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Maynard Hurd: county’s first black school board member
Someone asked Maynard Hurd to be a member

of the Frederick County Public School board in June
1968.  He agreed and became the first black resident to
hold the post.

A police officer told Hurd his name was suggested
for the post, but he never found out who nominated him.

“I didn’t think it would be approved because at
that time, there were no blacks in any leadership
positions in the city or the county.” Hurd said.
“Frederick experienced no riots or major racist incidents,
but we stayed on our end of town and they stayed on
their end, and that’s just the way it was.”

Hurd said he forgot about the school board nomi
nation, but after a while a letter came in the mail from
Annapolis, followed by two telephone calls on the same
day - calls of congratulations.

Since that time Hurd, who was born in 1937 and raised on South Court Street in
Frederick, has seen a lot of changes.

“Teachers were tough back then,” said Hurd, 74.  “They would say, Your parents
didn’t send you to school to be dumb.”  He said spanking was the norm.  Each teacher had
a paddle the students used to call “the boards of education.” Hurd said.

Hurd was asked to finish someone’s two year term, but he was reappointed and
served the maximum time allowed – 10 years.  Board members also served as trustees for
Frederick’s Community College back then, but the two responsibilities were eventually
separated, Hurd said.  He served 13 years as a FCC trustee including three years as
chairman.  Looking back, Hurd said he almost refused the offer.  “I told the police officer he
had to be out of his mind telling me someone wanted me on the school board,” Hurd said.

He made “one big mistake” when he advocated for open classrooms, because it
was hard to keep easily distracted children focused, he said.  Elementary and high school
students shared the same building.  Space became a problem.

“People didn’t know what to do about it, so I said can’t we build a new school?”
Construction began on Lincoln Elementary after about a year.  Frederick High School
handed down books to Lincoln.  “We never saw new books, and it we did, it was like we’d
died and gone to heaven,” Hurd said.  “Schools were separated but certainly not equal.”

But even with old books, Hurd said students got a good education.  “I consider all
the teachers master educators.” Hurd said.  “They didn’t have equipment, space or new
books but they taught us well.”  It was unfortunate, but true, back then that society
expected black children not to do well, Hurd said.

“I was adamant about speaking up when they expected them to do less” than white
children, Hurd said.  “It was like the Tuskegee Airmen” whose capabilities were doubted
during World War II until they got an opportunity to prove themselves.

Hurd said he exploded at a school board meeting, which prompted a Frederick Post
headline that read, “Frederick’s blush of shame.”  The lead sentence in the story, published
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on February 7, 2012.

Aug. 7, 1970, read: “It should bring a blush of shame to the cheeks of every right-think
Frederick County citizen that hard-core racism in the area is blamed for the fact that native
blacks after training for teaching positions do not apply for jobs with their hometown school
system.”

After high School, Hurd said his parents couldn’t afford to send him to college, so
he signed up with the Air Force, serving from 1955 to 1960.  Hurd used his veterans
benefits to attend college.  He earned an associate degree from Frederick Community
College, became a licensed practical nurse and worked for the National Institutes of Health.

“I loved the sciences, and that’s what I was doing at NIH.  Anatomy and physiology
can be difficult but it was my love,” Hurd said.

“Frederick was my home.  I tried New York, it didn’t work.  I’m a small town boy,” Hurd
said.

“Race relations is pretty good today.  You still got some vestiges of the old-boy
system, which will always be here, but it’s come a long way from what it used to be.

Elks, Honoring 2, are Encouraged to become Ambassadors for FCC
Mountain City Elks of Frederick, presenting the Elk of the Year award to one brother

and its Civic Award to another, were called upon by the principal speaker Sunday to
encourage greater use of Frederick Community College to further education in the
community.

The Merrymen of Mountain City Lodge No. 382, Improved Benevolent Protective
Order of Elks of the World, held their 12th annual awards banquet Sunday at the lodge,
173 All Saints Street, with over 100 Elks and their guest in attendance.

George P. Onley, left
presents to Maynard M.
Hurd, Jr., the 1981 Civic
Award of the Mountain
City Lodge IBPO Elks of
the World, Frederick.
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The 1981 Civic Award was presented to Maynard W. Hurd, Jr., chairman of the
Board of Trustees of Frederick Community College and an active civic leader in Frederick
County.

The Elk of the Year Award for 1981 was presented to Richard Ferguson, active
many years in the cause of Elkdom.

Guest speaker, Dr. Jack Kussmaul, president of FCC, recognized the contributions
made to the community and the Elks by the two recipients, and particularly commended
the leadership provide the college by Maynard Hurd.

He out lined the various programs of FCC, and called upon the Elks and their fellow
leaders in the community to become “ambassadors” for the college.

Kussmaul noted the increasing enrollment at FCC, up this year 17 percent in the
number of full time equivalent (FTE) students and up 23 percent in total student
enrollment.  The ration of black students, he said, has increased from 4.4 percent in 1974
to 4.9 percent in 1979.  However, from 1979 to 1980, the black student enrollment jumped
to 8.2 percent.

In addition, 71 percent of all black students are receiving in college financial
scholarship aid.  Also, merit scholarship aid is offered to all students maintaining 3.5 grade
point averages from the local Loats Foundation and from state aid.

Kussmaul encouraged those assembled to use FCC either on a full-time or
part-time basis – and to encourage the youth of the community to further their education
and training at FCC.  He supports the position that “Whatever you can do, you can do
better with education.”

The invocation was offered by the Re. John Ford, Asbury United Methodist Church,
who also pronounced the benediction.  Musical selections were provided by pianist John
Onley, and the assembled join to sing the spirited “Lift Every Voice” – popularly called the
“Black National Anthem.”

The welcome was by the John Jackson, banquet chairman, and presiding was
Floyd Brown.  The guest speaker was introduced by Exalted Ruler Bernard W. Brown.

Elk George Onley presented the Civic Award to Maynard Hurd, and Elk Ray Brightful
presented the elk of the Year Award to Richard Ferguson.

Host for the banquet were the following Merrymen: Melvin Boyce, Sr., Melvin Boyce,
Jr., Ray Brightful, William Brooks, Bernard Brown, Floyd Brown, Willie Cook, Boyce Davis,
Elmer Dixon, Roscoe Buckett, Berry Emmons, Richard Ferguson, Palmer Ford, Charles
Foreman, John Gaither, George Goines.

Also, Giles Hall, Garfield Hoy, Jr., John Jackson, Thomas Jackson, Charles Onley,
George Onley, Earl Palmer, Preston Patterson, Jr., Eugene Peeks, David Sappington,
Gerald Shern, George Spriggs, Kenny Thompson, Kenny Wars, Daniel Williams and Essex
Wilson.

Also, Alma Hall, “Girl Friday.”

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on May 1, 1981

226



Maynard Hurd honored
Frederick Community College honored maynard Hurd, Jr., at a special reception

recently.  Mr. Hurd, third from left, leaves the FCC Board of Trustees after 10 years of
service.  The board passed a resolution recognizing and thanking him for his service to
the college.  Presenting the resolution are from left, FCC President Lee Betts; Board of
Trustees Chairman George I. Smith, Jr. and FCC President, Emeritus Jack B. Kussmaul.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on July 5, 1988.

Hurd Discovers Track is His Best Sport
Maynard Hurd, who has won three national hurdles champi

onships in less than two years as a runner on the Frostburg State
track team, didn’t want to run track in college.  His first love was
football, but because of an ankle injury he was forced to concen
trate on track and the Bobcat junior has enjoyed more success in
that sport than he would have had in football.

“I always hoped to go play football somewhere in college as a
walk-on,” said the Frederick High School graduate who has won two
NCAA Division III 55-meter indoor hurdles titles and one 110-meter
outdoor hurdles crown.  “Track was just something extra to do.  Now

I’ve found out I can go further in track than in football.”
Track became very important in the spring of his senior year in

high school.  The day before the regional outdoor championships Hurd
broke his left ankle while playing flag football in the school gym.  He was told by the doctors
he couldn’t play football for a while.

So he went to Frostburg State where he had been recruited to run track.
“I didn’t apply until June,” said Hurd, who played two years of football at Frederick,

as a wide receiver, running back and defensive back.  He runs the 40 in a good 4.49.  “I
figured I would lay off football for a year or two and then transfer to another school to play
football.  I thought I was a good high school player, but had been gypped because we had
a poor (0-10 his senior year) season with no offense.  I felt I could play Division I football.”

As late as last sprint, he was still thinking of leaving Frostburg to play football.  But
he had gone too far in his schoolwork to transfer.  Last fall he finally got the go-ahead from
his doctor and went out for the Frostburg football team.  He got a rude awakening.

“I found football was a lot different in college than in high school,”  said the econom-
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ics major, who caught 15 passes as a wide receiver for Frostburg.  “I liked the program, but
found winning was everything,  It became very tedious.  I was glad when the season was
over.

Now, he has a big decision to make.
“I have to decide if I want to give up football an concentrate on track,” he said.  “The

track coaches tell me if I lift weights all season I can be better in track.

Hurd got involved in track by accident.  A friend of his on the football team, Timmy
Brown, bet Hurd he couldn’t beat him in the hurdles.  Brown convinced him to go out for the
track team and race against him.  Hurd took him up on it his junior year.

He soon found he was good in track, especially the hurdles.  As a senior he
won the state 55-meter Class B-C indoor hurdles title.  He was seeded first in both the high
and low hurdles for the state meet that year, but then broke his ankle.

 “His technique was always way ahead of the others” said Jay Berno, one of his
track coaches at Frederick.  “He would spend a lot of time at practice.  I would have to run
him off the track and tell him to go home.”

“We saw in high school that he was a good runner,” said Frostburg Coach Bob
Lewis.  “He was one of the top performers at the state meet.”

The Frostburg coaches first started talking to Hurd after he won the state indoor
title.  But initially Hurd wasn’t interested.  With a 3.2 grade point average, he had been
accepted to 10 different schools.  He just wanted to go somewhere and play football.  But
the injury changed that.

“I figured if I wasn’t going to play sports I didn’t want to go that far from home,” said
Hurd who is receiving no aid at the school.  “The coaches at Frostburg had shown a lot of
interest in me and I decided to go there because it was close.”

Hurd did not exactly set the track world on fire his first year.  His mind was still on football
and he failed to qualify for the outdoor nationals.

“As a freshman he wasn’t hungry enough,” said lewis.  “He had a lot of flaws.  Es-
sentially, he was just on the team.

“I was mad when I didn’t make the nationals,” said Hurd.  “Most of the team did.  So
I started to lift weights.  I didn’t take track seriously as a freshman.”

He began to apply himself in the weight room  and improved his hurdle technique
quite a bit,” said Lewis.  “He still can improve.  I would say he has a B in technique and an
A in speed.”

Hurd came to realize he could improve.  The weights helped.  As a freshman he
benched pressed about 185 pounds, but now is up to 315 pounds.  His speed increased so
much first year he was seeded first in the 55-meter hurdles at the Division III Indoor Na-
tionals.

“When the coach told me I was seeded first I didn’t know what to think,” he said.  He
wound up winning the race, but barely.

“We were so close that I didn’t even think I won it,” said Hurd.  “My coach thought I
was second.  But when they announced the awards they put me first.  It didn’t really sink in
until we drove back to Frostburg.”  His time was 7.47.  His best time the year before was
7.5.
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Hurd Wins NCAA Title in Hurdles
Former Frederick High School standout Maynard

Hurd recently won his third straight NCAA Division III indoor
55-meter hurdle title an broke his own record in the process.

Hurd, a senior at Frostburg State, won the Division III
title with a record time of 7.36.  That mark surpasses his
1986 winning time of 7.37.  In 1985, he set the hurdle record
with a time of 7.50.

“If I had run in the Division I indoor meet, that time
would have placed me third,” Hurd said recently.

Hurd won the outdoor (1210-meter) hurdle champi
onship in Division III the last two years for the Bobcats and
feels he can repeat that title this year.  The Division III
qualifiers will be held next week at North Central College in
Chicago.  Hurd needs to qualify next week, win the Division

III title again in a time that equals the Division I qualifying standard to advance to the
Division I championship.

“I won the outdoor title last year by a pretty good margin,” Hurd said.  “I shouldn’t
have too much trouble, but I also have to make that qualifying standard for Division I.”

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
onMarch 19, 1987

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on March 25, 1986.

“I don’t think any of us expected him to win it,” said Lewis.  “His primary gaol was the
top six.”

That sprint Hurd won the outdoor 110-meter hurdles although he was seeded 13th.
His time of 14.1 was a great improvement over the 14.7 he had run the year before.

“I surprised my coach,” he said.  “I improved my time about half a second in the final
two weeks.”

This year he was seeded forth in the indoor nationals, but he won by a yard in 7.4.
In the qualifying trials he set a national record with a 7.37.

Lewis said Hurd is doing so well not he is thinking of running him in other events
such as the 400 meter hurdles or the 4x100 relay team.

“ I didn’t work as hard as I could my sophomore year and this year I decided to Put
it altogether,” said Hurd.  “I really don’t think I have reached my potential.”
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This quilt is part of an exhibition of quilts make by Joan M.E. Gaither,  She is a fiber artist
and documentary story quilter.  She has almost two dozen quilts on display at the Hodson
Gallery in the Tatem Arts Center located at Hood College.  The exhibition opened on
January 19th and will remain until February 19th.  The Frederick News-Post published a
lengthy article about Ms. Gaither and the exhibition on January 26, 2017.
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1893 The world’s first successful open heart operation was performed by dr. Daniel Hale
Williams in Chicago’s Provident Hospital.

1895 W.E.B. Dubois, first black to obtain a Doctorate at Harvard University.

1896 U.S. Supreme Court upheld “separate but equal” doctrine (Plessy V. Ferguson) when
it ruled that lows segregating people because of their race did not violate the U.S.
Constitution.  Justice John Marshall Harlan was the only dissenter.

1898 For black regiments compiled outstanding combat records during the Spanish-
American War.  Five black received the Medal of Honor.

1901 Sigma Pi Phi, first black Greek letter fraternity for college graduates organized.

1905 Black intellectuals including Dr. W.E.B. duBois and William Monroe Trotter
organized the Niagara Movement which demanded abolition of racial
discrimination.

Chicago Defender, edited by Robert Abbott began publications.

1906 Alpha Phi Alpha, first black Greek letter fraternity for undergraduates organized.

Member of the 25th Infantry Regiment dishonorably discharged after alleged
violence in Brownsville, Texas.  (Later reversed by Army in 1972.)

1907 Harvard graduate Alaim Locke was the first black American Rhodes Scholar.

1908 Alpha Kappa Alpha, the first black Greek letter sorority formed.

1909 NAACP founded on the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln
and following the rioting Springfield Illinois.

Matt Henson was actually the first man to stand at the top of the world.  After     several
attempts, Admiral Perry and Matt Henson discovered the North Pole.  Henson, a
trail blazer for Perry actually arrived at the pole about 45 minutes before Perry.

1910 Jack Johnson won heavyweight championship.

1911 National Urban League organized in New York City to Promote jobs and urban
opportunities.
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The following is reprinted with permission from Patricia Washington’s book, Little
Children Blow Your Trumpets, published by Otter Bay books in 2010.
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The History & Achievements of the African-American Community in Fell’s Point -
1797-1869’s

A lecture series dedicated to Tom Ward & Robert Eney Founding Members of the
Preservation Society.

Since its colonial founding in the 1760’s Fell’s Point as Baltimore’s first deep water
port has been home to a diverse population including both free and enslaved black who
found employment in the thriving maritime industries that made the city an international
shipping destination.  To commemorate the 220th Anniversary of the incorporation of Fell’s
Point with its adjacent colonial neighbors of Jones Town and Baltimore Town into
Baltimore City, the Preservation Society is presenting a free lecture series consisting of
four speakers who will highlight the history of the African-American Community, its
contributions in defining its place in the development of Fell’s Point as the port of Baltimore
and its associations with the historic row of 18th century timber framed houses on S. Wolfe
Street.

All lectures will be on Thursday evenings starting at 7:00 pm at the Lucretia B.
Fisher Visitor Center located at 1724 Thames Street, Fell’s Point. A reception will follow
each lecture.
Lecture 1:  Thursday, March 30, 2017

Bryan Blundell will speak on the construction of the South Wolfe Street houses in
1797 and their role in providing housing and opportunities for African-American ship
caulkers.
Lecture 2:  Thursday, May 11, 2017

Ed Papenfuse will speak in depth on the history of the African-American
community in Fell’s Point from the 18th century to the Civil War.
Lecture 3: Thursday, October 12, 2017

Bernie Herman will speak about the South Wolfe Street houses, their place in
society, not only in Fell’s Point, but also in the larger context of the Mid-Atlantic and      Europe.
Lecture 4: Thursday, November 9, 2017

Dr. Ira Berlin, Professor, University of Maryland, a Frederick Douglass scholar will
speak on Douglass’ life during his early years in Fell’s Point.

For additional information please call Barbara Cromwell, Program Liaison, at
410-665-5497.
Reprinted from the Packet, the newsletter of the Society for the Preservation of
Federal Hill and Fell’s Point - Baltimore, MD
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Boys and Girls Clubs are right here in Frederick.  Google them an find out what a great
club it is and how much good they do for our young people.
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1913 Julius Rosenwald Fund established by rosenwald, president of Sears Roebuck.
Between its founding and 1948 it gave over $5 million to Black Colleges, including
a contribution which enabled the United Negro College Fund to be created.

1920 Marcus Garvey’s Universal Negro Improvement Association held its national
convention in Harlem.

1921 Beginning of “Harlem Renaissance” literary and cultural movement of the 1920’s.

1923 George Washington Carver awarded Spingarn Medal for distinguished research in
agricultural chemistry..

1925 Brotherhood of Sleeping Card Porters union organized by A. Philip Randolph.

1927 U.S. Supreme Court over ruled Texas law which prevented Blacks from voting in
“White primaries’.

Marcus Garvey adopted.

1928 Oscar De Priest, Black Republican from Chicago elected to Congress.

1929 Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters received a charter from the American
Federation of Labor .

1930 The New York Times began capitalizing “n” in Negro.

1931 Infamous Scottsboro trials began; nine Black youths accused of raping two white
women in a freight train.

1933 NAACP attacked segregation and discrimination in education in a suit filed against
University of North Carolina.

1935 National Council of Negro Women formed in New York City by Mary McLeod Bethune.

1936 Jessie Owens won four gold medals at the Berlin Olympics.

1937 Joe Louis became the world heavyweight boxing champion.

William H. Hastie appointed first Black federal judge.
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Black History Month
Program given at the
Silver Oak Academy.
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LOL
Lessons

On
Love

February 11, 2017

Valentine dinner at Thomas Tabernacle
Church with Pastor Edward J. Rollins

Mrs.  Carrie Bell Jones celebrating her
101st birthday at the Academy of
Carroll County Boys School

Committee Members
Marcus Allen
Marlon Moran
Helen Burks

Ida Davis

The Hertiage Club would like to thank
David Kehne and the UHS Administration,
Office Staff, Volunteers, Monika McCormik,

Stefanie Weigelt, Mike Harrison, Victor Frush,
Stephen Ward, Matt Ferrante, Belva King

and the
Custodial Staff for their help in

preparing this Community Program.

Hosted by Sister Shanolt Sampson

Speakers:
Sister Chantel Brown and Deacon Benjamin Jones
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Paintings by Wendell Poindexter, Director of Art at FCC

Rodney Dorsey
First team offensive
player of the year.

Tuscorra High School

Malik Phillips
Second team All

County  Linebacker of
the year.

Tuscorra High School

Both of these young men are members of St. James A.M.E.
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The Lesser Known History of African American Cowboys
One in four cowboys was black.  So why aren’t they more present in poplar culture?
by Katie Nodjimbadem
smithsonian.com
February 13, 2017

In his 1907 autobiography, cowboy Nat Love recounts stories from his life on the frontier so
cliché, they read like scenes form a John Wayne film.  He describes Dodge City, Kansas,
a town smattered with the romanticized institutions of the frontier, “a great many saloons,
dance halls, and gambling houses, and very little of anything else.”  He moved massive
herds of cattle from one grazing area to another, drank with Billy the Kid and participated
in shoot-outs with Native peoples defending their land on the trails.  And when not, as he
put it, “engaged in fighting Indians,” he amused himself with activities like “dare-devil riding,
shooting, roping and such sports.”

Though Love’s tales from the frontier seem typical for a 19th century cowboy, they come
from a source rarely associated with the Wild West.  Love was  African-American, born into
slavery near Nashville, Tennessee.

Few images embody the spirit of the American West as well as the trail blazing,
sharpshooting, horseback-riding cowboy of American lore.  And though African-American
cowboys don’t play a part in the popular narrative, historians estimate that one in four
cowboys were black.

The cowboy life-style came into its own in Texas, which had been cattle country since it
was colonized by Spain in the 1500’s.  But cattle farming did not become the bountiful
economic and cultural phenomenon recognized today until the late 1800’s, when millions
of cattle grazed in Texas.

White Americans seeking cheap land - and sometimes evading debt in the United States
- began moving to the Spanish (and later, Mexican) territory of Texas during the first half of
the 19th century.  Though the Mexican government opposed slavery, Americans brought
slaves with them as they settled the frontier and established cotton farms and cattle ranches.
By 1825, slaves accounted for nearly 25 percent of the Texas settler population.  By 1860,
fifteen years after it became part of the Union, that number has risen to over 30 percent -
that year’s census reported 182,566 slaves living in Texas.  As an increasingly significant
new slave state, Texas joined the confederacy in 1861.  Though the civil War hardly reached
Texas soil, many white Texans took up arms to fight alongside their brethren in the East.

While Texas ranchers fought in the war, they depended on their slaves to maintain their
land and cattle herds.  In doing so, the slaves developed the skills of cattle tending    (breaking
horses, pulling calves out of mud and releasing longhorns caught in the brush, to name a
few) that would render them invaluable to the Texas cattle industry in the post-war era.

But with a combination of a lack of effective containment - barbed wire was not yet
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invented - and too few cowhands, the cattle population ran wild.  Ranchers returned from
the war discovered that their herds were lost or out of control.  They tried to round up the
cattle and rebuild their ranches with slave labor, but eventually the Emancipation
Proclamation left them without the free workers on which they were so dependent.
Desperate for help rounding up maverick cattle, ranchers were compelled to hire non free
skilled African-Americans as paid cowhands.

Freed blacks skilled in herding cattle found themselves in even greater demand than
ranchers began selling their livestock in northern states, where beef was nearly ten times
more valuable than it was in cattle inundated Texas.  The lack of significant rail roads in the
state meant that enormous herds of cattle needed to physically moved to shipping points
in Kansas, Colorado and Missouri.  Rounding up herds on horseback, cowboys traversed
unforgiving trails fraught with harsh environmental conditions and attacks from Native
Americans defending their lands.

African-American cowboys faced discrimination in the towns they passed through - they
were barred from eating at certain restaurants or staying in certain hotels, for example -
but within their crews, they found respect and a level of equality unknown to other
African-Americans of the era.

Love recalled the camaraderie of cowboys with admiration.  “A braver, truer set of men
never lived than these wild sons of the plains whose home was in the saddle and their
couch, mother earth, with the sky for a covering.” he wrote.  “They were always ready to
share their blanket and their last ration with a less fortunate fellow companion and always
assisted each other in the many trying situations that were continually coming up in a
cowboy’s life.”

One of the few representation of black cowboys in mainstream entertainment is the
fictional Josh Deets in Texas novelist Larry McMurtry’s Lonesome Dove.  A 1989 television
miniseries based on the Pulitzer Prize winning novel starred actor Danny Glover as Deets,
an ex-slave turned cowboy who serves as a scout on a Texas-to-Montana cattle drive.
Deets was inspired by real life Bose Ikard, an African American  cowboy who worked in the
Charles Goodnight and Oliver Loving cattle drive in the late 19th century.

The real life Goodnight’s fondness for Ikard is clear in the epitaph he penned for the
cowboy: “Served with me four years on the Goodnight-Loving Trail, never shirked a duty or
disobeyed an order, road with me in many stampedes, participated in three engagements
with Comanches.  Splendid behavior.”

“The West was a vast open space and a dangerous place to be,” says Katz.  “Cowboys had
to depend on one another.  They couldn’t stop in the middle of some crisis like a stampede
or an attack by rustlers and sort out who’s black and who’s white.  Black people operated
on a level of equality with the white cowboys,” he says.

The cattle drives ended by the turn of the century.  Railroads became a more prominent
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mode of transportation in the West, barbed wire was invented, and Native Americans were
relegated to reservations, all of which decreased the need for cowboys on ranches.  This
left many cowboys, particularly African Americans who could not easily purchase land, in
a time of rough transition.

Love fell victim to the changing cattle industry and left his life on the wild frontier to become
a Pullman porter for the Denver and Rio Grande railroad.  “To us wild cowboys of the
range, used to the wild and unrestricted life of the boundless plains, the new order of
things did not appeal,” he recalled.  “Many of us became disgusted and quit the wild life for
the pursuits of our more civilized brother.”

Though opportunities to become a working cowboy were on the decline, the public’s
fascination with the cowboy life style prevailed, making way for the popularity of Wild West
shows and rodeos.

Bill Pickett, born in 1870 in Texas to former slaves, became on of the most famous early
rodeo stars.  He dropped out of school to become a ranch hand and gained an
international reputation for his unique method of catching stray cows.  Modeled after his
observations of how ranch dogs caught wandering cattle, Pickett controlled a steer by
biting the cow’s lip, subduing him.  He performed his trick, called bulldogging or steer
wrestling, for audiences around the world with the Miller Brothers’ 101 Wild Ranch Show.
”He drew applause and admiration from young and old, cowboy to city slicker.” remarks
Kats.

In 1972, 40 years after his death, Pickett became the first black honoree in the National
Rodeo Hall of Fame, and rodeo athletes still compete in a version of his event today.  And
he was just the beginning of a long tradition of African American rodeo cowboys.

Love, too, participated in early rodeos.  In 1876, he earned the nickname “Deadwood Dick”
after entering a roping competition near Deadwood, South Dakota following a cattle

Nat Love Bill Pickett

252



delivery.  Six of the contestants, including Love, were “colored cowboys.”

“I roped, threw, tied, bridled, saddled and mounted my mustang in exactly nine minutes
from the crack of the gun,” he recalled.  “My record has never been beaten.”  No horse ever
threw him as hard as that mustang, he wrote, “but I never stopped sticking my spurs in him
and using my quirt on his flanks until I prove his master.”

Seventy-six-year-old Cleo Hearn has been a professional cowboy since 1959.  In 1970, he
became the firs African American cowboy to win a calf roping event at a major rodeo.  He
was also the first African American to attend college on a rodeo scholarship.  He’s played
a cowboy in commercials for Ford, Pepsi cola and Levi’s, and was the first African
American to portray the iconic Marlboro Man.  But being a black cowboy wasn’t always
easy – he recalls being barred from entering a rodeo in his hometown of Seminole,
Oklahoma, when he was 16 years old because of his race.

“They used to not let black cowboys rope in front of the crowd,” says Roger Hardaway, a
professor of history at Northwestern Oklahoma State University.  “They had to rope after
everybody went home or the next morning.”

But Hearn did not let the discrimination stop him from doing what he loved.  Even when he
was drafted into John F. Kennedy’s Presidential Honor Guard, he continued to rope and
performed at a rodeo in New Jersey.  After graduating with a degree in business from
Langston University, Hearn was recruited to work at the Ford Motor Company in Dallas,
where he continued to compete in rodeos in his free time.

In 1971, Hearn began producing rodeos for African American cowboys.  Today, his
Cowboys of Color Rodeo recruits cowboys and cowgirls from diverse racial backgrounds.
The touring rodeo features over 200 athletes who compete at several different rodeos
through out the year, including the well know Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo.

Through the forces of modernization eventually pushed Love from the life he loved, he
reflected on this tie as a cowboy with endearment.  He wrote that he would “ever cherish a
fond and loving feeling for the old days on the range its exciting adventures, good horses,
good and bad men, long venturesome rides, Indian fights and last but foremost the friends
I have made and friends I have gained.  I gloried in the danger, and the wild and free life on
the plains, the new country I was continually traversing, and the many new scenes and
incidents continually arising in the life of a rough rider.”

African American cowboys may still be under represented in popular accounts of the West,
but the work of scholars such as Katz and Hardaway and cowboys like Hearn keep the
memories and undeniable contributions of the early African American cowboys alive

Katie Nodjimbadem
Staff reporter for Smithsonian magazine
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1958: Integration at Frederick High School
Joy Derr
Reprinted from Scott Grove article appearing in the Frederick Magazine

Reprinted with the permission of Frederick Magazine as published on August 19, 2014.
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1958 Integration of Frederick High School
Patricia Hill-Gaither

It was a “hectic experience,” and she cried a lot being one of the first three black students
to graduate from Frederick High School in 1960, Patricia Hill-Gaither said.  What made her
cry was not only a feeling of being alone, but also frustration at not being able to handle the
course work at the new school.

Ms. Hill-Gaither said she earned a’s and B’s at Lincoln High School, but “struggled through”
the courses at Frederick High - a fact she attributed to a substandard education that was
offered at Lincoln, an all black school.  “My first day was so scary.  I was nervous anyway.
It was like a whole sea of white people.  One teacher took me outside and said we will be
studying Negro history, and I said, “I’m here to learn.”

“One white student said she needed a piece of my hair for a class she was studying, and
I gave it to her.  I didn’t know better.  As I look back today, it was real dumb for her to ask me
for my hair.”  Ms. Hill-Gaither said she was apprehensive  initially when she was asked to
be the feature speaker at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Potluck dinner.  “I said I
know I can do it because I was there.  I experienced it.”

Other students were asked to attend the all-white school, Ms. Hill-Gaither said.  “But only
three volunteered.”  “I though I was smart.  Well, come to find out, I couldn’t keep up with
the course work.”

Ms. Hill-Gaither said she believes educational disparity exist today.  “It is sad there’s not
enough caring people.  I remember struggling, trying to get through and crying all the time.
I really hated to go some days.  And some days when I felt I knew the answer, the teacher
wouldn’t call on me, and when I didn’t know the answer, I was called upon.  There was on
one to talk to me, encourage me, no tutoring.  It was frustrating.”

But there were two classes Ms. Hill-Gaither said she really liked: home education class
with Alice Olston, and the glee club with Mr. Corum.  “Mrs. Olston was really nice, and in
the Glee Club, you just had a voice.  There was no pointing you out as black. We just
blended together.”

On Martin Luther King, Jr.’s holiday, Ms. Hill-Gaither, a 24 year bank teller at Farmers and
Mechanics National Bank, recalled some of her experiences in the community, such as
being ignored when she went to pick up her grandfather’s prescription at a local drug store.
“No one would recognize you even if you were at the head of the line to be served.” Ms.
Hill-Gaither said the father of a co-worker was the pharmacist where she was ignored.
“But when I told her, she said, ‘Oh, no, my father isn’t prejudiced.’”

Robert Flake, F&M personnel manager, hired her, Mrs. Hill-Gaither said.  “He said we had
to hire six blacks to meet our quota.  It didn’t bother me.  I wanted a job.”  Ms. Hill-Gaither
said she has remained a teller all these years by choice.  “I don’t want to be anything else
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because I enjoy that one-on one interaction with the public.  I could have had another job.
I don’t want to be stuck in the office somewhere.  My customers just love me, and they
often write letters expressing their appreciation.” Ms. Hill-Gaither said.

Even with the challenges she has faced, Ms. Hill-Gaither said she loves Frederick and
wouldn’t live anywhere else.  She recalled going to work in Philadelphia, PA, for two years
after high school.  “I cried to come back home.  It’s true, there’s no place like home.”

After graduation, Ms. Hill-Gaither attended the Henryton Nursing School.  The school closed
down before she could finish the one-year course, she said.  She then went to work for
local dentist Dr. V.E. Gladstone as a dental assistant.

“If I could change anything about Frederick, it would be I wish that everybody could look at
everybody else with an open mind, and know that we are all God’s children put here for a
purpose.  God made a beautiful flower garden.  God didn’t want only one color.  And I wish
people would greet each other with a smile.”

Ms. Hill-Gaither said there are some people who are quick to say, “I have a black friend.
I’m not prejudiced.  When you hear them talking like that, you know they are.”  She said
certain subject are still taboo to openly talk about in Frederick, such as interracial
marriage.  However, she said, “We have come a long way.  Anytime black children have the
opportunity to attend a variety of schools and live where they want, that’s good.”  Before,
they lived only on All Saints and South Streets, and in the John Hanson apartment
complex, Ms. Hill-Gaither said.

If she could offer one piece of advice to black youngsters today it would be, “You’re just as
good as your other fellow students.  Apply yourselves.  Strive to do your best and take
advantage of any opportunity.  Don’t let anything or anybody hold you back and keep God
with you.”

Ms. Hill-Gaither is married to John Gaither.  Her mother’s name in Iona N. Hill and her
father is the late James Williams Hill, Sr.  Her sister, the late Joyce Marie Hill, was the first
black licensed female barber in Frederick, she said.  Another brother, James Williams Hill,
Jr. is a minister in Tennessee and her youngest brother is Stephen A. Hill.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on January 18, 2000.
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Frederick County at the 250th Anniversary
Racial Equality

Frederick County’s history is full of memorable battles, but the longest struggle is perhaps
the least documented.  Unlike other conflicts, it is not defined by specific battles.  For many,
the fight for civil rights is still going on.

The pursuit of racial equality predates the founding of Frederick county, but black history
here is one of official advances and unofficial intolerance.  It is measured as much in the
minds of residents as in definitive moments of progress.

Blacks from Frederick County fought in every one of the nation’s wars, worked on farms as
well as in business and made innumerable contributions to the community.  The civil rights
movement of the 1950s and 1960s wrought significant changes in Frederick, but most of
the county’s history is marked by slavery and oppression.

In 1663, slavery was recognized by law in Maryland.  Frederick County was created by an
act of General Assembly in 1748.  The Emancipation Proclamation was signed in 1863
and in the following year slavery was abolished in Maryland.

However, blacks were not granted the real benefits of freedom for another century.
Integration in Frederick’s schools did not begin until 1954.  The Civil rights Act passed in
1963 and the Voting Rights Act was passed the following year.  Blacks did not hold elected
office in Frederick City until the 1970s.

Claude Delauter became the first black alderman in 1974.  Maynard M. Hurd, Jr. became
the first black to serve on the Frederick County board of education in 1978.

Other notable firsts included Dr. Ulysses Bourne, Howard Whims, G.J. Snowball and Albert
Dixon.  They were, respectively Frederick’s first black doctor, policeman, dentist and
mortician.  Jesse Johnson was the first black woman to work at the post office.

In 1916, a group of 12 men formed the Young Men’s Colored Reading Club at 113 Ice
Street.  The Free Colored Library was founded in the same year.  John W. Bruner was
Frederick’s first “supervisor of colored school.”  In 1920, he asked the state superintendent
of schools to build a school for blacks.  Lincoln High School opened in September, 1921.

Schools were separate but far from equal.  Black students were given only used textbooks.
Kathleen Snowden, a local historian, lived near Mount Airy but took a bus to Westminster
High School.  The route was long and winding, picking up students from all over the area.

Ms. Snowden, now a New Market resident, was frustrated by the used textbooks.  She
remembers school officials giving obviously used books to black students and calling them
“new readers.”  The students were told they were lucky to have them.  “They made such a
big deal out of it,” she said.
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Ms. Snowden was suspended for three days after she threw a book out of the bus window.
Like many who grew up in that period, she discovered an inherent hypocrisy in white
society.  Blacks could not try on clothes in stores.  They could not go to hotels.  They could
not go through the front doors of restaurants or theaters.  They were not allowed in parks.

But they were allowed to serve.  Black cooked meals, cleaned houses and cared for the
children of whites.  The freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution were still not available to
the minority.

“I never understood that,” Ms. Snowden said.  “It didn’t make much sense to me.  If I lived
to be a million years old, I’d never understand it.

In the late 1950s, integration brought an era of tension, fear and anger for both blacks and
whites.  Ms. Snowden remembers black children coming home from school crying.  Whites
called them names in the halls and snickered behind their back in the classroom.  “I
remember being so angry at the time I didn’t know what to do,” Ms.. Snowden said.  She
was personally inspired by Fannie Lou Hamer, an activist from Mississippi who was
harassed , jailed and beaten after trying to register to vote.  Ms. Snowden heard her speak
and met her.

“I will never forget that woman.  She had such determination,” she said.  Ms. Snowden
became involved in the movement, traveling across the county to events and speaking.  In
the mid-1970s, after she wrote a series in the newspaper on black heritage, two white men
shot her house with a shotgun.

Today, her outlook seems cautiously optimistic.  “I think there were changes, but there are
a lot of things we play pretend about...it leaves a lot to be desired.  There will be differences
and dislikes until the end of time.  But if people learn about other people, we won’t have
anything to be afraid of.”

Others who faced and fought prejudice share a guarded sense of accomplishment.  Lord
Nickens, perhaps one of the county’s most respected civil rights leaders, wrote in a 1995
book that the “separate but equal” doctrine of 1896 “stills exists today but is just not openly
evident.”

In 1934, Mr. Nickens joined the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People’s local chapter and later served 22 years as president.  His biography is filled with
racist incidents.

As a child, Mr. Nickens was kicked out of a bathroom because it was for whites only.  He
was once arrested for walking in Baker Park and charged $2.50 for trespassing.  He joined
the U.S. Army in 1940, fought in World War II and came home to encounter more
prejudice.

259



On the way to Jackson, SC, his bus stopped at a restaurant that refused to serve him.  A
white woman bought him a sandwich and the driver threw it into the gutter.  A lieutenant at
Fort Jackson told him that same day, “there’s no place in the Second Army for niggers.”  Mr.
Nickens hit the man in the mouth.

But  Mr. Nickens was more diplomatic that violent.  As an NAACP leader, he often chose
resistance over confrontation.  During racial conflicts in the mid-1970s, county and city
officials praised him for his role as peacemaker.  He preserved through death threats and
confrontations with the Ku Klux Klan as recently as 1990.

Mr. Nickens’ enduring strength contributed to the successes of the civil rights movement
locally.  Lime Ms. Snowden and other county leaders, his faith in humanity overcame the
pain and bitterness inflicted by racism.  In 1995, he wrote, “I find that if you don’t have the
spiritual heart to go along with the human heart, you’re lost.  I don’t hate anyone but while
I am alive, I will always fight for equality.”

Joy Onley’s book “Memories of Frederick Over on the Other Side” was a valuable resource
for this article.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on February 18, 1998.

            Julia Caesars                            Jim Diggs

Belva’s favorite picture of her great uncle and great aunt.  They lived in Bartonsville,
Maryland.
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Hospice of Frederick County
As the hospice care provider in our community, Hospice of Frederick County is committed
to making an individual’s remaining time as peaceful and pain-free as possible while at the
same time supporting those they love.  Hospice has grown in size and scope with its
compassionate end-of-life-care.  Its focus remains unchanged: to honor each person’s
journey through illness or grief with dignified care, compassionate support and gentle
guidance.
For more information please call 240-566-3030 or visit its web page at
www.hospiceoffrederick.org
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Call 1-888-856-2166 and use winners promo code # Golden Corral / FR / 1000 for
details and information abouit this cruise.
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1938 First black woman legislator, Crystal Bird Fauset, elected to Pennsylvania House of
Representatives.

U.S. Supreme Court, in the Gaines case, ruled that states must provide education
for all its citizens “within the state,” led to creation of professional and graduate
schools on all-black campuses.

1939 The Legal Defense and Educational Fund was incorporated.

Eleanor Roosevelt resigned from Daughters of the American Revolution when it
prevented Marian Anderson form singing at Constitution Hall.

1940 Dr. Charles Drew contributed to the world the blood plasma bank, which saved the
lives of thousands.

Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. appointed Brigadier General, first black general in the
history of the U.S. Army.

1941 President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 8802, which prohibited
racial and religious discrimination in war industries and government training
programs, after conferring with A. Philip Randolph, who had planned a
demonstration of 100,000 blacks in Washington to protest national defense
programs

President Roosevelt established Fair employment Practices Committee.  Dr.
Robert Weaver appointed director of a section in the Office of Production
Management which was concerned with bringing blacks into the National Defense
Program.

Dorie Miller was awarded the navy Cross for his bravery and courage during the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

1942 CORE (Congress of Racial Equality) organized in Chicago by a group of black and
whites who believed in non-violent action.

1944 Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. elected as Harlem’s representative to Congress.

United Negro College Fund established.

U.S. Supreme Court banned the “white primary” which had effectively prevented
black from voting in the south.  (Smith v. Allwright)
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Senior Jaxon Harris Accepted
Into the Naval Academy
by Grace Armogida

Yesterday, senior Jaxon Harris was accepted into one of
the nation’s most prestigious military academies.  With
the hard work, sacrifices, and dedication that goes into
applying, Harris was given a spot at the Naval Academy.

Harris commented on the time leading up to this, “I wanted
to apply to the Naval Academy after Mrs. Chavez told me
about it and all the great benefits and opportunities that
come along with making the commitment.”  The process
of applying and being eligible for the academy is time
consuming, but Harris was set on getting accepted.

“It was a very long and difficult process.  First, you have to go through the lengthy process
of the initial application.  While I was doing that, I had to apply to three separate nomination
sources, the senator, and congressmen (you have to have a nomination to be appointed).
Then, I had to conduct an interview with all of them to receive a nomination.  I got one form
the senator, but then I had to wait a long time to hear back from the academy.  But I have
thought about being accepted everyday, so it’s a dream come true,” explained Harris.

When Harris received an email from the academy offering him acceptance there were
many emotions that overcame him, “I was really surprised when I found out.  I was in
disbelief and couldn’t stop smiling.  I don’t think I’ll be weighing any other options.  I’m
pretty set on making the commitment to the Naval Academy and the Naval Service.”

For anyone that is thinking of applying to the Naval Academy, Harris has some advice, “My
advice would be to keep your grades very high, start the application early, and as soon as
you can, apply to the Naval Academy’s summer seminar.”

Principal Tracey Franklin was filled with joy when she heard the news.  “I think it’s one of
the highest honors when a high school has someone accepted into one of those presti-
gious academies,”  said Franklin.  “It exemplifies really everything that you want out of a
student because the academy isn’t just going to accept a great student or the great ath-
lete.  You need to have a very well rounded resume so when a child gets accepted to
something as prestigious as the Naval Academy, or any of those, you know that it’s be-
cause they dedicated themselves to extracurricular and they’ve dedicated themselves to
their academics.  The other piece is that they demonstrate good character and overall well
being to their community.”

For Franklin this is an honor for her as well, “For me as a principal, when you hear a kid get
that kind of designation that kind of honors - you’re incredibly proud and excited for that
individual because you know that’s been years and years of hard work because of how
difficult it is to get in.”
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Moving forward, Franklin has some advice for Harris.  “The biggest thing would be never
take where he is for granted,” said Franklin.  “I’ve been there many times for different
reasons whether it be on a field trip with my child or to a navy football game, and I think it
is truly on of the highest honors to be able to walk and be present in an academy like that.
So never take it for granted.  It’s gonna be tough, it’s gonna be difficult and it will probably
be harder than anything he has ever done.  But just of remind himself that he’s there for a
reason because he’s on of the best and he was an elite to get there and when things get
tough to tap back into the strength and the credentials that got him there in the first place
because he’s gonna need that on the tough days.  But there’s not a doubt in my mind that
he’ll get through it.”

Football Coach Joe Polce has been coaching Harris for a while and is extremely proud, “I
feel very proud.  It’s a great accomplishment for Jaxon and his family because he’s worked
really really hard.  There’s a sense of pride being his coach and I know he’ll represent
Walkersville well and in a positive light.”  Harris getting accepted did not come as a sur-
prise for Polce.  “I’m not surprised.  I think Jaxon has worked really hard and he was in
ROTC at TJ and he’s done all the right things first four years here, so I was expecting him
to get in,” said Polce.

There was no doubt that Harris had an astounding work ethic that he displayed to Polce
through years of playing football for him.  “He’s a guy that has worked extremely hard since
I first coached him when he was in fifth grade,” Polce said.  “So he’s always been a guy that
has done everything that we’ve asked him to do, and I think he’s a great fit for the Naval
Academy.”

Some advice that Polce has for Harris is to, “Keep doing what you’re doing, continue to
work hard and continue to show leadership skills.  He’s a quiet guy but he does lead by
example, and has done all the right things.  So just continue to do that and he’ll do big
things at the Naval Academy.”
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First FHS Black Female Graduate: I Was So Scared
Cara R. Anthony, News-Post Staff

Class reunions are supposed to be a happy occasion, but for Pat Gaither a reunion served
as a painful reminder of segregation and isolation at Frederick High School in 1958.

A former classmate asked Gaither to attend their 10-year class reunion.  As one of the first
black students to integrate the high school, Gaither said she was hesitant to attend, but the
classmate persuaded her to go.

“I let her talk me into going, and she told me that you can sit right beside us,” Gaither said.

When she got there the unexpected happened.  The classmate who invited her to the
event told Gaither they could not sit together.

“She said” Patricia, these seats are taken.”  I felt like I could have fallen through the floor, I
was so embarrassed,”  Gaither said.  “I said that would be the last time I would be embar-
rassed by anybody like that.”

Another classmate attending the reunion told Gaither and her husband, John, that they
could sit together with her, making an embarrassing situation a little less hurtful, she said.
Being the only black couple at the reunion made them feel like two “spots” in a room full of
people who knew Gaither as one of the first to integrate Frederick County Public
Schools.  The experience is something Gaither said she will never forget.

“When I went to Frederick High School, I was so scared, I went inside of myself,” said
Gaither, not 69.  “I just felt like I was by myself.”

Gaither can remember plenty of other moments at Frederick High that caught her off guard.
A teacher at the school pulled Gaither out of class one day to ask her if she was comfort-
able with the class talking about black people.  “I said oh, my God, he is asking me this?  I
said to him that I thought I was sent here to learn.” Gaither said.

Another memory makes her laugh.  A classmate in a biology class asked Gaither for a
piece of her hair.  “She said “we are studying your hair, your kind...you know, your kind of
people’s hair,” and I thought this is crazy,” Gaither said.  She later admitted to plucking out
a piece of hair for the classmate.

Negative experiences at Frederick High School made Gaither want to go back to one of
the only black school in Frederick County.  Before integration began she attended Lincoln
School like most black students in Frederick, she dais.  The school provided black children
in the area with an education, even though books in the school were second-rate.

Teachers did the best they could to provide students with a good education even though
the books were used.  Gaither said she struggled to keep up with her schoolwork when
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on February 18, 2012.

she transferred to Frederick High School.  In 1960, Gaither graduated form Frederick High
School, becoming the first black woman to graduate form the school.  Two black male
students graduated with Gaither that year.

“I was just so glad to get out there,” Gaither said.  “If they had told me I could have gone
back to my black school, I would have jumped at the chance, because it was like family.”

Drawing by Genesis, who is in the first grade, and is Belva’s granddaughter.
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The bust of Roger Brooke Taney and Gov. Thomas Johnson have been relocated form the
grounds of Frederick City Hall to Mount Olivet Cemetery.  A petition opposing the
relocation was dismissed in court earlier and arrangements were made to move the
statues.
As part of the agreement to move the busts to Mount Olivet Cemetery, they will undergo
restorations.  Before the permanent placement on the cemetery grounds can be done, the
city’s Historic Preservation Commission will need to give final approval on the placement.
Taney is known for issuing the majority opinion in Dred Scott v. Sanford on March 6, 1857.
The opinion concluded that black people were not U.S. citizens and therefore Scott had no
right to sue for his freedom.  The opinion also said that Congress could not outlaw slavery
in the territories, and inflamed sentiments in the lead-up to the Civil War.

Descendents of Justice Taney and Dred Scott in Annapolis, Maryland
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White Southerners Said “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” Was Fake News

So its author published a “key” to what’s true in the novel.
By Kat Eschner
smithsonian.com
March 20, 2017

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, published on this day in 1852, was technically a work of fiction.

As white abolitionist Harriet Beecher Stowe pointed out in the non-fictional key to her
work, however, the world of slavery in her book was actually less horrible than the real
world.  “Slavery, in some of its workings, is too dreadful for the purposes of art,” she
wrote.  “A work which should represent it strictly as it is would be a work which cannot
be read.”

Her book revolves around the story of Tom, a slave who suffers greatly but is sustained
by his Christian faith.  Plot points in the book include families being separated by slavery
and slaves being hunted and killed.  In a pre-war climate where those who argued for
the abolition of slavery (many from the North) clashed with those who said slavery was
an essential and humane institution (many from the South), her book became massively
popular.  But its very popularity, in a book that forced whites to empathize with enslaved
black characters, prompted some to call its story into question.

Pro-slavery white Southerners argued that Stowe’s story was just that: a story.  They
argued that its account of slavery was either “wholly false, or at least wildly exagger-
ated,” according to the University of Virginia’s special website on Stowe’s work.  Stowe,
whose work os fiction had been sympathetic to white Southerners as well as to slaves,
may have been stung by the South’s “shrill rejection of the book,” according to the web-
site.

She published The Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin in 1853.  The book, which is much harsher
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in tone than her novel, purports to present, in her words, “the original facts and docu-
ments upon which the story is founded.”  But it’s “a prickly, dense book, with none of the
readability of Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” according to the University of Virginia.  “It’s also a kind
of fiction.  Although it claims to be about the sources Stowe consulted while writing the
novel, for example, she read many of the works cited here only after the novel was
published.”

The book also educated whites, and has been cited as one of the popular instigators of
the Civil War.  “Stowe’s characters freely debate the causes of slavery, the Fugitive
Slave Law, the future of freed people, what an individual could do and racism,” according
to the Harriet Beecher Stowe Center.

Stowe, who came from an abolitionist family, wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin for her own
reasons, and from her own perspective, writes biographer Joan D. Hedrick.  She wasn’t
devoid of racial prejudice and assumptions about correct social order placing her white
self at the top, writes Hedrick.  But the level of sympathy in her work gives it power,
Hedrick writes, and whether she read the exact works that she cites in the Key before or
after writing the novel, those works corroborate the facts of her story.

Stowe’s book became a rallying cry for the anti-slavery movement.  But to many black
people, the characters in Uncle Tom’s Cabin were insulting.  Stowe’s vision of a passive,
religious slave who, although he wanted freedom, didn’t want to rise above whites, is a
good example of some of the assumptions white Northerners had about the meaning of
black freedom.  By the early twentieth century, writs Adena Spingarn for The Root,
“Uncle Tom” was on its way to becoming the insult it’s known as today.
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The Horrible Fate of John Casor, the first black Man to be Declared Slave for Life
in America
Black people in early America weren’t slaves.  After this lawsuit, they could be.

by Kat Eschner
smithsonian.com
March 8, 2017

The only date definitely connected to John Casor’s life is this day in 1654 or 1655.  It’s not
when he was born, when he achieved something or when he died.  It’s when he became a
slave.

Casor was originally an indentured servant, which meant he was practically a slave in
some senses.  But what was bought or sold wasn’t him, it was his contract of indenture,
which obligated him to work for its holder for the period it set.  At the end of that time,
indentured servants - who could be of any race - were considered legally free and sent out
into the world.

This might sound like a rough deal, but indenture was how the British colonizers who lived
in what would later become the United States managed to populate the land and get
enough people to do the back-breaking work of farming crops like tobacco in the South.

People who survived their period of indenture (many didn’t) went on to live free lives in the
colonies, often after receiving some kind of small compensation like clothes, land or tools
to help set them up, writes Ariana Kyl for Today I Found Out.

That was the incentive that caused many poor whites to indenture themselves and their
families and move to the so-called New World.  But Africans who were indentured were
often captured and brought over against their will.  That’s what happened to the holder of
Casor’s indenture, Anthony Johnson.  Johnson served out his contract and went on to run
his own tobacco farm and hold his indentured servants, among them Casor.  At this time,
the colony of Virginia had very few black people in it: Johnson was one of the original 20.

After a disagreement about whether or not Casor’s contract was lapsed, a court ruled in
favor of Johnson and  Casor saw the status of his indenture turn into slavery, where he -
not his contract - was considered property.  Caso claimed that he had served his indenture
of “seaven or Eight years” and seven more years on top of that.  The court sided with
Johnson, who claimed that Casor was his slave for life.

So Casor became the first person to be arbitrarily declared a slave for life in the U.S.  (An
earlier case had ended with a man named John Punch being declared a slave for life as
punishment for trying to escape his indentured servitude.  His fellow escapes, who were
white, were not punished in this way.)  Of course, as Wesleyan University notes, “the
Transatlantic slave trade from Africa to the Americas had been around for over a century
already, originating around 1500.”  Slaves, usually captured and sold by other African
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tribes, were transported across the Atlantic to the Americas, the university’s blog notes.
Around 11 million people were transported from 1500 to 1850, costly to Brazil and the
Caribbean islands.  If they arrived in America, originally they became indentured servants;
it they arrived elsewhere, they became slaves.

Castor’s story is particularly grim in hindsight.  His slip into slavery would be followed by
many, many other people of Africa descent who were declared property in what became
the United States.  It was a watershed moment in the history of institutional slavery.

“About seven years later, Virginia made this practice legal fro everyone, in 1661, by    making
it state law for any free white, black or Indian to be able to own slaves, along with
indentured servants,” Kyl writes.  The step from there to a racialized idea of slavery wasn’t
a hugh one, she writes, and by the time Johnson died in 1670, his race was used to justify
giving his plantation to a white man rather than Johnson’s children by his wife, Mary.  He
was “not a citizen of the colony,” a judge ruled, because he was black.
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Continuation of the Diggs Family History gathered by Carolyn Ambush Davis,
daughter of Julia Virginia Diggs Ambush.  Thank you Carolyn for sharing your
family history.
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1945 First state Fair Employment Practices Commission established in New York.

More than one million blacks were inducted or drafted into the armed forces by the
end of World War II.

Dr. Charles E. Rochelle of Evansville, Indiana served on the Indiana Board of
Education for 23 years, from 1945 to 1968, and is believed to be the longest
reigning State Board of Education member in the United States.

1946 U. S. Supreme Court banned segregation in interstate bus travel.

1947 CORE sent first “freedom riders” through the South.

Jackie Robinson became the first black in major league baseball, joined the
Brooklyn Dodgers.

Truman’s Committee on Civil Rights issued report “To Secure These Rights” critical
of segregation and racial injustice.

1948 U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Federal and State courts cannot enforce restrictive
convenants.  (Shelly v. Kraemer)

President Truman issued Executive Order 9981 which required “equality” of
treatment and opportunity in the armed forces.

1949 Wesley Brown became the first black to graduate from the U.S. Naval Academy at
Annapolis.

1950 Dr. Ralph J. Bunche was the first black to win the Nobel Peace Prize.

Gwendolyn Brooks awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry.

In McLaurin v. Board of regents, Supreme Court ruled against classroom and social
segregation of Negro students attending University of Oklahoma.

In Sweatt v Painter, Supreme Court ruled that equality of education entails more
than comparability of facilities, implying that “separate” by definition, must be

unequal.
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Asbury United Methodist Church Hosts Block Party

Asbury United Methodist Church wishes to thank everyone who helped with Asbury’s first
block party.  Thanks to Mayor Randy McClement and Police Chief Kim Dine for attending
and speaking to the crowd.  Also thanks to the United Fire Co., who came with two of their
vehicles to show the children their equipments, as well as give them fireman hats; the
Frederick County Health Department for providing information and health screenings; and
to Regal Cinema for providing popcorn.  Thanks to Mountain City Elks Lodge for allowing
us to use their parking lot and facilities, and to members of the Fredericktonian Masons
and Queen Esther Eastern Stars for assisting us.  Appreciation to Petie Sewell for a free
haircut gift card and Ambrose Hill for free haircuts and gift cards for our prize drawings.

We also wish to thank the approximately 225 people who attended the event that offered
free food, moon bounces, puppet shows, numerous games, children’s crafts, face paint-
ing, a prayer tent, a health tent, first aid stations, music, entertainment, line dancing and
prize drawings, as well as information about the church ministries.  Asbury’s clothes closet
was open, as well as the grand opening of Asbury’s food pantry.  We look forward to
making this an annual event.  May God bless all of you.

Rose Chaney and the missions and neighborhood outreach ministries of Asbury United
Methodist Church.
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on November 16, 2012.

Youth March for Integrated Schools (October 25, 1958 and April 18, 1959)

In 1958 and 1959, martin Luther King, Jr., served as an honorary chairman of two youth
marches for integrated school, large demonstrations that took place in Washington, DC,
aimed at expressing support for the elimination of school segregation from American   public
schools.

In August 1958, a small committee headed by labor leader A. Philip Randolph began
organizing the first Youth March for Integrated School, to take place on October 25, 1958.
Born out of the “need for a project that would combine a moral appeal, reveal the support
of liberal white people and Negroes together, and generally to give people in the North an
opportunity to show their solidarity with Negro children in the South who have become the
first line of defense in the struggle for integrated schools,” the march represented a
convergence of organizations and individuals interested in a common cause.  A diverse
group of leaders planned the march; the six honorary chairmen involved in the marches
both years were king, Randolph, Roy Wilkins, Ruth Bunche, Jackie Robinson, and Daisy
Bates.

On the day of the 1958 march, an integrated crowd of 10,000 marched down Constitution
Avenue in Washington, DC., to the Lincoln Memorial.  There Coretta Scott King delivered
a speech on behalf of her husband, who was recovering form being stabbed by Izola Curry
while in New York.  Although King could not attend the march, he was enthusiastic about
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its possibilities, saying that “such a project will do much to give courage, support, and
encouragement to our (beleaguered) children and adults in the South.  Simultaneously it
will have a profound moral effect upon the nation and world opinion”.  During the march,
Harry Belafonte led a small, integrated group of students to the White House to meet
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, but was unable to meet with the president or any of his
assistants.  After staging as half-hour picket, the students left a list of demands to be
forwarded to the president.

The second youth march was intended to build upon the efforts of 1958 by holding a large
event and circulating a petition to urge “the President and Congress of the United States to
put into effect an executive and legislative program which will insure the orderly and speedy
integration of schools throughout the United States.”  On April 18, 1959, an estimated
26,000 participants marched down the National Mall to a program at the Sylvan Theater,
where speeches were given by King, randolph, Wilkins, and Charles Zimmerman,
chairman of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations
(AFL-CIO) Civil Rights Committee.  A delegation of students again went to the White House
to present their demands to Eisenhower, but this time they met with his deputy assistant,
Gerald D. Morgan, who reportedly said that “the president is just as anxious as they are to
see an American where discrimination does not exist, where equality of opportunity is
available to all”.

The 1959 march was marred by accusations of Communist infiltration.  The day before the
march was to take place, Randolph, Wilkins, and King released a statement denying such
involvement: “The sponsors of the March have not invited Communists or communist
organizations.  Nor have they invited members of the Ku Klux Klan or the White Citizens’
Council.  We do not want the participation of these groups, nor of individuals or other
organizations holding similar views”.

While Eisenhower and Congress failed to pass additional legislation that would have
enhanced the 1957 Civil Rights Act and speed up school integration, the two marches had
symbolic power.  King told the 1959 marchers that the events’ successful outcomes were
a sign of how, “in you great movement to organize a march for integrated schools, ...you
have awakened on hundreds of campuses throughout the land to a new spirit of social
inquiry to the benefit of all Americans.
Reprinted from the internet, Martin Luther King, Jr, and the Global Freedom Struggle
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The continuation of the Diggs Family History.  The Frederick News-Post articles
were used by Carolyn Ambush Davis with permission of the Frederick News-Post.
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How African-American Disappeared From the Kentucky Derby
Black jockeys won more than half of the first 25 runnings of the Kentucky Derby.
Then they started losing their jobs.
by Katherine Mooney, The Conversation
smithsonian.com
May 5, 2017

When the horses enter the gate for the 143rd Kentucky Derby, their jockeys will hail form
Louisiana, Mexico, Nebraska and France.  None will be African-American.  That’s been the
norm for quite a while.  When Marlon St. Julien road the Derby in 2000, he became the first
black man to get a mount since 1921.

It wasn’t always this way.  The Kentucky Derby, in fact, is closely intertwined with black
Americans’ struggles for equality, a history I explore in my book on race and thoroughbred
racing.  In the 19th century - when horse racing was America’s most popular sport - former
slaves populated the ranks of jockeys and trainers, and black men won more than half of
the first 25 runnings of the Kentucky Derby.  But in the 1890s - as Jim Crow laws destroyed
gains black people had made since emancipation - they ended up losing their jobs.

From slavery to the Kentucky Derby

On May 17, 1875, a new track at Churchill Downs ran, for the first time, what it hoped
would become its signature event: the Kentucky Derby.

Prominent thoroughbred owner H. Price McGrath entered two horses: Aristides and
Chesapeake.  Aristides’ rider that afternoon was Oliver Lewis, who, like most of his
Kentucky Derby foes, was African-American.  The horse’s trainer was an elderly form slave
named Ansel Williamson.  Lewis was supposed to take Aristides to the lead, tire the field,
and then let Chesapeake go on to win.  But Aristides simply refused to let his stablemate
pass him.  He ended up scoring a thrilling victory, starting the Kentucky Derby on its path
to international fame.  Meanwhile, men like Lewis and Williamson had shown that free
black could be accomplished, celebrated members of society.

“I ride to win”

To many black Americans, Isaac Murphy symbolized this ideal.  Between 1884 and 1891,
Murphy won three Kentucky Derbys, a mark unequaled until 1945.  Born a slave in
Kentucky, Murphy along with black peers like Pike Barnes, Soup Perkins and Willie Simms,
rode regularly in integrated competition and earned big paychecks.  Black jockeys were
even the subjects of celebrity gossip; when Murphy bought a new house, it make the front
page of The New York Times.  One white memoirist, liking back on his childhood,         re-
membered that “every little boy who took any interest in racing...had an admiration for
Isaac Murphy.”  After the Civil War, the Constitution guaranteed black male suffrage and
equal protection under the law, but Isaac Murphy embodied citizenship in a different way.
He was both a black man and a popular hero.
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When Murphy rode one of this most famous races, piloting Salvator to victory over Tenny
at Sheepshead Bay in 1890, the crusading black journalist T. Thomas Fortune interviewed
him after the race.  Murphy was friendly, but blunt: “I ride to win.”

Fortune, who was waging a legal battle to desegregate New York hotels, loved that re-
sponse.  It was that kind of determination that would change the world, he told his readers:
men like Isaac Murphy, leading by example in the fight to end racism after slavery.

Destined to disappear?

Only a few weeks after the interview with Fortune, Murphy’s career suffered a tremendous
blow when he was accused of drinking on the job.  He would go on to win another Kentucky
Derby the next spring, riding Kingman, a thoroughbred owned by form slave Dudley Allen,
the first and only black man to own a Kentucky Derby winner.  But Murphy died of heart
failure in 1896 at the age of 35 - two months before the Supreme Court made segregation
the law of the land in Plessy v. Ferguson.

Black men continued to ride successfully through the 1890s, but their role in the sport was
tenuous at best.  A Chicago sportswriter grumbled that when he went to the track and saw
black fans cheering black riders, he was uncomfortably reminded that black men could
vote.  The 15th Amendment and Isaac Murphy had opened the door for black Americans,
but many whites were eager to slam it shut.

After years of success, black men began getting fewer jobs on the racetrack, losing pro-
motions and opportunities to ride top horses.  White jockeys started to openly demand
segregated competition.  One told the New York Sun in 1908 that one of his black oppo-
nents was probably the best jockey he had ever seen, but that he and his colleagues “did
not like to have the Negro riding in the same races with them.”  In 1905 Washington Post
article titled “Negro Rider on Wane,” the writer insisted that black men were inferior and
thus destined to disappear from the track, as Native Americans had inevitable disappeared
from their homelands.

Black jockey Jimmy Winkfield shot to stardom with consecutive Kentucky Derby victories
in 1901 and 1902, but he quickly found it difficult to get more mounts, a pattern that be-
came all too common.  He left the United States for a career in Europe, but his contempo-
raries often weren’t so fortunate.

Their obituaries give us glimpses of the depression and desperation that came with taking
pride in a vocation, only to have it wrenched away.  Soup Perkins, who won the Kentucky
Derby at 15, drank himself to death at 31.  The jockey Tom Britton couldn’t find a job and
committed suicide by swallowing acid.  Albert Isom bought a pistol at a pawnshop and
shop himself in the head in front of the clerk.

The history of the Kentucky Derby, then, is also the history of men who were at the fore-
front of black life in the decades after emancipation - only to pay a terrible price for it.

299



Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-
Post publisher on November 1, 2015.

Barbershop has long history

Sewell’s Barbershop has sat, largely unchanged, at
112 West All Saints Street for more than 70 years.
Frederick Beaner started the one-chair shop some-
time in the late 1920s or early 1930s, said Mr.
beaner’s daughter, Hilda Diggs.

At that time, it was called Beaner’s Barbershop.  D
diggs remembers stopping by on school mornings
to get milk money.  “He kept a silver sup full of
nickels,” she said

During the summers, she and her sisters would eat mashed potatoes and spare ribs
prepared by their father on a little stove in the shop.  “He used to take care of us down there
when my mom worked,” she said.  Mr. Beaner died in 1944 and the shop was sold to
another barber, she said.  In 1972, it changed hands again when Walter Pete Sewell, now
74, bought it.

Mr. Sewell’s ties to the shop date to his childhood, He lived above it as a boy.  “I used to
come down and sweep the floor,” he said.  After buying it, he removed a second chair that
had been installed by the previous owner.  He also added a bathroom.  Other than that, the
shop hasn’t changed much.

“If this board could talk,” Mr. Sewell said as he lifted a red leather covered board that
children sit on while having their hair trimmed.  “How many kids have sat on this board.”
Roland Foreman, Mr. Sewell’s client for more than 30 years, said he brought his sons and
later his grandson to get their hair trimmed on that board.  Generations have grown up in
Mr. Sewell’s chair, Mr. Foreman said.
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on June 10, 2006
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1951 New York City Council prohibited racial discrimination in city housing projects.

NAACP launched drive for “equality under law” with onslaught against school
segregation in the South

University of North Carolina admitted first black student.

A new era of racist assassinations began with the bomb death of Harry T. Moore, a
Florida NAACP leader in Mims, Florida.

1952 University of Tennessee admitted first black student.

Ford Theater of Baltimore, Maryland eliminated segregation policy dating to 1861.

1953 U.S. Supreme Court ruled that restaurants in Washington, DC could not refuse to
serve blacks.

Phi beta Kappa Chapter established at Fisk University.

1954 U.S. Supreme Court in an unanimous landmark decision (Brown v. Board of
Educa tion) ruled that racial segregation in public schools was unconstitutional
because separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.”  Among the
organizations filing briefs in support were the American Civil Liberties Union,
the American Ethical Union, the American Jewish Committee, the Anti-Defama-
tion League of B’nai B’rith, the Japanese American Citizens League and the
Unitarian for Social Justice.

First White Citizens Council formed in Mississippi.

1954 Defense Department announced that all armed forces units had been integrated
during President Eisenhower’s administration.

1955 U.S. Supreme Court ordered school desegregation with all deliberate speed.

Bus boycott began in Montgomery, Alabama under the leadership of Dr. Martin
Luther King after Rosa Parks  refused to give up her seat on a segregated bus in
Montgomery.

Interstate Commerce Commission banned segregation in buses, in waiting rooms
and in travel coaches involved in interstate travel.
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The continuation of the Diggs Family History.  The Frederick News-Post articles
were used by Carolyn Ambush Davis with permission of the Frederick News-Post.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher of Your Life. Your Community.,
Volume 1, 2006

The  Randall Family, LLC and The Frederick News-Post published a three volume set of
books in 2006-2008.  They are titled Your Life.  Your Community.  As you look through the
pages you can find glimpses of African American life in Frederick.
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Reprinted with the permission of the
Frederick News-Post publisher of Your
Life. Your Community., Volume 1, 2006
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Prize winning Nahvia Naylor (Sister Wanda’s
granddaughter).  She is an equestrian and won
third placed in the goat tying competition in May in
Pennsylvania.  It’s so wonderful to see our young
people displaying interest in new avenues.

Congratulations Nahvia
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Dr. Blanche Bourne-Tyree achieved the age of 100 in May of this year.  Sixteen years
ago she was interviewed about her life.

Dr. Blanche Bourne-Tyree, 86, retired pediatrician, professor, and public health
administrator.
My father was a physician here in Frederick.  I loved my mother, but Dad was my idol.
Interestingly enough, about 85-95 percent of his practice was white.

One day, Daddy was having the house remodeled, and the contractor said, “Little girl,
what are you going to do when you grow up?”  I said, “I’m going to be a doctor.”  And
they all laughed.  From then on I knew I was going to be a doctor.

My parents protected me from a lot of segregation.  But they wouldn’t allow me to go to
go the movies because we had to sit in the peanut gallery.  So Daddy and Bill Lee’s
grandfather opened a theater for our people.

A dear (white) friend and I would often compare our childhoods.  Of course, our paths
never met as children, but we both loved Frederick.

I only doubted my decision to become a doctor once.  I was a sophomore at the Howard
University College of Medicine, and I had a physiology teacher I just could not follow.  So
the day before the big test, I decided I was through.  I called Mother and Dad and told
them I was coming home.  They said, “All right.”  I said, “Pick me up tomorrow at noon.”
So they came the next day and I looked at them and said, “I’m not going.”  And they
said, “All right.  Bye.”

During my surgical internship, the other doctors were a little surprised because, during
my first operation, a vessel broke and blood ran up into my face.  But I didn’t flinch.

When Frederick’s 250th anniversary came about, someone said to me, “You’re the first
woman in Frederick County to receive a medical degree.”

I practiced in Cincinnati, Ohio, and then in St. Louis.  Then  I came back here and got a
position as an instructor in pediatrics at Howard.  Later, I worked for the Department of
Public Health in DC.  I do not feel I had to work harder than anyone else.  I worked very
hard, but I never felt anything was because of my race or my sex.

I had a referral practice.  Back then, doctors were getting married and having children,
and they would come to me.  I couldn’t , I wouldn’t charge them, so I ended up with a
huge practice and no money!

I’ve been widowed twice.  When I came back here, I had no intention of getting married
again.  But I did meet a man, Chris, to whom I’m now married, a year after I moved.

Everybody who’s had two knees replaced seems to walk perfectly well, except me!
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I’m on the board at Hood College.  I did work a lot with the Delaplaine, and I’ve been on
the board of the Community Foundation.

My last ‘job” was a co-host of Young at Heart on Channel 10.  I think I have more fun
doing it than they get from me.  I don’t know what it is I get involved with, but I’m busy all
the time.

What’s good about growing older?  Just living.  And you can look back on wonderful
memories.  Now I only do what I really want to do.  May times, I did things because I felt
obligated.  I don’t feel that anymore.

Ulysses Bourne and wife
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Dr. Blanche, as a young child is third from the left, with her family about 1927.

Mathew Diggs Photography

Email: mldiggsphotography@gmail.com            www.mldiggsphotography.smugmug.com
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A petition from the African American community to the mayor and alderman of Frederick
City  in 1934.
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Why Do We Have the Mason Dixon Line?

Getting along with neighbors is always a challenge.

Colonial Maryland and Pennsylvania had it harder than most: they both had legitimate (to
them) claims to a large area of land.  It was this competing interest that led to Cresap’s
War, also known ad the Conjocular War, a bloody eight-year conflict over the city of Phila-
delphia and surrounding area.

This little-known border conflict eventually required the British crown to step in and restore
peace.  Memory of the conflict was one of the original reasons that the Calvert and Penn
families, the founders of Maryland and Pennsylvania, respectively, paid for the Mason-
Dixon line to be surveyed.

Pennsylvania’s charter described its boundaries in complicated (by modern standards)
terms, saying that its southern border should be “a Circle drowne at twelve miles distance
from New Castle (Delaware) Northward and Westward unto the beginning of the fortieth
degree of Northern Latitude, and then by a streight Line Westward to the Limitt of Longi-
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tude above-mentioned.”  However, whoever surveyed the colony made a serious geo-
graphical error, since the 40th parallel was north of Philadelphia - which would have put
the growing city in Maryland, not Pennsylvania.

The two colonies began arguing about where the border actually was.  In 1724, the British
crown told them to work it out politely.  Of course, nobody listened.  “Despite the Crown’s
mandate, Pennsylvania created Lancaster County, clearly extending south of the border
as claimed by Maryland,” writes trivia expert Dan Lewis.

Maryland responded by getting Thomas Cresap, a man who had been a land agent for the
Calvert family of Maryland, to built a settlement by the Susquehanna River.  He did so and
began doing business with the Pennsylvania Dutch, claiming the taxes they paid for the
government of Maryland.  In time, the trading post he built became an important    Mary-
land outpost.

Then in 1736, according to the National Park Service, he was accused of murder by the
Pennsylvanians and captured after his house was set on fire.  After this, the government of
Maryland petitioned King George to intervene and settle the boundary dispute once and
for all.  The colonies never officially declared war on each other, but small border skir-
mishes kept occurring, and it wasn’t until this day in 1738 that the two colonies signed a
peace treaty agreeing to a permanent border, and to not “permit or suffer any Tumults
Riots or other Outrageous Disorders to be committed on the Borders of their respective
Provinces.”

That border they settled on was about 15 miles south of Philadelphia, writes David Ander-
son for the Baltimore Sun.

In 1750, writes Lewis, the court made the original agreement binding and declared that
the border sat at “roughly 39 degrees and 40 minutes north.”  Seventeen years later, sur-
veyors Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon, hired by the Penns and Calverts, make the
Mason-Dixon Line official.

Kat Eschner
Smithsonian.com Daily
May 25, 2017
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Back to School Time!
The Lincoln Elementary School PTA is looking for volunteers to work with students after school and
volunteer for classroom projects on the weekends.  We serve as a community organization for the
Lincoln community - 650-700 students and their families are directly served by our organization.
Contact Katie Nash at katiejonash@gmail.com if interested in joining us.
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986 continued

1955 Roy Wilkins succeeded Walter White as executive secretary of NAACP.

Emmett Till, aged fourteen, kidnapped an lynched in Mississippi.

Marian Anderson was the first black singer to sing at the Metropolitan Opera House.

1956 Autherine Lucy admitted to University of Alabama, later suspended after the riot.

U.S. Supreme Court upheld lower court’s ruling banning segregation on public buses
in Montgomery, Alabama.

Mary Bell is first black woman to hold the office of President of a major
broadcasting company.

1957 Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) organized under the
leadership of Dr. Martin Luther King.

Congress passed Civil Rights Act, first since 1875, allowing federal government to
bring suits in behalf of anyone denied the right to vote and creating U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights.

President Eisenhower ordered federal troop to Little rock, Arkansas to enforce court
ordered integration of Little Rock schools.

The first city with a Fair Housing Practice Law was New York City.

1958 Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin In the Sun, first play by a black woman produced on
Broadway.

Ernest Green graduated from Little Rock’s Central High School with 600 white
classmates.

1960 Four students from North Carolina College of Agriculture and Technology
organized a sit-in in Greensboro, North Carolina; beginning of the sit-in movement.

Formation of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which
conducted sit-ins and voter registration drives.

President Eisenhower signed the Civil rights Act of 1960.
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Praise Team
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Reginald Brown, Jr. and Kristine Francisco
were married on May 22, 2017 at Quiet
Waters Park in Annapolis, MD.  Rev. Debra
Plummer officiated.  The bride is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Fancisco.  The bridegroom is
the son of Reginald Brown, Sr. and Rev. Debra
Plummer.  Following a reception at Yellowfin
Steak and Fish House in Edgewater, MD, the
couple left for Hawaii.  The bride and groom
are graduates of Frostburg State University in
Frostburg, MD.
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Obituary of Francis Simpson
From the New Market Journal - January 12,
1863.

Departed this life on December 25, 1862, in
New London, Frederick County, Md., after a
lingering illness FRANCIS SIMPSON, age
seventy-one, nine months and eighteen days.

Brother Simpson, the son of Basil and Sarah
Worthington Simpson, was born in Johnsville,
Frederick County, MD.  He had the misfortune
at an early age of seventeen years to lose his
eye-sight.  His eyes naturally weak from
childhood, were greatly injured as was
supposed by efforts made when a school boy
was made to gaze long at the sun, and though
surgical relief was sought, ultimate total
blindness was the result.  His father,
removing to Elkridge in the vicinity of Savage
Factory, soon there after died, the subject of
this brief memoir the possessor of a
handsome patrimony.  But Alas! with him the
loss of sight was the precursor of the loss of
worldly wealth, which was to him the greater
misfortune, as a young and comparatively
helpless family was thus left wholly to his own
necessarily inefficient exertions, for support.

Thus the dishonest of false friends and a
severe attack of illness had the effect for
several years to impair his mind.  He joined
the Methodist Episcopal Church about the
30th year of his age.  His religious life was
also, at times, chequered by occasional
periods of coldness, despondency and gloom.
It is probable when wholly himself, he never
entirely lost his confidence in the personally
availing efficacy of the Redeemer’s blood.
Though often from blindness and other
reasons, deprived of the privilege of going to
the house of God, yet it is doubtless his
desire to be a child of God.  He ever delighted
in family worship, and singing the praises of
God aloud was especially the solace and
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comfort of the last twelve months of his life.  His last words were, “my trust is in Jesus.”

His funeral was largely attended at Central Chapel, when a discourse was preached by
the writer from the words:
“And I will bring the blind by the way they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have
not known; I will make the darkness light before them, and crooked things straight.  These
things will I do unto them and not forsake them.”  (Isaiah, 42nd chapter, 16th verse)

May all of his friends and family meet him in heaven.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post publisher on April 9, 1958

NAACP Urges Registration
The annual register and vote campaign of the Frederick branch NAACP is under way it
was announced today.  This year the NAACP has the joint participation of some 14 Negro
churches and organizations in the campaign to get every Negro who is 21 years or over to
register so that he will be able to vote his choice in the coming election.

The president, Lynwood A Jones, Jr., emphasized that this campaign does not in any way
support or endorse any political figure or party.  People are asked to register and vote as
they see fit.

The Negro community of the city has been divided into sections.  The ministers of churches
and heads of organizations are serving as section captains and each has been assigned
a section.  Canvassers are knocking on every door in and effort to make sure no family is
missed.  It is hoped that the goal of 1,000 registered voters will be reached during this
campaign, Jones said.  To date there are 253 Negroes who have re-registered.

A “giant thermometer” has been placed on the front grounds of Asbury Methodist church,
Jones pointed out, showing the increase in registrants as they are tabulated.  It is hoped
that this will serve as a reminder for those who have failed to become bonafide voters.  The
dead line for city registration is May 9 and April 19, for the county.

The churches participating in the campaign are Fist Missionary Baptist, Asbury Methodist
and Quinn AME.  The organizations are Mt. City Lodge, Wm. P. Larkin Post 112, Frontiers
of America, Masonic Lodge, Mme. C. J. Walker Temple, Progressive Socialites, Lincoln
P-TA, Hobby Club and Eastern Star.

Gigi King
2nd Grade
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Have you ever wondered who the the William R. Diggs
Memorial Swiming Pool was named after?

Well here he is.
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Published by the National Portrait Gallery - Smithsonian Institution
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