Francisco
were married on May 22, 2017 at Quiet
Waters Park in Annapolis, MD.  Rev. Debra
Plummer officiated.  The bride is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Fancisco.  The bridegroom is
the son of Reginald Brown, Sr. and Rev. Debra
Plummer.  Following a reception at Yellowfin
Steak and Fish House in Edgewater, MD, the
couple left for Hawaii.  The bride and groom
are graduates of Frostburg State University in
Frostburg, MD.
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Obituary of Francis Simpson
From the New Market Journal - January 12,
1863.

Departed this life on December 25, 1862, in
New London, Frederick County, Md., after a
lingering illness FRANCIS SIMPSON, age
seventy-one, nine months and eighteen days.

Brother Simpson, the son of Basil and Sarah
Worthington Simpson, was born in Johnsville,
Frederick County, MD.  He had the misfortune
at an early age of seventeen years to lose his
eye-sight.  His eyes naturally weak from
childhood, were greatly injured as was
supposed by efforts made when a school boy
was made to gaze long at the sun, and though
surgical relief was sought, ultimate total
blindness was the result.  His father,
removing to Elkridge in the vicinity of Savage
Factory, soon there after died, the subject of
this brief memoir the possessor of a
handsome patrimony.  But Alas! with him the
loss of sight was the precursor of the loss of
worldly wealth, which was to him the greater
misfortune, as a young and comparatively
helpless family was thus left wholly to his own
necessarily inefficient exertions, for support.

Thus the dishonest of false friends and a
severe attack of illness had the effect for
several years to impair his mind.  He joined
the Methodist Episcopal Church about the
30th year of his age.  His religious life was
also, at times, chequered by occasional
periods of coldness, despondency and gloom.
It is probable when wholly himself, he never
entirely lost his confidence in the personally
availing efficacy of the Redeemer’s blood.
Though often from blindness and other
reasons, deprived of the privilege of going to
the house of God, yet it is doubtless his
desire to be a child of God.  He ever delighted
in family worship, and singing the praises of
God aloud was especially the solace and
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comfort of the last twelve months of his life.  His last words were, “my trust is in Jesus.”

His funeral was largely attended at Central Chapel, when a discourse was preached by
the writer from the words:
“And I will bring the blind by the way they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have
not known; I will make the darkness light before them, and crooked things straight.  These
things will I do unto them and not forsake them.”  (Isaiah, 42nd chapter, 16th verse)

May all of his friends and family meet him in heaven.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on April 9, 1958

NAACP Urges Registration
The annual register and vote campaign of the Frederick branch NAACP is under way it
was announced today.  This year the NAACP has the joint participation of some 14 Negro
churches and organizations in the campaign to get every Negro who is 21 years or over to
register so that he will be able to vote his choice in the coming election.

The president, Lynwood A Jones, Jr., emphasized that this campaign does not in any way
support or endorse any political figure or party.  People are asked to register and vote as
they see fit.

The Negro community of the city has been divided into sections.  The ministers of churches
and heads of organizations are serving as section captains and each has been assigned
a section.  Canvassers are knocking on every door in and effort to make sure no family is
missed.  It is hoped that the goal of 1,000 registered voters will be reached during this
campaign, Jones said.  To date there are 253 Negroes who have re-registered.

A “giant thermometer” has been placed on the front grounds of Asbury Methodist church,
Jones pointed out, showing the increase in registrants as they are tabulated.  It is hoped
that this will serve as a reminder for those who have failed to become bonafide voters.  The
dead line for city registration is May 9 and April 19, for the county.

The churches participating in the campaign are Fist Missionary Baptist, Asbury Methodist
and Quinn AME.  The organizations are Mt. City Lodge, Wm. P. Larkin Post 112, Frontiers
of America, Masonic Lodge, Mme. C. J. Walker Temple, Progressive Socialites, Lincoln
P-TA, Hobby Club and Eastern Star.

Gigi King
2nd Grade
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Have you ever wondered who the the William R. Diggs
Memorial Swiming Pool was named after?

Well here he is.
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Published by the National Portrait Gallery - Smithsonian Institution
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1961 Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. became the chairman of the House of Representative’s
Education and labor committee.

Thirteen “Freedom Riders” including James Farmer, national director of CORE, set
out for a bus trip throughout the South.

1962 James Meredith, escorted by federal marshals, registered at the University of
Mississippi.

Lieutenant Commander Samuel L. Gravely became the first black to command a
U.S. warship when he took command of the destroyer escort U.S.S. Falgout.

1963 Martin Luther King, Jr. opened a campaign against segregation in Birmingham,
Alabama.

Edgar Evers, NAACP field secretary in Mississippi, killed.

Four black girls killed in church bombing in Birmingham, Alabama while attending
church Sunday school.

W.E.B. DuBois died in Ghana.

More than 250,000 persons participated in the March on Washington
demonstration.

John F. Kennedy, 35th President of the United States, assassinated in Dallas, Texas.

Two black students, Vivian Malone, and Dave M. McGalthery, escorted by
federalized National Guard, enrolled at the University of Alabama.

1964 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Civil Rights Leader, won the Nobel Peace Prize.

Civil Rights bill, with public accommodation and fair employments sections, was
signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson.

Bodies of three civil rights workers found in grave under dam in Philadelphia,
Mississippi.

Riots break out in Harlem, Bedford-Stuyversant and Rochester,  New York, and in
Jersey City, New Jersey.
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This Anti-Slavery Jewelry Showes the Social Concers of Its Time
By Kat Eschner
smithsonian.com
July12, 2017

A few years ago, it was those silicone slogan brace-
lets.  Long before that, protest jewelry was a little
more artistic - but just as high-tech for its time.

The “Wedgwood Slave Medallion” was created by
a man named - you guessed it - Josiah Wedgwood.
He’s remembered as giving a name to an easily
recognizable style of pottery.  As well as being a
ceramics innovator, Wedgewood was an abolition-
ist who opposed slavery and used his business skills
to create an icon of that movement

“This medallion, first made in 1787, became a popular icon in the British movement for the
abolition of the slave trade in the late 18th and early 19th centuries,” writes the
Smithsonian National Museum of American History, which has one of the medallions in its
collection.  It shows a kneeling slave in chains above which the words, “AM I NOT A MAN
AND A BROTHER” appear.

The medal was created the same year that the Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade,
an influential part of the British anti-slavery movement, was formed, writes The Wedgwood
Museum.  Wedgwood was one of its founding members and his medallion became a key
symbol of that movements.

“The slave medallions were worn in hatpins, brooches and necklases and were also inset
in other items, such as snuff boses,” the museum writes.  “They were on of the earliest
examples of a fashion item that was used to support a cause.”

The enslaved man’s plea - “Am I not a man and a brother?’ became the society’s rallying
cry, writes the BBC.  Thomas Clarkson, another anti-slavery campaigner, recalled that “At
length, the taste for wearing them became gereral,” spreading - he believed - the campaign’s
message.

The medallion’s image was copied frm an image the Society had already created, writes
the BBC.  It represents a departure frm the neoclassical blue-and-white or black-and-white
pottery Wedgwood is most commonly remembered for, but it was made using the same
high-tech methods.

Wedgwood created a unique styule of matte pottery that frequently came in a pastel blue
color he also pioneered, usin a minerl oxide stain, Rachel Crow writes for Period Living.  At
that time, it was common for wealthy people to travel through Greece and Romne and
come back with “artifacts” allegedly from the clasical period (many were, many were not),
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and there was a general fascination with the Classical period.  Wedgewood jumped on this
trend.

Iconic in style, his pottery was also ahead of its time in consistency.  Wedgwood developed
techniques for measuring kiln heat and firing pottery that allowed for mass production,
meaning that his pottery was the “it” item for Brits.

Those techniques also allowed Wedgewood to make so may replicas of the medal, and
the popularity of Wedgwood’s neoclassical styling helps to explain why the protest jewelry
became so popular - although how much it actually did to abolish slavery in up for debate.

In the end, though, writes NMAH, the jewelry, along with antislavery pamphlets and peti-
tions, allowed British abolitionists to be “astonishingly successful in achieving their aims.”
Their strategies helped to create the modern strategies used to spread the word about
important causes - and the slogan bracelets, t-shirts and other artifacts sold by social
campaigners today “are the descendents of the Wedgwood medallion,” the museum writes.
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Martin Luther King and Gandhi Were Not the Only Ones Inspired by Thoreau’s
“Civil Disobedience”
By Kat Eschner
Smithsonian. com
July 12, 2017

Henry David Thoreau was born on this day 200 years ago.  A few decades later, aged 32,
he wrote an essay that fundamentally influenced twentieth-century protest.

“Civil Disobedience,” originally titled “Resistance to Civil Government,” was written after
Thoreau spent a night in the unsavory confines of the Concord, Massachusetts jail - an
activity likely to inspire anyone to civil disobedience.  The cause of his incarceration was
something which the philosopher found to be equally galling: he had not paid his poll tax,
a regular tax that everyone had to pay, in six years.

But Thoreau was not just shirking.  “He withheld the tax to protest the existence of slavery
and what he saw as an imperialistic war with Mexico,” writes the Library of Congress.  He
was released when a relative paid the tax for him, and went on to write the eminently
quotable essay that included the line “Under a government which imprisons any unjustly,
the true place for a just man is also a prison.”

While another line in the essay - “I heartily accept the motto, “That government is best
which governs least” - is also well known, it was his line of thinking about justice, when he
argued that conscience can be a higher authority than government, that stuck with civil
rights leaders Martin Luther King and Mohandas Gandhi.
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“Thoreau was the first American to define and use civil disobedience as a means of
protest,” Brent Powell wrote for the magazine of the Organization of American Historians.
He began the tradition non-violent protest that King is best known for continuing
domestically.  But there was an intermediary in the contact: Gandhi, who said that Thoreau’s
ideas “greatly influenced” his ideas about protest.

But it was not just these famous figures who rallied around Thoreau’s battle cry, writes
Thoreau Society member Richard Lenat: the essay “has more history than many suspect,”
he writes.

Thoreau’s ideas about civil disobedience were first spread in the late 1800s by Henry Salt,
an English social reformer who introduced them to Gandhi.  And Russian author Leo
Tolstoy was important to spreading those ideas in continental Europe, wrote literature
scholar Walter Harding.

“During World War II, many of the anti-nazi resisters, particularly in Denmark, adopted
Thoreau’s essay as a manual of arms and used it very effectively,” he writes./

In America, anarchists like Emma Goldman used Thoreau’s tactics to oppose the World
War I draft, he writes, and those tactics were used again by World War II era pacifists.  But
it wasn’t until King came along that the essay became truly prominent in the U.S., Harding
wrote.  Vietnam War protestors also came to use its ideas, and others.

Despite this later global influence, writes Harding, Thoreau was “ignored in his own
lifetime.”  It’s not even known exactly who paid his taxes for him, wrote scholar Barbara L.
Packer.  In an interview 50 years after the incident, the writer’s jailer recalled that he had
just reached home for the evening when a messenger told him that a woman, wearing a
veil, had appeared with “Mr. Thoreau’s tax.”

“Unwilling to go to the trouble of unlocking the prisoners he had just locked up, the jailer
waited till morning to release Thoreau - who, he remembered, was “mad as the devil when
I turned him loose,” Packer wrote.

352



353



Thomas Tabernacle Holiness Church of God, Inc.
517 South Market Street, Frederick, MD 21701
“LOL” Lessons on Love meeting held July 1, 2017
Speakers:

Brother Marcus Sampson, Jr.
Evangelist Rashida Moye
Missionary Evelyn Rollins

Thank you for always making Youth N Action Events important to you.
Your support means the world!

354



Home of Black Banker Pused for Historical Designation
by Sarah Gantz...Reporter The Baltimore Sun
July 14, 2017

Mable Smith, the owner of this home at 4423 Craddocl Ave. in Baltimore,
stands in front of the house once owned by Harry O. Wilson, a prominent
African-American banker in the early 20th century.

Baltimore - Mabel O. Smith has spent decades preserving the memory of a man whose name most people
in Baltimore would not recognize, but who played a significant role in its African-American history.

Harry O. Wilson, Sr. was a businessman, philanthropist and bank owner in Maryland at the turn of the 20th
century.  In 1917, he bought large tracts of land in Northeast Baltimore, built homes there and sold them to
Black families.  The neighborhood, Wilson Park, helped advance a growing affluent African-American popu-
lation in Baltimore at a time when laws prevented Blacks from buying homes in all but a few of the city’s
neighborhoods, even if they could afford to.  “This community was an incubator in being able to advance
colored people,” said Dale Green, an assistant professor of architecture and historic preservation at Morgan
State University.  “To be able to walk out your door and across the street as a performer, a doctor, a profes-
sor, it played a tremendous role for that community and their children, and their children’s children.”

A century after Wilson built the neighborhood near Cold Spring Lane and The Alameda, he’s finally getting
some recognition.  Baltimore’s Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation on Tuesday recom-
mended the City Council approve a measure to designate Wilson’s former home a historic landmark.  Smith
brought the home in the 1990s and spent years restoring it.  “I’m hoping it will give the neighborhood more
spark, make people want to participate more,” Smith said.  “The young people need to know a sense of pride
in the community.  We need to show them.”

Born in 1873, Wilson became a shoemaker, but traded that craft in to found his insurance business, Mutual
benefit Society, in 1903.  He was one of the few Black bankers in Maryland.  Wilson Bank was one of the few
that didn’t close during the Great Depression.

Wilson, who was the son of the city’s first Black school principal, became a philanthropist and advocate for
his community.  He called for Baltimore to dedicate more resources to Black students.  When he was invited
by a white neighborhood association to a meeting to discuss segregation, he responded in an open letter
published in the Baltimore Afro-American newspaper.

“Your letter was received today, but was evidently addressed to the wrong person,” Wilson wrote in 1924.  “I
am in no  (way) interested in the Madison Avenue Improvement Association and neither am I interested in
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segregation.”  Historian Philip Merrill, who has served on the city’s historic preservation commission, said
Wilson has earned the latter-day recognition.

“This is a story of hard work, where hard work and determination an honesty paid off,” he dais.  “He started
form humble beginnings, rose through the ranks to be a wealthy person who gave back and never forgot
where he came from.”

Wilson began building Wilson park in 1917.  He acquired the land from German-Americans who had been
unable to sell the property to white Americans because of the anti-German sentiment during World War I.

Historians do not know how much land Wilson amassed.  Green, the Morgan State professor, estimated at
least 100 homes in the area were built under Wilson’s oversight or bought by him and resold.  They suspect
he developed property far outside the neighborhood’s present-day boundaries - Cold Spring Lane and Wil-
low Avenue to the north, 43rd Street to the south, the Alameda to the east and York Road to the east and
west.  An advertisement in the Afro-American that year invited families to a new community “open to our
race” with 200 lots and six cottages “with all conveniences,” including hot water, heat, electric lights and large
front porches.  Lots started at $300; cottages went for $1,600.

Antero Pietila wrote in his bok “Not in My Neighborhood” that Wilson Park and nearby Morgan Park were
unlike the housing typically available to Blacks at the time.  “Most of Baltimore’s Black lived caged in three
main districts” in the eastern, western and southern parts of the city, he wrote.  The neighborhood offered a
suburban alternative to West Baltimore’s dense rowhomes for families with the means to buy property.

“It wasn’t like you became a doctor or a top entertainer and you could decide to go live somewhere else,”
Green said.  “Harry O. Wilson provided a choice.  “The neighborhood’s single-family homes, with front and
back lawns, attracted several luminaries: Jazz legend Cab Calloway, civil rights Lawyer William Ashbie Hawkins
and Nick Aaron Ford, a literary critic who helped establish Black studies as an academic field, all called
Wilson Park Home.

Smith and her husband moved to Wilson Park from Towson in 1956.  The newlyweds were enchanted by the
neighborhood, where they lived among teachers and other professionals.  The children all played together,
Smith said, and the lawn parties were “fabulous.”

But the neighborhood has changed.  The dirt road has been paved, the children have grown up and many
have left.  As original or second homeowners died or moved away, some properties have been turned into
rentals.  Smith and a small contingent of neighbors tried years ago to get the neighborhood designated as a
historic district.  Henashenba Hayes, who lives on Kenilworth Avenue, said a historic designation could
prompt residents to learn more about the neighborhood’s roots.  They could look up to Wilson as a role
model.  “Baltimore has a lot of history, but the young people are not aware of it,” Hayes said.  “All they see is
crime.”  But there weren’t enough neighbors who were willing to subject their properties to the more stringent
home improvement regulations applied to properties in a historic district to secure the designation.

Baltimore City Councilman Bill Henry, who represents the area, said designating Wilson’s home as a land-
mark could be a first step to making another attempt at establishing the neighborhood as a historic district.
“Even among people who feel like they know something about the history of the African-American commu-
nity, almost no one is aware of the relevance of Wilson Park,”  Henry said.  Wilson’s grandson, Harry L.
Wilson, said hearing about the historical dedication has made him want to learn more of his family history.

Harry Wilson, a doctor in el Paso, Texas, said his father, Harry O. Wilson, Jr., din not share many details
about their namesake.  Wilson, whose mother is Dutch, grew up in a mostly white neighborhood in Mont-
gomery County, he said, and had limited interaction with his father’s side of the family.  “Heritage is impor-
tant, and unknown heritage, not knowing abut your heritage, is a deprivation,” said Wilson, 72.  “It is impor-
tant for all communities, of all ethnic backgrounds, to do the best they can to preserve family heritage and
community heritage.”  Back at 4423 Craddock Avenue, Smith is pleased just to know Wilson’s legacy will be
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memorialized.  She remembers vividly the day she was out walking her dog, saw a sign that the dilapidated
home on her road was to be auctioned, and made the biggest impulse purchase of her life.

Smith knew little about Wilson at the time, but felt compelled to keep the home from being torn down or taken
over by an outside developer.  “There was just something about it that was like a drawing card,” Smith said.
“It drew me in.”

NAACP Urges Registration

The annual register and vote campaign of the Frederick branch of the NAACP is under
way it was announced today.  This year the NAACP has the joint participation of some 14
Negro churches and organizations in the campaign to get every Negro who is 21 years or
over to register so that he will be able to vote his choice in the coming election.

The president, Lynwood A. Jones, Jr., emphasized that this campaign does not in any way
support or endorse any political figure or party.  People are asked to register and vote as
they see fit.

The Negro community of the city has been divided into sections.  The ministers of churches
and heads of organizations are serving as section captains and each has been assigned
a section.  Canvassers are knocking on every door in an effort to make sure no family is
missed.  It is hoped that the goal of 1000 registered voters will be reached during this
campaign, Jones said.  To date there are 253 Negroes who have re-registered.

A “giant thermometer” has been placed on the front grounds of Asbury Methodist church,
Jones pointed out, showing the increased in registrants as they are tabulated.  It is hoped
that this will serve as a reminder for those who have failed to become bonafide voters.  The
dead line for city registration is May 9 and April 19, for the county.

The churches participating in the campaign are Firs Missionary Baptist, Asbury Methodist
and Quinn AME.  The organizations are Mt. City Lodge, Wm P. Larkin Post 112, Frontiers
of America, Masonic Lodge, Mms C.J. Walker Temple, Progressive Socialites, Lincoln P-
TA, Hobby Club and Eastern Star.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on April 9, 1958.

New Principal Scheduled for Lincoln School
Board of Education to name Head of Local Colored High School
Will be Successor to H. D. Pindell
Man With Full Principal’s Certificate Listed As Available

Appointment of a new principal of Lincoln High School, colored, this city, is scheduled to
be considered by the Board of Education at its meeting next Wednesday, it was learned
today.

Howard D. Pindell, who has been principal of the school for the past two years, has held
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the post under a provisional principal’s certificate.  Superintendent of Schools Eugene W.
Pruitt stated today.  It is expected that he will be replaced by a principal with a full
certificate.

Pindell was a teacher in the Wiley Bates High School in Annapolis before accepting the
principalship of Lincoln High School in July, 1936.  He was active in the interests of his race
at Annapolis and has continued this activity since coming here.  He has also made a
tabular study of the percentage of colored children eligible to attend high school, as
compared with those attending, and has been a leader in school matters.

Mr. Pruitt stated regarding the situation:
“When Mr. Pindell was appointed a qualified man was not available at the salary the Board
of Education was able to pay.  At the present time there are fully qualified men available,
and we have an opportunity of getting them.  The matter will be placed before the Board of
Education at its next meeting.”

Mr. Pruitt informed that sources close to Pindell had stressed his activity in behalf of
equalization of white and colored teaching scales, commented that he was unaware of
“any undue or unusual effort on Mr. Pendell’s part in this cause” and added that the entire
colored teachers’ organization is committed to the equalization plan.

Pindell is a graduate of Morgan College, with a B.S. degree. A masters’s degree is
required for school principalship..  Lincoln High School has an enrollment of 186 and the
salary of its principal is $1,100.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on July 8, 1938.

Lincoln Exercises

Commencement exercises at the Lincoln school were Wednesday night at 8:30 o’clock for
the elementary students and tis evening at 8:30 for the high school students.  Both
exercises will be held in the auditorium of the Lincoln school.  The students will participate
in the programs, which this year will carry out patriotic themes.  There are 28 graduates of
the high school.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on June 3, 1943.

Two School Hold Finals

Two Frederick County public high schools held commencement exercises Thursday night
with the usual pomp and ceremony.  They were Lincoln in Frederick with 62 graduates, and
Thurmont High with 63 receiving their diplomas.

The remaining two schools, Walkersville and Emmitsburg, both have their exercises
scheduled for today at 8 p.m.  Frederick, Middletown and Brunswick chose Wednesday for
commencement.
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At Lincoln high last night the senior class marched in to the tune of the “The Lord is Great,”
followed by the anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” by the audience.

Invocation was by Rev. Willard A. Williams, pastor of Asbury Methodist church, benediction
by Re. James A. Williamson, pastor of Quinn A.M.E. church.

The diplomas were presented to the seniors by Emerson L. Dorsey, president of the Lin-
coln P-TA.

The glee club sang three groups of selections, and spirituals and a hymn was sun by the
gospel choir.

Awards Announced
Awards and announcements were  made by Charles E. Hensen, principal of the school.
They were as follows:
The Danforth Foundation award in recognition of qualities of leadership, Alice Beverly Hill
and Edward Augustus Ambush.  Good Citizenship medal by the National
Society of the sons of the American Revolution to Alice Beverly Hill and James William Hill.
School club awards, Charles E. Henson, Chapter of the Future Teachers of America award
of $25 to a student planning to enter the teaching profession, Reba Kames Harris with
Edward Augustus Ambush as alternate.

Student Council award of $25 to a deserving senior who plans to attend college, Hilda
Elaine Lee, Edward Augustus Ambush, alternate.  Library Club awards for outstanding
work as student library assistants, James William Hill, a pin for two years service and Hilda
Elaine Lee, a pin for one year service.  Senior class awards of $50 each to a boy and a girl
based on character, service, cooperation and ambition, to Edward Augustus Ambush and
Patricia Ann Holiday.  Lincoln leader award of $50 for a student planning to enter the
business field, Peggy Louise Henson.

National Honor Society award to Hilda Elaine Lee, 140 hours of service.  National Honor
Society award of $50, based on scholarship, character, service and leadership Alice Bev-
erly Hill with Reba Kames Harris, alternate.  New Homemakers of America award in Home
economics to Alice Beverly Hill in recognition of outstanding achievement on the national,
state, and local level.  Miscellaneous awards - Award for one year of faithful and willing
service for Monday afternoon radio broadcast of Lincoln School news, Geraldine Virginia
Garner.  Certificate of award - A complimentary subscription to the Reader’s Digest for one
year in recognition of past accomplishment, but in anticipation of unusual achievement to
come, to James William Hill.

A citation from the Treasury Department of the United States Government for having sold
the most saving stamps for the school year 1957-1958, Hilda Elaine Lee.  Lincoln School
P-TA scholarship award of $100 to Geraldine Virginia Garner with Edward Augustus Am-
bush as alternate.  Frontiers of America award of $100, the first year and $25 each year for
the three remaining years in college, Reba Kames Harris, Alice Beverly Hill, alternate.
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Morgan State College scholarship, Alice Beverly Hill, $300 and Reba Kames Harris, $158.
Morgan State College supplementary financial aid grant in the form of student campus
employment, Alice Beverly Hill, $318 and Reba Kames Harris, $316.

The Frederick-Carroll Chapter Bowie Alumni Association award to a student planning to
attend Maryland State Teachers College at Bowie, went to Hilda Elaine Lee with Geraldine
Virginia Garner named as alternate.

Face Many Changes
“Boys and girls of our nation are its greatest natural resources.” Dr. Spencer M. Smith, Jr.,
professor of economics, University of Maryland, said in his address to the senior class of
Thurmont High School at commencement exercises in the school auditorium last night.

“Give our children something useful to do,” he urged as a solution to juvenile delinquency,
which he said had better be called “adult deliquency.”

In earlier times, children had responsibility of work; neighbors were the social security for
the early 1900’s; there was no mass delinquency such as we have today; there was no
retirement for the aged -  they had chores in helping the oldest son run the “home farm.”
Unemployment used to have something to do with morality - this is not so today.

The young people of today face many changes, he said, citing the family change with our
standards of living almost sheer luxury compared with that of our fathers, reduction of
drudgery made possible by the mass production of devices; shorter working hours, more
leisure time.

The challenges in world government are ominous, he warned the graduates, the Russian
challenge may not be a race of violence but of knowledge - never underestimate your
opponent, he said.  Freedom has to be won in every generation, he concluded as he told
the class it could not duck responsibilities - but must face problems of citizenship, or there
will be no jobs, vocations or professions.

The 63 members of the senior class marched in to “Pomp and Circumstance” played by
the high school band.  Invocation was by Rev. Philip Kulp, pastor of the Church of the
Brethern in Thurmont.

The speaker was introduced by Elmer K. Chandlee, principal of the school.  There were
greetings by dr. James a. Sensenbaugh, superintendent of county schools.

The diplomas were presented by Ross V. Smith, president of the board of education.

Directors of music were Calvin J. Wacker, band; choral, Mildred B. Trevett with Judy Stirling,
accompanist.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on June 6, 1958
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Lester Bowie’s famous band leader
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on April 9, 1958

White House Spurs CYC
Commendation from the White House spurred the Frederick County Christian Youth Coun-
cil to renewed effort Tuesday night as it entered the final stages of its project to send a
highly valuable shipment of purebred cattle to the people of Turkey.

A letter from President Eisenhower to 17-year-old Beverly Hill, project chairman, who will
fly with the calves on their goodwill mission, said, “You represent us all in bringing assur-
ance to the people you meet that the United States is a friendly nation and one dedicated
to the search for world peace and to the promotion of the well being and security of the
community of nations.”

“In the Highest Tradition”

The President’s letter was accompanied by one from his special assistant in the White
House, Frederick Fox, addressed to Richard Hopkins, council president.

It reads: “The President was glad to learn of the charitable work of members of the Freder-
ick county Christian Youth Council and the Twenty calves being sent by them to the Turkish
Government Farm, near Ankara.  The efforts of your young people are in the highest
tradition of neighborly service.  I am sure their generous  concern for the people of other
countries will contribute greatly to furthering mutual understanding - the foundation of
peace.  Please give the enclosed letter to your ‘Ambassador’, Miss Beverly Hill, and it is a
privilege to add the President’s best wishes for a successful and memorable trip.  Bon
Voyage!”

The letters were read by Hopkins at the monthly meeting of the Council held at Grace
United Church of Christ.

President Eisenhower’s letter impressed on Beverly her responsibility as the bearer of an
American passport.  It continued:

“As you travel abroad, the respect you show for foreign laws and customs, your courteous
regard for other ways of life, and your speed and manner help to mold the reputation of our
country.”

Tentative plans went forward for a dedication service for the calves even though the coun-
cil is still stymied by lack of confirmation of an exact flight date from KLM (Dutch Royal
Airlines) which will transport the cattle.  The project began nine months ago today, Jul 9.
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American in Athens, May 11, 1958

So what’s her line?  She is a highly specialized cowgirl.  She has just finished escorting a
group of inexperienced air travelers (first time she has been in an airplane herself) form
Idlewild Airport in New York to Ankara, Turkey.  Her charges included 41 purebred heifers,
one Guernsey bull calf, and one Holstein bull calf.

Beverly went along not to give the heifers occupational therapy but as chairman of the
“Calves for Turkey” drive in Frederick County, Maryland.  The drive was conducted by the
Frederick County Christian Youth council, in which youth groups of various churches
participate.  It’s an interdenominational, interracial group which since its inception in 1952
has sent clothes to Korea, books to Japan, an exchange student to Germany, and food to
various countries where it was needed.

The “Calves for Turkey” drive was conducted by Heifer Project Incorporated, “an interfaith
relief and rehabilitation organization that sends contributed livestock and poultry to war
ruined and for agricultural relief and rehabilitation.  They are affiliated with the World Coun-
cil of Churches.

They are lucky to have Beverly working for them.  She and her friends in Frederick County
persuaded four farmers to donate calves, convinced others that they only wanted $55 to
$100 for calves worth $150 to $200 - and raised a total of $1200 for the project.

Bev’s plane load is the last of 200 calves donated or bought with donated funds in the
United States for Turkey.  Beverly took them to the Attaturk Farm, a Turkish government
farm, where they will be used in a livestock improvement program under the direction of
Turkish and American livestock experts.  Good travelers, says Beverly, very calm, not one
of them air sick.

In the course of this year the Heifer Project will send 150 Jersey bulls to Greece for a
similar program.  Being a city girl, I had to look up heifer in the dictionary.  A heifer is a
young cow that has not yet had a calf.  But never mind, Heifer Project sends bull calves and
even chicks to countries where they are needed, and should anybody quibble about the
name?

Beverly was a guest of the supervisor of the Attaturk Farm for a few days., and is now
returning home via Istanbul, Athens, Rome, Geneva, and Amsterdam.  Her traveling
companions of the return trip will be Mr. Robert Zigler, Eastern Representative of the
Heifer Project, and other humans.

What do they call that television program on which they
interview a person in some crazy line of work, and a panel of
experts has to guess the job?  Here’s one that would  stump
them: Beverly Hill.   She’s a 17 year old small town girl, a senior
at Lincoln High School in Frederick, Maryland, active in
Methodist Youth Fellowship, planning to study occupational
therapy in college.

363



364



Belva’s
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Frederick News-Post articles reprinted with permission of the publisher.
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1965 Malcolm X assassinated in Harlem.

Selma to Montgomery March led by Martin Luther King, Jr. and John Lewis.

Voting Rights Act, provideing for registration of Black Voters by federal examiners
signed into law.

Riots in Watts, section of Los Angeles, 35 killed.

Vivian Malone became the first Back to graduate from the University of Alabama.

Thurgood Marshall was nominated as Solicitor Generfal of the United States.  He
became the first Black to hold this office.

1966 Robert Weaver appointed Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and be
came the firs Black cabinet member.

Andrew Brimmer apponted to Federal Reserve Board.

Edward Broooke (republican - Mass.) elected U.S. Senator, the first Black senator
since Reconstruction.

Governor Edward Breathitt of Kentucky signed a civil rights law, the first of its kind
adopted by anty state south of the Ohio River.

Supreme Copurtg outlawed poll tax as requirement for voting.

Constance Baker Motley became first Black woman to be named to a federal
judgeship.

Stokely Carmichael elected chairman of SNCC, originated Black Power Concept.

Huey Newton and Bobby Seale founded the Black Panther Party in Oakland, CA.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on November 17, 1883.

Rev. W.G. Alexander, former pastor of Quinn, A.M.E. Church of this city, who has been
visiting some of his many friends here since Thursday last, returns for his home in
Portsmouth, Va., this morning.

Decoration Day
Tomorrow is what is known throughout the country as “Memorial Day,” a day set apart by
the National government, at which time tribute shall be given to those who so nobly laid
down their lives that the Union might be preserved.  In the majority of the States it is a
universal holiday but in Maryland it is not observed by the suspension of any business.
The banks in this city will not close their doors and the post office will be closed only from
two pm to six pm.  An extensive program has been prepared by the committee on the
decoration of the dead heroes’ graves.  An address will be delivered at City Hall at two
o’clock by Hon. William Lawrence, of Ohio, and a poem recited by Col. George W. F. Vernon,
of this city.  At the conclusion of the ceremonies the General Reynolds and Kilpatrick Post
No. 34, G.A.R., escorted by the drum corps, will march to the cemetery where the graves
of their dead comrades will be strewn with flowers.  Kilpatrick Post, J. H. Turner, command-
ing, will be addressed by Chas. W. Miller, Esq., at Quinn A.M.E. Church, East Third street,
at 8 o’clock p.m., after which there will be an entertainment in the basement of the church
for the benefit of the post.
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on May 29, 1884.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on September 24, 1886.

An Interesting Lecture
Professor Dickerson, of Philadelphia, had a fair sized audience Wednesday evening at
Quinn A.M.E. Church, to hear him in his interesting lecture on biblical history.  The lecturer
entertained those present for more than an hour with his graphic descriptions of strange
and wonderful places and apt bits of amusing anecdote.

Quinn’s A.M.E. Church on a Firm Legal Basis
A new certificate of incorporation of the Quinn’s A.M.E. church, East Third street, this city,
has just been filed in the office of the clerk of the circuit court for Frederick county.  The
following synopsis of the certificate will give a comprehensive idea of the whole thing:
“Know all men by these presents, that, whereas, the members of the African Methodist
Episcopal church, of the City of Frederick, heretofore to wit, on or about the 25th day of
October, A.D., 1835, for the purpose of becoming incorporated according to the law of the
State of Maryland, then in force, did adopt a constitution and plan for the government of
said church, and did elect certain sober and discreet persons as trustees of said church,
who acknowledged said church, who acknowledged said plan before two justices of the
peace of Frederick county, as of record will appear, and whereas doubts have arisen as to
the true construction of certain portions of said constitution and plan and the legality of the
same as a valid act of incorporation, and in order to relieve the same of all doubt and to
make a more perfect plan, better suited to the wants of said church, the members of said
African Methodist Episcopal Church of Frederick, above the age of 21 years, did meet in
their church building, on East Third street, in Frederick city, on Thursday, the 12th day of
April in the year 1887.
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on April 16, 1887.
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Interesting Lecture
The Rev. J. J. Kelly, the Indian preacher, will lecture this evening in the Quinn A.M.E.
Church, East Third street.  His subject will be “The American Indians,” and he will be
attired in full Indian costume.
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on September 28, 1886.
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Harvard Law School Marks Ties to Slavery in New Plaque
Isaac Royall, Jr., who helped found the school in 1817, was a prosperous slaveholder.

By Brigit Katz
smithsonian.com
September 6, 2017

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the Harvard Law School, ,which has planned a
program of performances, exhibitions and talks celebrating its rich legacy.  But on Tuesday,
the school launched the observance of its bicentennial by acknowledging a thorny chapter
of its history.  According to Harvard Law Today, university officials have unveiled a plaque
honoring the African-Americans enslaved by one of the school’s early benefactors.

Harvard Law School was established in 1817 with funds from Isaac Royall, Jr., who had
bequeathed a portion of his wealth to the university.  Royall was a prosperous slaveholder;
he owned a sugar plantation on the island of Antiqua, and held enslaved people on his
farms in Massachusetts.  Royall’s ties to the slave trade are in fact well documented.  As
Daniel R. Coquillette and Bruce A. Kimball write in On the Battlefield of Merit, local news-
papers in Antiqua “repeatedly carried advertisements from Royall, buying and selling horses,
cattle, and people.”

One such advertisement offered “A Likely Negro Wench to dispose of who understand
Household Business, and something of Cookery, also Four of said Wench’s Children, viz
three Girls and one Boy,” according to Coquillette and Kimball.

Speaking at the dedication of the plaque, Dean of the law School John F. Manning said
that Harvard Law “was founded with wealth generated through the profoundly immoral
institution of slavery.”
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“We should not hide that fact nor hide from it,” he added, according to Harvard Law Today.
“We can and should be proud of many things this school has contributed to the world.  But
to be true to our complicated history, we must also shine a light on what we are not proud
of.”

There are no names listed on the plaque because the identities of the majority of people
Royall enslaved are not known.  At the dedication, Harvard Law professor Annette
Gordon-Reed said that the memorial’s inscriptions “designed to invoke all of their spirits
and bring them into our minds and in  our memories, in the hope that it will spur us to try to
bring to the world what was not given to them - the law’s protection and regard, and      justice,”
reports Jamie D. Halper of the Harvard Crimson.

The plaque marks the latest in Harvard’s efforts to acknowledge its ties to slavery.  In 2016,
a plaque honoring four enslaved people who worked at the university was affixed to the
Wadsworth House, where the school’s Colonial-era presidents once lived.  In March of this
year, during a major conference on academia and slavery, Harvard’s president, Drew Gilpin
Faust, declared that the university had been “directly complicit” in the slave trade.

Harvard has also taken steps to distance itself from the legacy of the Royalls, removing
the family’s crest from the Harvard law School Seal.

The new plaque was deliberately placed in the center of the Law School plaza - a space
“where everyone travels,” Dean Manning said during the dedication, according to Harvard
Law Today - so that all who pass by will remember the enslaved men and women whose
forced labor led to the school’s establishment.

Sent to us by Pat Blackwell of California
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Reprinted with permission from “Little Children Blow your Trumpets” by Patricia Washington.
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Reprinted with permission from “Little Children Blow your Trumpets” by Patricia Washington.
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Reprinted with permission from “Little Children Blow your Trumpets” by Patricia Washington.
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From Rose Chaney (rodoch@aol.com) and Katie Nash (katiejonash@gmail.com)
The Lincoln Elementary School and its PTA would like to start an after-hours club for
reading and tutoring opportunites.  Please contact Katie Nash if you would like to help.
Below is the schedule of important events at Lincoln Elementary School.  Asterisk (*)
events need volunteer help.
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Save the Date!
55th Bowie Thomas Reunion

August, 2018
Details to follow
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1967 Thurgood Marshall became the first Black appointed to U.S. Supreme Court.

Walter Washington appointed mayor of Washington, DC, first Black to head a   major
American city.

Riots in Newark, New Jersey and Detroit, Michigan.

Lucius D. Amerson, first Black sheriff in the South i the 20th century, sworn in at
Tuskegee (Macon County), Alabama.

1968 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. assassinated by sniper in Memphis, Tennessee.
Assassination precipitate national crisis and rioting in more than 100 cities.

Shirley Chisholm became the first Black woman member of the House of
Representatives.

Three Black college students killed at South Carolina State College by South
Carolina State troopers.

President’s National Advisory Commission on Civil disorders issued  a report on
causes of the riots in 1967, identified the major cause as the existence of two
separate societies in America - “one black, one white, separate and unequal.”

Passage of the 1968 Civil Rights Act contained open-housing provision.

President Johnson signed a bill that made it a crime to interfere with civil rights
workers and to cross state lines to incite a riot.

Poor People’s Campaign began with Ralph Abernathy, SCLC president, leading
delegation of leaders representing poor Whites, Blacks, Indians and Spanish-
American to Capitol Hill for conferences with cabinet members and congressional
leaders.

Sprinters Tommy Smith, Harry Edwards and John Carlos gave the Black Power
salute and bowed their heads at the Olympics in Mexico City following their
victory in the 200 meter dash.  Two days later, the U.S. Olympic Committee
suspended them for the act.
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Laboring Sons of Frederick City

On March 15, 1867, the Maryland General Assembly passed an act to incorporate the
Beneficial Society of the Laboring Sons of Frederick City.

The act listed as founding officers Cyrus Brown, President, Perry G. Walker, Vice Presi-
dent, Isaac Prouit, Treasurer, James Weems, Chaplain, William Brown, Jr., Chief Man-
ager, James Brown, Reuben Tanneyhill and Thomas Lyles, Assistant Managers.  The act
noted that all of the above were “colored persons.”

Group establishes Laboring Sons cemetery in 1837
In 1837, a group of black residents formed an unofficial organization, the Beneficial
Society of the Laboring Sons of Frederick City.

The society purchased the land on Chapel Alley, a little more than an acre, in 1851 for
$265 from Ezra Houck, for the purpose of creating a cemetery, according to a 1949
Frederick New-Post article.

In 1867, the society was incorporated by the Maryland General Assembly.  The officers
of the group included Cyrus Brown, President, Perry G. Walker, Vice President, Isaac
Prouit, Treasurer, James Weems, Chaplain, William Brown, Jr., Chief Manager, James
Brown, Reuben Tanneyhill and Thomas Lyles, Assistant Managers.

The Polk’s 1909-10 Directory for the city of Frederick includes a listing under cemeteries
for “*Laboring Sons, nw cor Chapel Al.”  The asterisk meant that it was a cemetery for
the black community.

It was not mentioned again in a Polk’s Directory until 1935, when it was listed as a
“Colored cemetery, E 5th nw cor Chapel Al.”  The cemetery continued to be listed subse-
quent editions through the 1948 directory, but the 1950 volume and subsequent editions
do not mention it, since it had been converted to the park.

If anyone in the Frederick area has any knowledge of the cemetery, such as who was
buried there, or the society and its members, please contact The Gazette at 301/624-
2976.
From The Gazette, 12/16/1999

Black cemetery to be recognized
Black Frederick residents, buried more than a century ago in a graveyard now beneath
Chapel Park, are likely in store for long overdue recognition from the city.

The city and public knew as many as 1,500 people were buried in Laboring Sons cem-
etery when the city obtained the overgrown and neglected Chapel Alley property in
1949, converting it into a park.
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How many bodies, if any, the city relocated is a mystery.  Many graves certainly remained
in the park on Chapel Alley between Fifth and Sixth streets.

A 1949 article in The Frederick New-Post described work crews unearthing human
skeletons a few feet beneath the surface while grading the land for the park.  The workers
were burying headstones to smooth the surface, the article said.

City officials in 1949 guessed at least several hundred people were buried in the old
Laboring Sons cemetery.  Other reports placed the number of graves at 1,500.

Newspaper account made no mention of relocating any of the remains.

The city and the public knew, without a doubt, that the park sat upon graves.  Newspaper
accounts of city negotiations to obtain the property in 1948 and the park construction in
1949 do not acknowledge the graves as an issue.

“Proposed transformation of the Laboring Sons cemetery into a memorial park would not
only constitute a material civic improvement in northeast Frederick, it would also climax
and perpetuate a project launched more than a century,” said a September 10, 1948 News-
Post article.

The article said the Beneficial Society of the Laboring Sons of Frederick, a black fraternal
order that provided burial rights for black residents, always intended to create a memorial
park, as opposed to a graveyard.

At the Time, the public apparently had already forgotten those buried in Laboring Sons
cemetery, then more that 100 years old and overgrown with weeds and thicket.
Frederick, however, soon forgot about the cemetery entirely.

When the past was recently rediscovered and a remote sensing survey bore out the
presence of grave shafts beneath the playground, the aldermen appeared shocked and
disturbed by the news.

“Something about that does not seem right to me,” said Alderman Donna Kuzemchak.
She fount it impossible to fathom how the city could have purposely built the park atop
occupied graves without memorializing the site.

“I can’t imagine doing that,” said Ms. Kuzemchak, a widow.  “Maybe I’m just oversensitive.
I can’t imagine not honoring a grave site.”  She didn’t see anything wrong with letting
children play in the graveyard-turned-playground but she insisted on formally honoring the
dead.  “To ignore the fact that it was once a cemetery is wrong,” she said.

The board of aldermen is expected to back a proposal by Frederick Chief Operations
Officer Rick Weldon to build a memorial in the park and change the name back to      Labor-
ing Sons Park.  The name of the park was changed for unknown reasons about 20 years
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ago.

Mr. Weldon drafted the recommendation this week after reviewing the remote sensing
survey performed by R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates, a Frederick based forensic
science and preservation planning firm.

Mr. Weldon will present his recommendation to the aldermen at a work session Jan. 26.

When informed Tuesday of the pending recommendation, four of the five aldermen said
they would support Mr. Weldon’s plan.  The fifth alderman, William D. Hall, was not avail-
able Tuesday to comment on the recommendation.  Previously, however, Mr. Hall has spo-
ken in favor of memorializing Chapel Park.

According to newspaper accounts from 1948 and 1949, the city planned to place a memo-
rial marker in the park when it was built.  The memorial was never erected.  By establishing
a memorial at the park now, the city would make good on that 51-year-old promise.

“A memorial would have been the right thing to do in ‘49 and it is still the right thing to do in
2000,” said Mr. Weldon.

Mayor Jim Grimes said the Laboring Sons cemetery is part of the city’s past and it should
be formally acknowledged.  “We talk about preserving our history,” he said, and when we
learn something of this nature, we should make an appropriate recognition.”

Alderman Meta Nash said it was important to seize the opportunity to “retrieve some of our
history and heritage that was on the verge of disappearing.”  The city needs to recognize
those buried in Chapel Park, she said.

Like his colleagues, Alderman Joseph Baldi found it difficult to believe people in 1949
didn’t care about placing the park over graves without even a plaque.  “I don’t know what
the thinking was, but we need to account for the fact that it was a cemetery,” said Mr. Baldi.

Alderman Blain Young called the park memorial the “best solution” available for the 51-
year-old mistake.

The history of the black graveyard in Chapel alley goes back to 1851, when the Society of
the Laboring Sons purchased the property from Ezra Houck for $265.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on January 12, 2000.
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Forgotten History Returns to Light
Test indicate at least 10 grave shafts under city’s Chapel Park
Bill Lowthert carefully paces off the marked square of turf on Wednesday, keeping his eyes
glued to the monitor hanging on his chest while guiding a yardstick-long device along the
ground surface.
He is looking for traces of a long-forgotten cemetery, buried beneath the surface of a small
Frederick city playground.
Most area residents today do not know that Chapel Park, on Chapel Alley between 5th and
6th streets, was created 50 years ago, on land that once was Laboring Sons Cemetery,
the last resting place of some of Frederick’s black residents.
If it weren’t for the memory of Martha Reynolds, who has lived up the street from the park
for more than 20 years, the last vestiges of the cemetery might have vanished from our
collective history.
“I only know that when I first moved into this neighborhood, there was Laboring Sons
Park,” Reynolds recalls.  “I asked around about it and it was a social group that sponsored
the cemetery, and it was for black people.
In August, Reynolds proposed to city officials that they name an alley near the park after
the vanished cemetery.  The Board of Aldermen approved the name at its Dec. 2 meeting.
Records concerning Laboring Sons Cemetery are scarce, and most of the folks who were
connected to it in 1949 have long since passed on.
Newspaper accounts of the time reported that the group responsible for the cemetery, the
Beneficial Society of the Laboring Sons of Frederick City, approached city officials about
presenting the site to the government for use as a memorial park.  The society asked that
a tablet or marker be put up, commemorating the park’s past use.
“The people weren’t taking care of it and everything was getting overgrown,” recalls     Garland
Makel, Jr., grandson of one of the society’s last presidents.  He grew up in the house next
to the cemetery, before it was changed.  “That was the reason why they allowed the city to
turn it into a park.”
Some time in the more recent past - between 10 and 20 years ago - the name of the park
was changed to Chapel Park. Neither Makel or Reynolds knows why, and city officials
have begun a search through their records to find out.
But other questions remain: How many individuals were buried there, and does the park
still harbor some remains, long hidden below the playground facade?
The 1948 article included an estimate by James Arthur Bryant, then the acting president
of the Society of Laboring Sons, that as many as 1,500 bodies were buried there.
Lord Nickens, longtime civil rights activist and former president of the Frederick County
chapter of the NAACP, remembers when the cemetery was converted to a park.
“The majority of the people who were buried there are now at Fairview Cemetery; they
took up some of the bodies but left some of the bodies there,” Nickens says.
Makel, on the other hand, does not remember any of the bodies being removed.  “The
tombstones were all turned into whatever holes there were there, he says.
There is an October 1949 newspaper account that reported city crews working to convert
the cemetery to a park “struck some skeletons a few feet below the ground surface.  The
workmen had been ‘burying’ headstones in order to provide a smooth surface.”
On this cool, gray Wednesday just over five decades later, Lowthert is using a ground
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conductivity meter on just a small part of the park’s surface, to see if there are indeed still
remains or tombstones in place.  The device “injects an electrical pulse into the ground
and reads the ‘back eddies’ to read any changes in the soil profile,” explains J.B. Pelletier,
who is working with Lowthert.  The equipment is sometimes used in homicide cases to find
bodies.
The two men have marked off two rectangles, one 20 meters by 15 meters, the other 10 by
15, to be searched.
Pelletier is a project manager and Lowthert is an assistant project manager for R. Christo-
pher Goodwin & Associates, a Frederick based diversified forensic sciences and preser-
vation planning firm, which conducts work all over the world.
Christopher Goodwin says burial societies such as Laboring Sons were fairly common in
the 19th century.  He offered his firm’s services to check out the site.
“There are both anomalies and patters of anomalies suggestive of possible grave shafts,”
Goodwin says after examining the data from the probe Wednesday afternoon.  ”In an
unmarked cemetery, we typically find graves grouped together, family members side by
side - (several of these_ anomalies are side by side...If we saw this and didn’t know it was
a cemetery, that’s the first thing we’d think of.”
“This is as close to independent scientific corroboration as you’re going  to get” without
physically probing the ground, Goodwin adds, though he cautions that the result of this
particular test do not indicate whether there still are remains or graved markers buried
below the surface.
“It’s consecrated ground, it’s a cemetery, so the city needs to make a decision,” he says.
“It’s a planning issue, too,” adds Christopher Polglase, vice president of archeological ser-
vices for Goodwin & Associates.  On city plans, he explains, “they should mark it as a place
containing human remains, (to notify) prospective developers our utility companies.”
Alderman William Hall, the grandson of Frederick’s first black mortician thins the rediscov-
ery of Laboring Sons Cemetery calls for further recognition of its role in city life.  “I think we
ought to memorialize it, if nothing else.  What is done is done; we can’t undo that.  But we
can at least acknowledge what it was,” says Hall, who was on hand as the high-tech search
for the cemetery was conducted.  “We can set some kind of plaque or memorialize the
park.”
If human remains are still buried under the park, the alderman’s inclination is to leave them
there.
“I’m of the opinion that you let the dead lie.  Unless you’ve got a history of who it is, what
are you going to do with it?” Hall explains.  “I wouldn’t personally want to (move them),
unless somebody specifically wants to do that and they know who it was.”
Rick Weldon, the city’s chief operations officer, who also witnessed Goodwin & Associ-
ates’ preliminary examination, says the city is interested in at least returning the park to its
original name, with other possibilities depending upon the results of the search.
“If it were discovered that there are in fact graves in the location, Mayor James Grimes in
interested in finding some appropriate way to memorialize and designate it, and treat it
with the respect it was due originally,” Weldon says.
Makel, the descendent, and Reynolds, the neighbor. Both would like at least to see the
park returned to its original name.  “It would have been nice if they had left it like it was,”
Makel says.
From The Gazette, 12/16/1999
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Mrs. Jemima Coats
Mrs. Jemima Coats, colored widow of Francis Coates, died at her home, 110 Ice Street
Tuesday night at 11:50 o’clock after an illness of over a year.  She was aged 84 years and
the daughter of the late James and Mary Ann Countee Bowens.  She was a member of the
Asbury M. E. Church and the last of her immediate family.  One niece, one nephew, and a
number of great and great-great nieces and nephews survive.  Funeral services will be
held at Asbury Church Friday afternoon at two o’clock.  Interment in Fairview Cemetery.
M. R. Etchison and Son, funeral directors.
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on April 1, 1937.

Mrs. Jemima Coates
The funeral of Mrs. Jemima Coats, colored, took place from Asbury M. E. Church Friday afternoon at 2
o’clock.  Rev. E. E. Williams officiated, assisted by Rev. J. W. Townes and W. I. Snowden.  Pallbearers were
Edmond Davis, Walter Bowie, Roy Bowie, Austin Bowie, Eugene Brown and John F. Davis.  Interment in
Fairview Cemetery.  M. R. Etchison and Son, funeral directors.
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on April 3, 1937.

Jemima Coats
They called her Aunt Jemina and she worked for the Ross Family.
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The  Randall Family, LLC and The Frederick News-Post published a three volume set of
books in 2006-2008.  They are titled Your Life.  Your Community.  As you look through the
pages you can find glimpses of African American life in Frederick.
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The continuation of the Diggs Family History.  The Frederick News-Post articles
were used by Carolyn Ambush Davis with permission of the Frederick News-Post.
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Betty and Malcolm Makel

Terry Amaker
GoldeA Corral Hospitality Manager

Miss Imogene Brown
turned 92 years old this year.

Join us at the Golden Corral!
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Belva’s
Museum Artifacts

The news articles are about
 Frederick History

Frederick News-Post articles reprinted with permission of the publisher.
  Typeset by Sir Speedy Printing, 316 East Church Street, Frederick, MD 21701

Frederick Events

Black Facts

Laboring Sons Cemetery

The Hall’s of Frederick
from 1777

December  2017

411



412



413



Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1969 The Congressional Black Caucus was formed.

In Alexander v. Holmes County Supreme Court ordered an end to all school
segregation at once.

Dr. Clifton R. Wharton became chief executive of the largest school ever presided
over by a black man when he became president of Michigan State University, later
named to head State University of New York.

1970 Kenneth Gibson elected mayor of Newark, New Jersey.

President Nixon signed the Voting Rights Act.

Professor Ronald Davenport, at age 33, became the first black dean of a
predominantly white law school, Duquesne University School of Law in Pittsburgh.

1971 Whitney Young, Urban League Director, died in Nigeria.

In Swan v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg decision, Supreme Court supported the use of
busing as a tool to desegregate public schools.

Rev. Jesse Jackson organized Operation PUSH (People United to Save Humanity),
a national political and economic development organization.

Captain Samuel L. Gravely, Jr. a frigate commander, became the first black Admiral
in the U.S. Naval history.

Delores Tucker was the first black to become Secretary of Commonwealth of the
State of Pennsylvania.

Leon H. Sullivan was the first black to be elected to serve on the Board of Directors
of General Motors.

1972 Angela Davis is acquitted of murder, kidnapping and criminal conspiracy by an
all-white jury.  The charges grew out of a 1970 shoot-out in which four persons
were killed.

Benjamin L. Hooks was named by President Nixon to the seven man Federal
Communications Commission for a term of seven years.
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City agrees to put memorial in park built over cemetery

Plans to put a memorial in Chapel Park, which was unceremoniously built on top a black
cemetery 50 years ago, got the endorsement of Mayor Jim Grimes and the Frederick
Board of Aldermen on Wednesday.

At a workshop meeting, Mr. Grimes, with the unanimous consent of the board, directed
Frederick Chief Operations Officer Rick Weldon to form a committee that will advance Mr.
weldon’s plan to put a monument in the park noting its history.  Alderman William D. Hall,
the sole black alderman, asked to be a member of the committee.

Mr. Weldon’s plan entails placing a stone monument and historical marker in the park and
changing the name back to Laboring Sons Park.

The Society of the Laboring Sons, a black burial rights organization, established the cem-
etery in 1851.  By the 1940s, the black community had abandoned the graveyard and the
property was left neglected and overgrown, according to newspaper reports at the time.

The city and public knew as many as 1,500 people were buried there when the city ob-
tained the graveyard in 1949 and converted it into a park.  How many bodies, if any, the city
relocated is a mystery.  Graves and human remains certainly remained in the park on
Chapel Alley between Fifth and Sixth streets, as evidenced by newspaper reports of hu-
man bones unearthed during park construction.

A remote sensing study performed for free by R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates, a
Frederick based forensic science and preservation planning firm, indicated 10 possible
grave shafts in two small sections of the park.  Mr. Weldon drafted the memorial proposal
after reviewing the remote sensing data.

The city intended to memorialize the park when it was built but never did.  Then, about 20
years ago, the name was changed from Laboring Sons Park to Chapel Park.  Nobody
knows why.  Mr. Weldon’s plan seeks to right those wrongs.  “It’s never to late to do the right
thing,” he told the mayor and board on Wednesday.

Jackie Dailey Berry, a Frederick resident whose great-great uncle Zacharia Cailey was
interred in Laboring Sons Cemetery, came forward at the work session to say Mr. Weldon’s
plan did not go far enough.  “I am concerned for the people buried there,” she said.  “It does
not seem right to have a recreational park where there are human remains.”

Ms. Berry called on the city to perform more remote sensing studies to determine the
location of more graves and possibly locate human remains.  She talked about moving the
remains to another location.  “I know in Frederick there are probably other relatives of
people buried there,” she said.
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Mr. Weldon had acknowledged the probable existence of graves beneath the park was a
sensitive issue.  “We recognize how serious this is,” he said.

Because no record exists of who was interred in the graveyard or how the plots were
arranged, coupled with the legal obstacles to exhuming the dead, the city is not likely to
undertake a recovery project.  The mayor and aldermen did not appear inclined to relocate
graves left undisturbed for more than 50 years.

Mr. Weldon’s plan was generally well-received by the mayor and board, although some
aldermen suggested expanding the memorial.  Alderman Donna Kuzemchak proposed
sectioning off a large, undisturbed green space at the rear of the park in recognition of the
cemetery dead.  Mr. Weldon suggested placing the historic marker in that area.

Resthaven Memorial Gardens has offered to donate a bronze and granite memorial, which
would be erected in the front portion of the park, said Mr. Weldon.  The marker, which Mr.
Weldon referred to as an interpretive marker, would relate the history of Laboring Sons
Cemetery and describe its role in Frederick’s black community in the late 19th and early
20th centuries.

The committee will finalize details of the memorial and research the cemetery history for
use on the marker.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on February 3, 2000.

Names of buried uncovered

Documents discovered this week in the Frederick Engineering Department list the names
of deceased and locations of their graves in Laboring sons Cemetery, a black graveyard
turned into a city park 50 years ago without moving the dead.

The documents indicate more than 100 bodies are buried in what is now Chapel Park,
including graves beneath the playground equipment, Frederick chief Operations Officer
Rick Weldon said Friday.

The revelation will most likely prompt the city to expand recent plans to memorialize the
Chapel Alley park, said Mr. Weldon.  He appeared most concerned about the dead buried
under the playground, which was previously the subject of speculation but has been    verified
by the newly found documents.

In addition to the memorial plan, Mr. Weldon will propose constructing pathways and   placing
benches in the park.  “It would become a more passive, reflective facility than an active
play area,” he said.

The graves in Laboring Sons Cemetery date back to the late 19th century.  Earlier this
week at a Frederick Board of Aldermen workshop, Mr. Weldon proposed placing a stone
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monument and a historical plaque on the park’s hallowed ground.  He also suggested
changing the name back to laboring Sons Park. The original name that was dropped about
20 years ago for unknown reasons.

At the workshop, Mayor Jim Grimes, with the unanimous consent of the aldermen,
directed Mr. Weldon to form a committee to advance the memorial plan.  Mr. Weldon said
he will draft a more elaborate proposal since the city now knows who is buried and where.
Mr. Weldon is also contemplating a proposal to list the names of the dead on the historical
marker.  Originally, the plaque simply would have described the cemetery’s history and its
role in the black community.  The documents give the city a “unique opportunity to i inte-
grate the names into the plans,” he said.

City Surveyor Wilmer O. Lankford found the documents Thursday when searching through
files in the engineering department.  Robert Strine, who worked for the engineering
department in 1949 when the park was built, telephoned M. Weldon this week and     sug-
gested searching the department files.  Mr. Strine, 70, was a member of the survey crew
that recorded the names on the tombstones and the grave locations before the park’s
construction.

The city intended to have the graves relocated to property in northeast Frederick, where
the Frederick municipal Airport is now located, Mr. Strine said Friday in a telephone inter-
view.  The graves were never moved, according to all available information.

As many as 1,500 black Frederick residents may have been buried in the cemetery.  The
documents uncovered this week only account for about 100 graves.  City officials just
recently rediscovered the history of Laboring Sons Cemetery and how their predecessors
unceremoniously replaced the graveyard with a public park.

The cemetery’s history goes back to 1851 when the Society of the Laboring Sons, a black
burial rights organization, purchased the land from Ezra Houck for $265.  By the 1940s,
the black community had abandoned the graveyard and the society ceased upkeep of the
site, according to newspaper reports at the time.

The city obtained the neglected and overgrown property in 1949 and established the park.
Newspaper reports describe skeletons unearthed as city workers buried tombstones and
graded the land.  Newspaper reports from 1949 said the city planned to memorialize the
park.  For some reason, that never occurred.

Mr. Weldon has said the forsaken cemetery deserves proper recognition.  As more details
about the graveyard surface, the dimensions of what is proper appear to be growing.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on February 5, 2000.
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Park compromise would honor dead & help the living

While I agree in theory to the suggestions made to convert Chapel Park to Laboring Sons
Memorial Park, I feel that not enough consideration is being made of neighborhood
homeowners and taxpayers.

In 1999 I moved from east Third Street to East Sixth Street and purchased a home across
from Chapel Park.  One of the deciding factors in my purchase was having a playground
facility across the street that my 4 year-old daughter could use.

The park is well maintained by the city and used by the neighborhood children.  As quoted
in your June 1 story, Rick Weldon, the city’s chief operations officer, might feel that the park
is probably the least utilized and the equipment is in the worst condition, but his children
don’t live in Frederick city and have that park as perhaps their some recreation area.

I walk my daughter and dog in that park almost daily and see many children playing on the
equipment, or playing basketball and street hockey.  The only sacrilegious events I have
seen occur is the young basketball players blaring profane rap music while they are on the
court.

The Laboring Sons Memorial Park Committee has made some good recommendations,
but removing all play structures with no firm plan to construct a replacement site in the
same area is honoring the dead and ignoring the living.  It si good to right a 50 year old
promise, but not at the expense of today’s urban children.

With the current controversy concerning the nearby Hanson and Taney projects, I would
think that Mr. Weldon and the aldermen would be able to come up with a solution that
provides for an urban recreation area on this valuable city property and honors the
memories of those buried in laboring Sons Memorial park.
Amy Catherine McEwan
Frederick

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on June 2, 2000.

Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year to all!
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A Letter from Ryan Cox about John Thomas and Jemima Bowen-Coates
April 26, 2007.  ( Mr. Cox is with the Maryland State Archives)

Belva,
I saw that you called this afternoon during my lunch hour and I just wanted to let you know
what we have found since our last discussion.

Your first question was in relation to finding John Thomas in Frederick County between
1840 and 1860.  Using Ancestry.com, the only entry I was able to find was in the 1850
census where John Thomas, age 45, was living in Frederick City with his wife Ellen, age
43, and their 6 children (ages 21 to 7).  Jemima was listed with the household as being 13
years old.  The 1860 and 1870 census list John Thomas and his wife Ellen in Frederick
County, but none of these list Jemima living with them.

I then looked to see if there were any listings for a Jemima Bowens, and in 1870, there was
a black Jemima Bowens living in Frederick City, age 18, who worked as a servant at the
home of a lawyer in the Area, last name Ross.

I was able to find a death certificate (No. 02925, Frederick County Death Records) for
Jemima Coats, wife to Francis Coats, dated March 30, 1937.  It gave her birthday as
September 13, 1852 (close enough to the 1870 census entry listing her as being 18 years
old.)  The death certificate listed her as the daughter of James Bowens and Mary Ann
Countee (neither of which have any census information available).

There is a marriage license for Jemima Bowens and Frank Coats, dated April 24, 1877
(Frederick County Marriage License 1871-1884, Vol. 5, page 87), but it just lists that they
got married, no certificate is available at the Hall of Records in Annapolis.

Now for the not so good news.  It does not seem that we have any materials that could
provide information as to why John Bowie would travel to Boston, MA so frequently.  The
only personal papers could provide a reason as to why he went to Boston in the first place,
or private records from the railroad or carriage company he used to travel to place him
there.

I would also suggest going into the Bowie family papers located at the University of Mary-
land Hornbake Library in College Park, MD to find information on the Bowies of Prince
George’s County and if there is any connection to the Bowie family in Frederick County.

At this point, unless you have any substantial evidence or clues to this mystery, I would
have to say that there is little more the Legacy of Slavery staff can do for you here at the
Archives.  These are difficult questions to answer and we simply do not have the resources
or researchers available to assist you.

Sincerely,
Ryan Cox
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The Hall’s of Frederick, Maryland from 1777
The Hall family has generously allowed the publication of their family history.  Perhaps
your family history crosses the Hall’s family history and you can discover some of your
past.  Even if you don’t find ancestors in common, the family story is interesting is an
African-American story.  The pages are presented in the order of the Hall’s note book.
Due to the size of the history, it will be presented in several newsletters.
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Football game at Tuscarora High School.
Annika Dixon, a cheerleader, and Grandma
Celestine Dixon at Tuscarora High School
honoring breast cancer survivors at half
time.

Thank you Noreen (reeniej@aol.com ) for sending   this information.
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