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Negro Mountain by JW Kent

If you drive west on Interstate 68 from Cumberland, Maryland, you will cross over several
tall, steep ridges.  These ridges were formed by the Alleghenian Orogeny during the late
Permian Period, when the African continent slammed into what is now North America.  On
the summit of one of these ridges there is a sign that has sparked a good deal of
controversy.  “Negro Mountain”, the sign reads.

Not too long ago a white politician attempted to change the name of Negro Mountain
because the name was “embarrassing and offensive”.  He may well have succeeded if not
for the efforts of a group of African American historians, who raised an outcry of “Don’t you
dare!”  Good for them.  The mountain was named by Thomas Cresap, circa 1756.  Cresap
was an early settler, who built a fort, and trading post on what was then the western
frontier of Maryland.  You probably won’t see his name in a school textbook, because
someone famous didn’t write a silly poem about him.  Cresap did a lot of trading with the
Native Americans that frequented the area, and they referred to his trading post as “The
big spoon”, because he was famed for feeding any and all who came.  He was even invited
to the council fires of one tribe, an honor seldom bestowed.

When the Seven Years War broke out, the French came up with a strategy to pull British
resources away from the “real” fighting, by sending Indian mercenaries to attack the west-
ern settlements.  Before you go all politically correct on me, I must say that if a group has
to travel for hundreds of miles to torture, murder, burn and butcher innocent civilians that
are no threat to them, and do so under the payroll of another European power, they are not
“defending their homeland”, they are simply acting as mercenaries.  This war of terror did
not have the desired effect, because the British sent precious little help to the frontier.
Sure, they sent a few token Provincial troops, but for the most part, the settlers were left of
defend themselves.  Thomas Cresap was given the rank of Colonel, and in 1756 raised a
group of forty Rangers.  The colonial Rangers were the elite of the militia.  The best of the
best.  They did not fight “in Line” like regular troops, they used guerrilla tactics, and were
commonly deployed as scouts.  Rangers, unlike regular troops, had to be able to think and
act independently, so only the most intelligent and skilled of men were allowed to volun-
teer.  One of Cresasp’s forty Rangers was a freed African slave.  Yes, one of the “best of the
best” was black.

This may sound surprising, but it shouldn’t.  The early settlers were a diverse bunch.  Sure,
many like Cresap, were English, but most of them were Germans, Dutch, Swiss, Welch,
French Huguenots, Irish, and Scots.  Many of the last two were former slaves themselves.
Most of them didn’t speak English when they arrived on American soil.  A man’s back-
ground didn’t matter on the frontier.  The color of his skin didn’t matter.  A man was judged
by his own merit.  He was judged by his sense of honor, his skills, and his willingness to
help others face hardships and adversities that a few today can even comprehend.  I must
say that this is how it should be; everywhere, and in all times.
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This black Ranger was by all accounts a huge man. Possessed of an almost unbelievable
strength.  He refused to give anyone his name.  His comrades had a great deal of respect
for him, and refused to refer to him as “Hey *insert “n-work” here”, as he jokingly requested,
so they gave him a nickname.  They called him Nemisis based on his prowess in battle, for
when it came down to the inevitable hand-to-hand combat, none could stand against him.

On one fateful day there was an attack on the settlements.  Several settlers were killed,
and some horses were stolen.  Cresap’s Rangers went in pursuit, and caught up to the
Indians on an unnamed ridge.  Using tactics similar to that of modern Rangers, the men
split up.  One larger force acted as a diversion, while the rest flanked the enemy.  Unknown
to the Rangers, many of the Indians, mounted on the stolen horses, had circles around,
and caught Cresap, and the diversionary force unawares.  The Indians immediately dis-
mounted to fire.  With no time to re-load, the men were sitting ducks, and would surely
have been killed.  Enter Nemesis.  Roaring like an enraged bear, Nemisis burst form the
woods some thirty yards away, and discharged his weapon into the enemy’s midst, draw-
ing their fire.  He saved Cresap’s life, and the lives of many of his fellows.  Sadly, he was
killed.  His act of selfless heroism gave his comrades the time needed to re-load, and the
Indians were defeated, and those not killed “ran off”.

There is no greater deed a man can so than to give his life for his friends.  Today, his heroic
actions would surely earn him the Medal of Honor.  Alas, there was no equivalent of such
an award then.

To honor Nemesis, Cresap named the ridge after him.  He believed it inappropriate to give
the ridge his nickname, and so gave it the name of the big man had requested they call
him.  Negro Mountain it has been ever since.

Perhaps it is a good thing that the name makes many people uncomfortable.  If it did not,
the story of Nemesis may well have been long forgotten.  That would be a tragedy of
mountainous proportions, because his story of courage and sacrifice should never be
forgotten.

Somewhere on Negro Mountain rest the unmarked grave of a big, big man.  A man so big,
that only a mountain could serve as his monument.  All Americans owe him a huge debt.  It
was partially him, and those men like him on the frontier, that defined this country and
what it stands for.

So here’s to you Nemesis.  I can only wish that I could shake your hand.  If the name of
your monument makes some uncomfortable, so be it.  Maybe it’s a good thing.  If nothing
else, perhaps it will raise awareness that not all heroes of that time were white, and not all
men with black skin were friendless slaves.  His almost two hundred sixty year old story
stands as a shining example that men of different races can walk together in friendship,
mutual respect, and love.
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Memories of Jerry Bell - by June Howes of Keymar, MD

I have fond memories of Jerry Bell, a wonderful man who lived in the black community of
Sandy Spring.  Jerry was our blacksmith.   I met him through my father-in-law, who was
a tenant farmer in Olney and always used Jerry to shoe the horses on the farm and later
when I married into the family, we had Jerry care for our horses.

Although Jerry was a wonderful blacksmith, his true talent was with his community.
Jerry was the self-elected “leader” of the community.  He served as the banker for the
black community but more importantly he tried to keep the community and families
together and made sure each child was well cared for.  Often this meant taking some of
the children into his family.  I’m not sure how many children Jerry and of his own buy I
have been told that he cared for more that 55 neighborhood children over the years.

Jerry never knew or admitted how old he was; he just said he was shoeing horses with
his father during World War I.

I have several treasured items that Jerry made for me on his forge and several treasured
pictures of him shoeing our horses.

I never knew how tall Jerry was because the years of bending over the horse’s feet
permanently bowed his legs and curved his back.  You know he had to be in pain but he
always had a big smile and a favorite name and friendly pat for each of our horses.  All
the animals love him and loved to blow the sweat off his brown hairless head.

I had to share these memories of a wonderful person who help to shape my life.
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This article is from the Nova Numismatics web site (www.nova.numismatics.com).  It
presents a very interesting history of Baltimore meeting the need of some African
Americans orphans in the late 1800’s.  The article was written by Aaron Packard.
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Ms. Snowden to receive Elks award

Ms. Kathleen I. Snowden, who in 1969 became the first black woman ever elected
to a municipal governing body in Frederick County, will be honored this Sunday with the
annual Civic Award of the Merry Men of Mountain City, the Mt. City Lodge 382, IBPO elks
of the World.

Ms. Snowden, wife of Kenneth Snowden of New Market, will receive one of two
awards at the Elk’s annual awards banquet at 1:30 p.m. Sunday at the Elks Home on west
All Saints Street.  The second award, to be announced at the affair will honor the “Out-
standing Elk of the Year”.

Gust speaker for the banquet will be Ms. Neil Pendleton of Washington, DC, a re-
search chemist in biochemistry at Walter Reed Army medical Center and a noted leader in
the cause of equal employment opportunity for minorities, especially women.

Kathleen Snowden not serves as the assistant unit head of the Germfree Section,
DRS, National Institutes of Health at Bethesda.  She also operates the popular Afro-Ameri-
can Specialty Shoppe in New Market.

Ms. Snowden also collects and displays items of black history and culture, and
works with legal defense funds for blacks.  She also lectures on “Black History and Cul-
ture” and on race relations.

She has been an equal employment specialist and counselor for the US govern-
ment, served as a special adviser on race relations and black employment, has designed
and conducted race seminars, and is an active member of many civil and human rights
organizations.

Numerous honors and awards have been conferred on Ms. Snowden for her work.
She is also listed in “Who’s Who”.

The Elks note that “all of her work is volunteer in nature, which is the living evidence
of her concern for her fellow man.”

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on April 4, 1975

Black history commemoration
Local group host lectures, movies

The Frederick chapter of the National People’s Democratic Uhuru Movement will
present a series of events next week to commemorate Black History Month.

The organization, a black empowerment group, has scheduled nightly seminars
and activities from Feb. 20 to Feb. 25, which will highlight black history and explore
African-American themes.

On Tuesday, Feb. 20, the group will screen the film “Bland and blue,” a documen-
tary that examines police violence against black and depicts the Philadelphia police
bombing of the M.O.V.E. headquarters, a black activist organization.

The movie begins at 6 p.m.
The video night, and all of the group’s Black History Month events, are held in the

organization’s office at 107 S. Market Street.
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On Wednesday, Feb. 21, a discussion group will focus on the movement to free
Fred Hampton, Jr., a jailed Uhuru leader who the organization considers a political
prisoner.  The discussion begins at 7 p.m.

On Thursday, Feb. 22, speakers will explain the Uhuru Food Buying Club.
“Find out how to get nutritious and affordable foods instead of food of poor quality

that is the cause of many of the diseases that are responsible for African people having
a life span 10 years less than that of white people,” according to the organization.

The presentation begins at 7 p.m.
On Friday, Feb. 23, the group will screen the video “Sankofa,” an acclaimed movie

be award-winning director Haile Gerima.  The film depicts the slave experience from the
shores of West Africa to the New World.

The organization warns that, due to the graphic nature of the movie, parental
discretion si advised.

Show time is 6 p.m.
On Saturday, Feb. 24, author Dorothy Fardan will lecture on the topic of repara-

tions for African-Americans.  Dr. Fardan is the author of a book on race problems.
The lecture begins at 6 p.m.
On Sunday, Feb. 25, the Uhuru movement presents a tribute to local jazz great

Lester Bowie.  The tribute will be hosted by Wayne “Hot Dog” Smith.
Show time is 6 p.m.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on February 16, 2001
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What Shall I Tell My Children Who are Black

What can I do to give him strength
That he may come through life’s adversities
As a whole human being unwarped and human in a world
Of biased laws and inhuman practices, that he might
Survive.  And survive he must!  For who knows?
Perhaps this black child here bears the genius
To discover the cure for ... cancer
Or to chart the course for exploration of the universe.
So, he must survive for the good of all humanity.
He must and will survive.
I have drunk deeply of late from the fountain
Of my black culture, sat at the knee and learned
From Mother Africa, discovered the truth of my heritage,
The truth, so often obscured and omitted.
And I find I have much to say to my black children.

I will lift up their heads in proud blackness
With the story of their fathers and their fathers
Fathers.  And I shall take them into a way back time
Of Kings and Queens who ruled the Nile,
And measured the stars and discovered the
Laws of mathematics.  Upon whose backs have been built
The wealth of two continents.  I will tell him
This and more.  And his heritage shall be his weapon
And his armor; will make him strong enough to win
Any battle he may face.  And since this story is
Often obscured, I must sacrifice to find it.
For my children, even as I sacrificed to feed,
Clothe and shelter them.  None will do it for me.
I must find the truth of heritage for myself
And pass it on to them.  In years to come, I believe
Because I have armed them with the truth, my children
And their children’s children will venerate me.
For it is the truth that will make us free!

Margaret Burroughs
Chicago, Illinois
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By: Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Meaghan E.H. Siekman, NEHGS Researcher
Posted to The Root, September 12, 2014

I have produced ,with FCC, a video of Lord Nickens being honored at Hood College.
The video will be shown free of charge at 3:00 pm on February 20th at the St. James
AME Church.  Please attend and remember Lord Nickens.

New video to be shown in February
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Oland House

This is the farm house that Carrie Oland and her husband Specht from German bought
and settled with there with four sons and two daughters.  The farm consisted of 1,000
acres and incorporated land on both sides of Route 97 in Montgomery County and around
the town of Unity.  The house is located on a long lane which passes the Mt. Carmel
cemetery.  The lumber and land for Mt. Carmel Church in Sunshine, MD was cut and
donated by the Oland family.  The garage/store in Sunshine was built by one of the sons,
Parker.  As the sons married, farms were cut from the original farm for each son the their
family.  The farm, which is located behind the church, is the only part of the original farm
that is still owned by a family relative.

One of the owners of the original farm house built a new brick home.  A more recent owner
has restored the old farm house and slave quarters.  I have on information regarding the
history of the farm prior to the Olands, but Cal’s cousin would probable know more about
the background.

If you want more information on the farm, the family that lived there and the current own-
ers, you can contact Cal’s cousin.  His name is Willard Oland and his email is
roksig@aol.com.

June

Oland Smoke House

Oland Farm House
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Black History is Part of American History
by Judith Holland

When Carter G. Woodson was crusading during the ‘20s and ‘30s to promote   Negro
History Week throughout America, the process was long and enduring.

A noted black historian, Woodson felt that because so few people were aware of
contributions black have made to American life that something must be done.  The
outcome was the development of the Organization for the Study of Negro Life and History.
This group was responsible for doing careful research and writing accurate accounts about
black history.

Many of Woodson’s textbooks were used in the one-room black school houses.  But
even still, Woodson felt it was necessary for whites also to become aware of the
accomplishments blacks have made.

Negro History Week was designed to fall during the week that Frederick Douglas
and Abraham Lincoln observed their birthdays.  As a young child I remember that during
one week in February, photographs of blacks and their accomplishments were placed
neatly on a bulletin board.  But when Monday rolled around once again all traces were
gone.  It was as if black history amounted to only one week of work.

But now the month of February has been designated to the cause of black history.
It is during this month that many civic organizations, as well as school sponsor programs
and other special events in honor of the history making blacks.

Perhaps there was a need for black history week or month during Woodson’s era
because something was better than nothing.

But as we approach the ‘80s, a new decade, should there be a black history month?
As more and more schools accept integration as part of the American way and

more blacks than ever are going to school, many feel that black history should be
interwoven in the text of American history and become as one rather than remain
separate.  If there is a separate history for all the ethnic groups, then we should have
American Indian Week, Hispanic Month, Oriental Month, etc.

After glancing through the history books that are used today by many schools,
some blacks are frequently mentioned.  Crispus Attucks, Booker T. Washington, George
Washington Carver and Martin Luther King, Jr. are some of the more prominent ones who
continue to be recognized as the most influential blacks.

Despite what many people believe, there are many black who have made great
contributions.  Black History Month becomes necessary and is important in this sense – it
gives the blacks who have not gained substantial recognition a chance to take their place
in history.

If Black History Month is abolished and the area becomes incorporated in the  regular
history books one problem would arise in the writing of these books.  There is a big
difference between black history as whites see it and black history as blacks see it.  An
example: how Abraham Lincoln is portrayed in many history books.  Lincoln is painted as
the great man who freed all the slaves.  But black history books point out evidence that
shows Lincoln was also prejudiced.

Another example: The scientist Charles Drew.  Drew is sometimes mentioned in
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regular history books as the man who discovered blood plasma.  But what these history
books fail to mention is that Drew died following an accident because he was not admitted
into a hospital which would allow blacks.

Another problem could develop in the teaching of black history and regular history
as one.  Because the two have been separate for so long, it would be difficult for some of
the students to digest both at one time.  Some blacks, even today, still hesitate to talk about
their history, while whites fee it is not necessary.  But this problem can be overcome with
tome and patience.

Black history should become a meaningful part of the history of the United States.
Advancing from one week to one month was indeed a step forward, but the true test will
come when it is accepted as a part of American History, and not just black history.

Black history is beautiful and it truly needs to shine.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on February 22, 1980

Black History
Performance at Fort Detrick to Depict Black History.

A cultural awareness and talent performance portrayed in ”A Narrative of the Black American
Experience,” will be given at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 16, in  Strough Auditorium, at Fort Detrick.

Written by Melissa A. Richardson, this stage performance depicts over 300 years of black history
through reenactment and narrations.

This program is sponsored by the EO-EEO Council and is being hosted by USAMRIID and USAG.
Presentation to Highlight Black History Activities

The Historical Society of Carroll County will sponsor a special presentation at 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb
23, about Black History activities occurring locally and throughout the state.

The speaker will be Steven C. Newsom, executive director of the Maryland Commission on Afro-
American History.  He is in charge of developing exhibits, conferences, workshops, and concerts that
interpret the wide range of Black History throughout the state.

This even will be held at the Historical Society’s Shriver-Weybright auditorium, 210 E. Main St.,
Westminster.  The public is invited to attend.  For information, call Joe Getty at 848-6494.
Black History Movies

In honor of Black History Month, the C. Burr Artz Library will be showing the movies “Black Music in
America – Then till Now” and “Black Music in America – the 70s,” along with a video, “Dance Theatre of
Harlem.”  Show date is Saturday, Feb. 22 from 2-4 p.m. in the multipurpose room.  For more information, call
694-1630.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on February 9, 1989.
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Nickens was “Fearless”

Hundreds attend funeral of civil rights icon

A small corner of Frederick stood still Saturday as nearly 300 mourners paid their
respects to civil rights leader Lord Dunmore Nickens.

Nickens, 99, of Adamstown, died January 4 at Frederick Memorial Hospital of com-
plications from pneumonia.

State and county dignitaries offered remarks during his funeral service Saturday at
the International Community Church of God.  Among the condolences were written state-
ments from Gov. Martin O’Malley and Benjamin Todd Jealous, president and CEO of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

Nickens was a dedicated supporter of the NAACP.  When the Frederick chapter
from 1972 until 1994 and received a lifetime achievement award from the organization in
2009.

“Let us make the legacy of Lord Nickens go on by encouraging young people to
continue the fight for civil rights,” said Guy Djoken, president of the Frederick County NAACP.

Djoken recalled the support he received from Nickens when other NAACP mem-
bers were skeptical about Djoken’s ability to lead the local chapter.

“Just like you, I lost a father,” Djoken told Nickens’ family.
Frederick Mayor Randy McClement and state Sen. Ron Young, a former Frederick

mayor, also spoke.  The two men sat in a section of the church filled with a host of police
officers and city officials who had come to pay their respects.

“We are honored an privileged to say we had a civil rights icon right here in our city,”
McClement said.

Nickens’ contributions include desegregating city landmarks such as Baker Park
and the Tivoli Theater, now the Weinberg Center for the Arts.  He became an advocate for
fair housing laws in the 1950s and ‘60s, and in the ‘70s he turned his attention to support-
ing political and community leaders who embraced the fight for equality.

One of those leaders was Young, who served as Frederick mayor form 1974 to
1990.  He called Nickens “a mentor, brother and a friend.”

Young recalled giving Nickens a membership card for a Frederick political club that
at that time did not accept black members.

The two men forged a bond that night when they were told to leave the club.
Members of the club told Young that he would “never ever win another election in

Frederick,” Young said.  He went on to win several elections, and Nickens continued his
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work as a civil rights leader.
Bill Hall, a former Frederick alderman, sat near the front of the church during the

high-spirited funeral service infused with African-American traditions including a host of
church nurses dressed in crisp white uniforms, black hats and pearls.

As Hall sand the gospel hymn “Because He Lives,” every nurse stood at attention.
“I was asked to sing, not speak,” Hall said.  “But if I can say one thing about him...He

was fearless, absolutely fearless.”
In his lifetime, Nickens battled the Ku Klux Klan and was the target of death threats

on m ore than one occasion.
Several speakers made reference Saturday to his fight for equality, crediting him

with being outspoken whenever he witnessed injustice.
But the service also honored Nickens’ love of the outdoors.  During an interview

after the service, County Commissioners President Blain Young said he remembered Nick-
ens’ affection for fishing.

“He loved to catch a batch of catfish and take it down to the soup kitchen,” Blaine
Young said.  “It was some of the best catfish you’d ever have.”

A flag was flown Saturday at the U.S. Capitol in honor of Nickens – at the request of
former Frederick Police Department Chief Kim Dine, who recently took over as chief of the
U.S. Capitol Police.

Nickens was buried Saturday afternoon at Resthaven Memorial Gardens, some six
miles north of the Frederick street that bears his name.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on January 13, 2013.
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The Disappearance of a Distinctively Black Way to Mourn
by Tiffany Stanley, The Atlantic, January 26, 2016

A funeral procession in Monroe, Georgia, for
George Dorsey and Dorothey Dorsey
Malcolm, who were lynched in 1946

As a child, Richard Ables played hide-and-seek with his brother among the caskets.
He has spent his entire life in the family business, the Hall Brothers Funeral Home, founded
in Washington, DC, by his uncles in 1938.  Along with the funeral parlor down the street,
they once buried nearly everyone in LeDroit Park, the historically African American
neighborhood in the heart of the nation’s capital.

Now 73, Ables still runs Hall Brothers, though the business isn’t what it once was.
Its historic brick row home is aging alongside its proprietor.  There’s water damage on the
ceiling tiles, and the front parlor’s carpet is matted down to a threadbare pile.  The steep
stairs out front aren’t accessible for all customers, and the property taxes are high.  Ables
wants to make improvements, but he says it’s hard to get loans for the space’s upkeep.  “I
would like for the firm to continue on and on and on,” he says, “but that’s up in the air.”

For more than a century, black funeral directors have been serving black
communities in the United States, keeping African American funeral traditions alive.  But
now those institutions, which withstood segregation and prospered through it, are
struggling to survive as market forces change.  The largest black trade group in the
industry, the National Funeral Directors & Morticians Association, or NFDMA, does not
track the number of black-owned funeral homes in the U.S.  But the organization’s director,
Carol Williams, says its membership is shrinking – today, the NFDMA represents 1,200
members, compared to a reported 2,000 members in 1997.  Many, she says, “cannot
afford to keep their doors open.”

Black funeral traditions are distinctive from other burial rituals in American culture.
Funeral directors have long preserved the African American tradition of homegoings, as
these Christian ceremonies are often called: Bodies are typically viewed in an open     casket,
and a richly adorned one at that, with large floral arrangements and ornate fabrics.  There
are limousines and nice cars to escort families, which lends a sense of pride and

As many African American-owned funeral homes close, the communities they serve are
losing a centuries-old means of grieving – and protest.
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pageantry to the lengthy rituals.
“To give a peaceful, celebratory homegoing, it’s the whole idea of a celebration of

life,” says Karla F. C. Holloway, a professor of English, law, and African American studies at
Duke University.  It’s become a part of black burial traditions, she says – even though “it is
a contradiction to the ways in which many black bodies come to die.”

Homegoings can offer black Americans the respect in death that they don’t always
receive in life.  Black funeral spaces also provide refuge for the living: A family in mourning
can be comforted and understood within a community institution, away form an often racist
world.  Mourners can feel at home during an otherwise disorienting moment, knowing their
traditions will be honored without question.  “Culture and practice and ritual are known and
remembered in a black funeral home,” Holloway says.  “And that matters in a time of grief.”

Untimely death and dying marked the African American experience at its beginning
– from mortality plagued transatlantic voyages to the violence of forced labor and the
privation of the slave quarters.  Surrounded by these unnecessary deaths, funeral
ceremonies were an urgent and central rite in slave communities.  They also formed the
foundation of the black church tradition.

From their earliest incarnations, black funerals were political, subversive – a talking
back to the powers that be.  Particularly in the 17th and 18th centuries, if slaves were
allowed to bury their own dead and craft their own rituals, away from the overseeing eyes
of whites, they could plan for their freedom, spiritually and physically.

In Richmond, Virginia, in 1800, a slave named Gabriel plotted an insurrection at an
enslaved child’s funeral, according to Suzanne E. Smith, the author of To Serve the Living:
Funeral Directors an the African American Way of Death.  “They often insisted masters
had to be present.”

Three decades later, Nat Turner led a slave revolt in Virginia.  “It was never shown
that Nat Turner had organized anything at a funeral, but there were rumors he had,” Smith
says.  In response, Virginia passed a new legal restrictions on slave activities, including
funerals.  The fear of rebellions prompted similar laws curtailing unsupervised slave
gatherings across the South.

The end of slavery, and the war that brought it about, transformed American
funerals across races.  It was the massive death toll of the Civil War – the bloodiest conflict
in U.S. history – that brought the modern American funeral industry into being.  With so
many soldiers dying on battlefields far from home, families scrambled to ship bodies home.
Until the war, embalming was practiced primarily by doctors and scientists.  During the
war, undertakers set up shop near battlefields, selling their wares and ensuring embalmed
bodies could make the long journey home without decomposing.  As for the many soldiers
whose bodies remained where they’d fallen, black soldiers were often assigned the lowly
task of burying the war’s dead.

Undertakers had once been tradesmen who simply made coffins and buried     bodies.
After the Civil War, the craft professionalize.  More Americans were dying in hospitals, not
in homes, and families gladly handed off the job of caring for bodies at life’s end.  Owing a
funeral home became a profitable business, and one that attracted African Americans
looking for economic opportunities.  In 1912, the funeral industry’s major trade association
began excluding blacks from membership, officially segregating the industry.  Black      funeral
directors worked to serve and retain black customers, who relied on them to give their
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loved ones respectful burials, as Jim Crow deepened racial divisions.
The funeral industry created a class of African American millionaires, as Smith

notes in her book.  In 1953, Ebony magazine headlined an article, “Death is Big Business,”
declaring that “Negro undertakers gross more than $120 million for 150,000 (black)
funerals each year.  The next year the publication ran an essay by a prominent black
undertaker called, “How I Made a Million.”  With growing clout, funeral directors often went
into politics, and served as mayors, pastors, and community leaders.

Funeral directors also played a key role in the civil rights movement.  Not only did
they care for those who died in lynchings, protests, and other conflicts, but they also staged
large scale funerals  – for Emmett Till, Medgar Evers, and others – that galvanized
American to the civil rights cause.  They provided bail money when activists were jailed,
and offered their premises for meetings.  Hearses and funeral home cars became a way to
ferry civil r ights leaders, including Martin Luther King Jr., around the South
inconspicuously.  On the night that King was assassinated, a funeral home worker, acting
as his chauffeur, was one of the last people to see him alive.

But those in the industry, both black and white, also faced scrutiny for their
perceived profiteering.  In 1963, the British writer Jessica Mitford published a muckraking
volume The American Way of Death, which sharply criticized the excesses of the then $16
billion dollar funeral business.  Writing in what was then The Atlantic Monthly, Mitford’s
article “The Undertaker’s Racket” called out swindling funeral directors for their
unscrupulous sales methods.  In shock at the money being taken from the living,
ostensibly on behalf of the dead, she wrote, “The cost of a funeral is the third largest
expenditure, after a house and a car, in the life of an ordinary American family.”  The
average funeral in 1963, according to Mitford, cost $1,450 (about $11,000 in today’s
dollars).

Mitford’s findings prompted an examination of the industry.  But black funeral
directors reacted somewhat dismissively to the book, according to Smith.  She prophases
their thinking like this: “Nobody is going to tell us we can’t have an elaborate funeral.  We
are the ones came when the lynching happened and we picked up the bodies off the
ground.  We have an elaborate funeral because that’s our tradition and that’s our way of
honoring people.”

Today, the overall industry is thriving – it takes in about $16 billion per year,
according to the latest data from the National Funeral Directors Association (which is
different from, and much larger than, the NFDMA).  But the model has changed: Chains
and corporations have swallowed up much of the business.  Since the 1990’s, the largest
chain, Service Corporation International, along with its Dignity Memorial products, has
bought up competitors and small businesses to amass more that 1,500 funeral homes and
more that 20,000 employees across North America, with $3 billion in revenues.  The  Houston
based SCI is often dubbed the Walmart of death care, but it rarely passes along its cost
savings to consumers, instead charging more than many small companies, according to
reporting from Bloomberg Businessweek.  American funeral run an average of $7,000, but
top-of-the-line caskets can cost more than $10,000.

Many African American homegoings, though, are still handled by small, family owned
businesses, and these continue to be elaborate, sometimes expensive affairs.  Although
African Americans are typically much more averse to cremation than other Americans, a
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growing number of people are choosing this option, which avoids the cost of a casket,
burial plot, and embalming.  Cost effective cremations cut into the profits for funeral homes
– one of many challenges family owned firms are facing.

Large chains can more easily absorb profit losses because of their size and be-
cause they have capitalized on the cremation industry.  SCI, for instance, bought up the
largest cremation organization and dozens of crematories.  The dominance of chains por-
tends the struggles of many small businesses, which contracted during the recession in
2008.  Those issues are compounded for black owned companies, which are less likely to
get loans and comprise only about 7% of U.S. small businesses.  Black owners often start
out with less capital, as the wealth gap between black Americans and white Americans
continues to widen.  Without money for upkeep, the owners of small funeral homes are
finding themselves losing customers to nicer, newer facilities, which are increasingly run
by chains.

Richard Ables’ storefront in DC is facing these economic issues: Hall Brothers Fu-
neral Home is in a neighborhood whose demographic have shifted.  It’s now across from a
renovated theater and a row of new restaurants.  Ables’s closest competitor, Frazier’s
Funeral Home, was shut down in 2008 and its building was converted to luxury apart-
ments.  Much of his black clientele has decamped to Maryland or other more affordable
places, and his area is now full of new, white residents.  In his experience, few whites cross
the so caller color line to ask for his services.  “Maybe it’s time to move from here to
somewhere else,” he says, adding that he will soon need a less expensive location.

His story is not unusual.  Where once many black funeral homes catered to black
clients across the economic spectrum, some are now located in areas that are increas-
ingly segregated by wealth and race.  Low income residents can’t afford many of their
services, and as neighborhoods gentrify and see an influx of white residents, these busi-
nesses are left with even fewer patrons.  In an effort to broaden their customer base, some
black funeral directors are trying to market to white clientele or income immigrant families.

The challenges of the industry may explain why the heirs of funeral home owners
are increasingly moving away form the family business.  Carol Williams of NFDMA, the
black funeral home trade association, says succession planning is one of the biggest is-
sues facing her members.  Historic black funeral homes have typically been passed from
generation to generation, but eager successors are hard to find as the lucrative work dries
up.  “When (owners) don’t have a succession plan, and something happens when they can
no longer operate it themselves, they end up closing,” Williams says.

As Smith, the professor at George Mason, says, “When these funeral homes disap-
pear, you lose all that history.  It’s just gone.”  But their decline is also a cultural loss for the
present moment.  Black Americans are still eight times more likely than white Americans
to die by homicide.  They are more likely to die at younger ages.  Last year, young black
men were five times more likely to be killed by police than white men of the same age.
Directors of historic, black funeral homes know this better than anyone: They’ve tended to
these bodies, and those of their loved ones.  They understand that even if the moment of
death is tragic or violent, care for the dead can be different.

This resonates with the personal experience of Holloway, the Duke professor.  In
1999, she was working on a book about African American mourning when her own son
died.  At the time, he was serving 95 years in prison for a string of crimes, including rape
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and attempted murder, which she traces in part to his unraveling mental state.  He was on
a work detail in a prison cotton field when he and two other inmates took off running,
attempting to escape.  A corrections officer fired 19 shots.  Holloway is still haunted by an
aerial image taken form a helicopter, shown on the news: a white sheet in the middle of the
field, and under it, the body of her black son.

The historical resonance of his state sanctioned death also haunts her.  “After all,
the pitiful traverse from plantation landscape to prison cotton fields was only the short
matter of a century and a few score years,” she wrote in her resulting book Passed On:
African American Mourning Stories, a Memorial.

“I don’t mitigate at all the violence and trauma that my son inflicted on his victims,”
Holloway says.  “But in the end, he was our son and we were left to bury his body.”  She and
her husband specifically wanted to work with a black funeral home after their son’s death
– it was one way of getting assurance that their son’s body would be treated with respect.
“We expected them to treat him as a child who was loved,” she says.  “I don’t think I could
have had that conversation with a white funeral director.”
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OUR CHILDREN CAN SOAR

Marian Right Edelman

Dominic Phillip Moore, 10 years old,
received the Martin Luther King Award for
his essay regarding MLK.  Dominic attends
Hillcrest School.
The pictures are drawn by Rodney Dorsey,
Jr.  He is in 11th grade and attends
Tuscarora High School.

Our ancestors fought so George could invent
George invented so Jesse could sprint

Jesse sprinted so Hattie could star
Hattie starred so Ella could sing

Ella sang so Jackie could score
Jackie scored so Rosa could sit

Rosa sat so Ruby could learn
Ruby learned so Martin could march

Martin marched so Thurgood could rule
Thrugood ruled so Barack could run

Barack ran so our children can soar!!
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Pullman Porter Museum Launches Online Registry of Black Railroad Laborers
Theodore Berrien worked as a Pullman porter form about 1940 to 1969, during

which time he was chosen to accompany President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s funeral
train on its route between Georgia and Washington, DC.

“He spoke of how kind Mrs. Roosevelt was and thanked him for his services during
the trip,” his grandson recalled in a new searchable online registry of African-American
railroad laborers.

This entry – and thousands of others – have been recorded in the registry that will
be launched by the A. Philip Randolph Pullman Porter Museum, with the help form DePaul
University, this week.  Descendants and scholars will be able to preserve oral histories on
the website that otherwise might be lost.

“(Railroad workers) are not among those selected annually to parade during Black
History Month, but they represent a real concrete example of ordinary men who did an
extraordinary thing,” said Lyn Hughes, the founder of the Pullman museum.  “They made a
place for us, and they made history.”

Fifteen years ago, Hughes set out to honor African-American laborers, like Berrien,
whose manes, for the most part, weren’t mentioned in history books, but who many   scholars
credit with creating the foundation of the black middle class.

Now her initiative is one of several projects and events that aim to commemorate
the centennial of the Great Migration )1916-1970) when 6 million African-Americans
attracted by manufacturing jobs and a better quality of life moved to Northern cities.  About
500,000 African-Americans moved to Chicago, transforming the city’s demographic
landscape from 2 percent black, prior to the Great Migration, to 33 percent in 1970.

“You have no idea how happy people are that their family members are listed in this
registry, to acknowledge their existence, their contribution to the black middle class,” Hughes
said.  “I don’t think I initially grasped the significance, but my sense is these people are
very proud about their ancestry.”

Hughes originally crafted an informal research project to document surviving mem-
bers of the once renowned Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, the first black labor union
chartered by the American Federation of Labor.  Over the years, Hughes became curious
about those who visited the museum in Pullman National Monument, claiming to be de-
scendants of railroad workers.
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As a result, Hughes widened the scope of her search to include all African-Ameri-
can railroad employees from 1865 to 1969, and she launched a national advertising cam-
paign asking descendants to submit entries with their ancestors’ names, title years of
service and a “snapshot” of their lives in hopes of gathering data.  Soon after, the museum
was inundated with more than 7,000 entries, which were condensed to around 3,500.

“I was too blown away since we serve a small niche of history dedicated to an
exclusive group of people,” Hughes said.  “So it was amazing to get a sense of who these
people were, what families were wondering, what kind of people are they.”

David Peterson, the museum’s executive director, was a student at Florida A&M
University at the time and helped Hughes publish a print edition of the registry in 2006.

Hughes knew moving the entries online would require technical savvy the museum
didn’t posses.  After she was unable to secure grant funding to hire a contractor, she
reached out to DePaul University officials, who agreed to assign a class of students in its
Computing and Digital Media course to prepare the digital registry.

The students largely finished arranging the database by the end of the 10-week
course, but most of the web design was unfinished.  As a result, the university’s Irwin W.
Steans Center hired graduate student Aniruhd Bomadevar to complete the project.
Bomadevar, a native of India and resident of London, made it his mission to launch the
registry for Black History Month after meeting with Hughes, who gave him a personal tour
of the museum.

“I’m new to America, so I was not aware of the culture,” Bomadevar said.  “So,
getting a chance to work on tis has given me great insight, and it’s bee a great experience.”

Once the registry launches, visitors to the museum’s website will be able to type a
person’s last name into a search query to view entries from thousands of submissions
spanning from California to Georgia.

Within are nuggets of interesting history about laborers, including Blaine McKinley
Fitzgerals, of Birmingham, AL, who worked as a Pullman porter on the Illinois Central and
Louisville and Nashville railroads from 1920 to 1946.

“Blaine’s major route was from Birmingham to New York, his descendants wrote.
“He also worked the Rose Bowl trips to California when Alabama was a major contingent.
“Blain raised a family of six children, who all attended black colleges.  They all became
teachers, lawyers and engineers.”

R. Eugene Pincham, a longtime civil rights attorney and Cook County Circuit Court
judge, is one of the notable names in the registry, according to Hughes.  Pincham, who
died in 2008, sent in a handwritten letter that revealed he had worked as a dining car
attendant, she said.

“I never even knew he had that history,” Hughes said.  “He was very proud to share
that personal story of his.”

Hughes collected other entries herself.  When she assisted with the TV movie “10,000
Black Men Named George,” she spoke with Chicago actor Andre Braugher, who portrayed
A. Philip Randolph – only to learn Braugher’s great-grandfather was a Pullman porter, she
said.

Hughes insists the museum will look to build on the historic registry, starting with
the search for funding to clear a backlog of 2,000 entries that haven’t been processed.  In
the interim, they are still asking descendants of African-American railroad employees who
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Tony Griscoe, Chicago Tribune, February 7, 2016

would like to submit an entry to email the museum at natreg@pullmanportermuseum.info.
Once the registry launches, it will be available at the museum’s website:

www.pullmanportermuseum.com.

Civil War  Encampment at Rose Hill This Weekend
In July of 1863, Rose Hill Manor in Frederick was a first hand witness to the effect

of the Civil War.
Now over a hundred years later, the park will be a witness to Civil War living

history during the park’s first annual Civil War Encampment which occurs on Saturday,
July 9, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Sunday, July 10, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Interpreting its Civil War connection is a new endeavor for the Children’s Museum
at Rose Hill Manor Park, whose basic focus has been the 1790 - 1820 period and its
connections to Thomas Johnson, Maryland’s fist elected governor and his family.  Jenni-
fer Roth, museum manager, is “looking to represent the life of the manor and Civil War
era because Rose Hill Manor is a living museum that has been occupied throughout
history, not one specific period.”

Also, interest had been expressed by the local Civil War Round Table to gain
more information about Rose Hill during the Civil War, therefore, she plans to expand
upon this and represent that era in museum programing.

During the Civil War, the Rose Hill property played host to several encampment,
both Union and Confederate.  In September, 1862, prior to Antietam and in July of 1863
both before and after Gettysburg, troops were bivouacked on or near the Rose Hill
property.

Now, 20th Century Civil War “devotees” will encamp at the park and reenact the
life of civil war soldiers during this living history encampment.  A variety of activities and
demonstrations are planned for the weekend.  In the manor, costumer guides will further
introduce visitors to Rose Hill’s Civil War history, and a temporary exhibit will display
pieces from several private collections.  In the manor’s back yard children will be able to
play with period toys and games and experience life at their own tent encampment.  Two
Civil War staples – writing letters hoe and hardtack will be “experienced” as children will
be able to write with a quill pen (perhaps even help to create their own ink) and make
pretend hardtack.

Re-enactors, living historians, and sutlers from various units will encamp on the
property for the weekend with the Union and Confederates both setting up individual
camps in the park.  Special demonstrations have been planned.

Following is a preliminary list of scheduled demonstrations:
Saturday, July 9:

10:30 a.m. 17th VA Infantry
11:00 a.m. Period fashion show
11:30 a.m. 4th MD Light Artillery (with cannon)
12:30 p.m. 2nd MD Infantry
2:00 p.m. 17th VA Infantry
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2:00 p.m. 4th MD Light artillery
2:30 p.m. Mourning rites demonstration in the manor parlor
3:00 p.m. 2nd MD Infantry

Sunday, July 19:
10:00 a.m. Civil War Church Service – a Civil War period church service by the Rev.
R. Kinard from Hanover with period music and preaching as if presented to Civil War
soldiers prior to going into battle.
10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.     Book sale and signing with Edie Hemingway, author of “Broken
Drum”, the story of a boy drummer during the Civil War, will be available to talk about
this aspect of the war as well autograph copies of her book.
Noon 17 VA Infantry
12:30 p.m. 4th MD Light Artillery

Signaling demonstrations and medical demonstrations will occur periodically
during the weekend.  The blacksmith will be working at the forge, and the carriage mu-
seum will be open to visitors.

The Museum Council of the Children’s Museum will off sandwiches, drinks,
popsicles, and baked items to help raise funds for their efforts to support museum
displays and activities.

This family friendly costs $5 per vehicle.  Visitors are invited to attend the event,
walk through the camps, talk with the soldiers, check out the sutlers’ wares, and view the
special demonstrations.

The Children’s Museum of Rose Hill Manor Park is operated by the Frederick
County Department of Parks and Recreation, and offers further information at
www.rosehillmuseum.com and the program line at 301-694-1650.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on July 7, 2005.
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Belva’s
Museum Artifacts

The news articles are about
 Frederick History

All items reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall
Family LLC.  Typeset by Sir Speedy Printing, 316 East Church Street, Frederick, MD 21701

Antietam Re-Enactment

Benjamin Banneker

Unearthing History

Burial Records - St John the
Evangelist Church

April 2016
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1,200 Soliders to “Fight” Today at Antietam
Will Re-Enact the Bloodiest Battle on the Civil War

Roosevelt Will Speak Briefly

Col. D. John Markey, this city, commanding officer of the First Regiment, Mary-
land National Guard, will head the Union forces today in the reenactment of the famous
“bloody Lane” phase of the Battle of Antietam.  The mimic warfare is expected to start
about 1:15 o’clock on the battlegrounds near Sharpsburg and last little more that an
hour.

It will immediately follow an address by President Roosevelt and approximately
50,000 persons, including governors of eight states and Civil War veterans, are ex-
pected to be present.  The exact time whin the President will go through Frederick had
not been determined Thursday, but no change had appeared in earlier plans which
would have placed him at Frederick between 10:30 and 11 o’clock, and here about 1:45
o’clock on his return from Antietam.

Both Regimental Headquarters Company and Company A, of this city, will take
part in the “battle” and , with the remainder of the First and Fifth Regiments, will be on
the Union side.  The guardsmen plan to leave here early this morning in trucks for the
scene, where they will receive final instructions.

To be Gen. McClellan
Col. Markey, who left for Sharpsburg Thursday afternoon, will enact the roll of General
George B. McClellan, who faced General Robert E. Lee during the Antietam campaign.
General Lee’s part will be taken by Col. John Oehmann, commander of the One Hun-
dred and Twenty First Combat Engineers, Washington.

The Union forces will be largely made up of the First and Fifth Regiments, the
First with 350-400 men and the Fifth, from Baltimore with 150-200 men.  Other troops
taking part are the combat engineers, 275 men.  Confederate forces: One Hundred and
Tenth Field Artillery, Maryland, 125 men, divided among the north and the south, One
Hundred and Fourth Cavalry, Pennsylvania, 75 men, both sides and Fourth Medical
Regiment, Maryland, 100 men, both sides.

Many of the soldiers poured into Sharpsburg Thursday night just as soldiers in
Blue and Grey encamped there 75 years ago on the eve of the Civil War battle.  Major
General Milton A. Reckord set up his headquarters on the site of the fieriest fighting of
the battle.  He is in command of the 1,200 troops which will reenact the battle.

Also arriving in Antietam were 700 soldiers of the regular army, members of the
Fifth Engineers from Fort Belvoir, Va.  They will meet the president at the battle field and
will act as an escort while the president is on the field.

Soldiers arriving to take part in the battle reenactment carried regulation rifles
and pistols and  thousands of rounds of blank ammunition and shells so that the specta-
tors may hear the rattle of musketry and the booming of cannon.  The contest has been
planned with military precision.  Each soldier is carrying not only his side arms and rifle
but also full marching equipment.  Officers are carrying sabers and field glasses.

Each soldier will eat at the rate of 25 cents a meal for four meals  or a total coast
of about $1,200 for the 1,200 men who will take part.  Plenty of food was ordered by Col.
Thomas G. McNicholas, state quartermaster.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on September 17, 1937.

As many members of both sides arrive on the battleground Thursday night,
camps were set up.  The Union forces were bivouacking on the Boonsboro road, east of
the National cemetery, and the Confederates camping on the Hagerstown road, just
north of Sharpsburg.

39



40



41



Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on April 28, 1894.

WM Brown
William Brown, an old and well known colored resident of this city, died at his home in
Klinehart’s Alley on Saturday afternoon, about 1 o’clock, after a sickness of about one
year.  Deceased was about 77 years of age.  The funeral will take place tomorrow
afternoon at 3 o’clock.  Services will be held in Quinn’s Chapel and interment will be made
in Greenmount Cemetery.

The funeral of Mrs. Lydia Brown took place yesterday afternoon at 1:30 o’clock.  Services
were held at Quinn A. M. E. Church.  Rev. C. M. Murry officiated, assisted by Revs. A. D.
Holder, of Washington, W. H. Chews, of Petersville, and George D. Pinkney and Nicholas
Gasoway, of this city.  The bearers were John McCormick, Charles Barnes and Charles H.
Smith, of the Kazarite Order, and Thomas H. Hall, William Downs and Hiram Keys, of Star
Chapter.  A. T. Rice & Sons were the funeral directors.
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on January 8, 1900.

Miss Stoxz
Miss Lydia A. Stone died this morning of heart disease at the residence of Charles W.
Heimes, at Feagaville.  She was aged 55 years 7months and 29 days.  The funeral will take
place on Friday morning from Mt. Zion Lutheran Church.  Internment in the graveyard
adjoining
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on June 13, 1884.

The following obituaries and article were sent in by Patricia Laverne of Northern
California

Unearthing History:  Blacks’ Remains May Surface in Site C Dig
by Liz Babiarz
Frederick City is prepared to spend $290,000 for an archeological dig of Site C,

along Carroll Creek, to determine if any human remains lie beneath.  The 2.2 acre tract of
land, opposite the C. Burr Artz Library, wash once home to two historic cemeteries, one
white and one black.  If bodies are found there, it will be the third time skeletal remains
have been found in Frederick after they were supposedly reinterred in another plot.

Two time skeletal remains have been found - at Frederick Memorial Hospital in
2002 and at the Laboring Sons Memorial Park, then a playground, in 2000.  Both times
black remains were unearthed.

According to maps of the city from the 19th century, Frederick City was home to
three black cemeteries: Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church Cemetery on Site C,
Greenmount Cemetery on West Seventh Street, and Laboring Sons Cemetery, now La-
boring Sons Memorail Park, between Fifth and Sixth streets.

Details of the historic burial grounds and those interred there have faded from the
city’s history.  Some cemeteries disappeared completely.
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Such is the case with Site C, where only in January city officials discovered two
cemeteries were located there.  “I think it had really been lost sight of,” said Barbara Wyatt,
the historic preservation planner for the city.  “I don’t even think it was well known in the
black community.”

The All Saints Church, a mostly white church, occupied the site’s east side from
1750 to 1814.  The Asbury Methodist Church occupied the west side beginning in 1827.
Both churches had cemeteries.

About 150 years ago, Frederick out grew its church cemeteries and Mount Olivet
Cemetery was established.  White residents were exhumed from the separate church
cemeteries and reinterred there.  Records form All Saints Church show 324 bodies of
white parishioners were moved to section MM of Mount Olivet in 1914, according to Ernest
Helfenstein’s “History of All Saints’ Parish.”  Paul Gordon, a local historian, said the family
members of the deceased made the decision to move the bodies to Mount Olivet and
some may have decided to keep their loved ones on the Site C plot.

For the blacks buried in the Asbury Methodist churchyard and possibly the black All
Saints Church parishioners buried beyond the church’s stonewall, there is no detailed
record of their reinterment.  Because the deceased were black, they were not allowed to
be reinterred at Mount Olivet Cemetery with the rest of the white All Saints parishioners.

Carroll Hendrickson, a local resident who researched to two churches, said the All
Saints Church vestry shows that in 1914 the church paid to have the black bodies ex-
humed from Site C.  However, Mr. Hendrickson said there is no record of where the black
remains were moved to.

City officials think it is unlikely they will find any skeletal remains under Site C.  Ms.
Wyatt said the land has been leveled about 30 feet.  There is little potential of any lingering
human remains, except for one portion of land where the Asbury Methodist Church sat,
she said.  “Our expectation is we are not really going to find much there between the
change in the grade, and the small part that remains undisturbed,” Ms Wyatt said.  “We
really don’t thin we’ll find much but still feel our obligation to look.”

But, Mr. Gordon and Mr. Hendrickson remember playing in the graveyards on Site C
in the 1920s, after the plots were supposedly cleared and there where still graves.  “In my
estimation, they will probably find bodies still on that site form both cemeteries,”  Mr.     Gordon
said.

Constructions workers at Frederick Memorial Hospital found black skeletal remains
during excavation work for the new emergency department in February 2002.  At the time,
Ken Coffey, FMH spokesman said only “fragments of bones” were unearthed and buried at
Fairview Cemetery, off Gas House Pike.

Bernard Brown, the president of Fairview Cemetery Inc. and caretaker, said eight
bodies worth of bones were found at FMH and buried at the cemetery in March 2002.
Calls to FMH were not returned.

In 1925, the hospital bought the Greenmount Cemetery and decided no more buri-
als would be allowed, according to Joy Onley’s “Memories of Frederick, Over on the Other
Side.”  “Frederick Memorial Hospital wanted to expand and build that time.  And, they said
so  we’re going to move you,” said Mr. Brown, repeating what he has heard from his elders.

“...Blacks during the 1920s didn’t have any say at all.  When the people in charge
were all white, and they wanted to do something they took care of it.  And told you this is
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the way its going to be.”
FMH relocated 268 graves to Fairview Cemetery in 1925, according to Scott Rolle,

state’s attorney for Frederick County.  When the bodies were being reinterred, some bones
were possibly left behind, he said.  J. Ronald Pearcey, superintendent of Mount Olivet, said
sometimes bones get left behind during reinterment involving a large amount of bodies.
“When you do a mass removal, you’re not going to get everything,”  Mr. Pearce said.  “You
are gong to try your best, but you’re likely to miss something.”

On two occasions, human remains were found at FMH, “a couple months apart,”
said James E. Bowes, former Frederick County health officer.  “We just saved the bones,”
Dr. Bowes said.  “It was the construction, happened within a year and I just told them to
save them an give them to me when they were done digging.”

Dr. Bowes said he was called to the hospital in February to examine the bones.
Hospital officials wrote to Mr. Rolle for approval to move the remains, following Maryland
code that says a person needs permission from the state’s attorney to remove human
remains.  In March, the remains were put in one casket and buried at Fairview Cemetery,
Dr. Bowes said.

About 2,000 black are buried in that cemetery, a good portion from Greenmount
Cemetery.  However, no remains were reinterred there from Asbury Methodist Episcopal
Church or from Laboring Sons Cemetery.  It was not until 2000 that city officials realized
they had built a playground on top of Laboring Sons Cemetery, a black burial  ground that
has an estimated 1,500 bodies.  In January, 2003, city officials dedicated a memorial at the
forgotten cemetery and put up a plaque bearing the names of 160 of the know deceased.

William Lee, Jr., former alderman, said the city did the right thing by paying respect
to those people interred there, who were forgotten for so long.  “The communities were not
sensitive to the importance of preserving and recognizing black cemeteries during that
time, that’s what happened at laboring sons,” Mr. Lee said.

Mr. Lee said black cemeteries also faded because of poor record keeping in the
black community and lack of funds to care for the grounds.  What little information remains
about historic black burial grounds makes it difficult for some black to track their lineage.
Mr. Lee said he regularly gets calls from people all over the country asking about relatives
buried in Frederick.  He has been “very successful in helping them,” thanks to a record of
32 black cemeteries in Frederick, Carroll and Howard counties compiled by himself and
two other men.

Keith Roberson, funeral director at Keeney and Basford Funeral Home, is writing a
book about historic Frederick cemeteries and has encountered problems tracking down
specific information about black cemeteries.  “In trying to do research, things that I can’t
find more often deal with African-American burial from cemeteries that what they do with
white churches,” Mr. Roberson said.  “I think African-American families experience that
more so with death reporting, record keeping and trying genealogy work.  In our society,
there was not a lot of emphasis on organization or the reporting of deaths...which had to
do with the prejudice and racism of the time.”

Mr. Brown remembers that time and thinks it’s “wrong and inhumane” what hap-
pened to black cemeteries in Frederick.  Today, he works hard to keep Fairview Cemetery
preserved so it won’t disappear like he has seen others.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on October 12, 2003.

“My grandparents are buried in Hyattstown and I can’t find the cemetery anymore.”
Mr. Brown said.  “That’s what happened.  They disappeared ... and that’s exactly what
happened here.”

The following chapters are from Patricia Washington’s book ,“Little Children Blow Your
Trumpets, The Family History of Alice Frazier Bouldin 1812 - 1965”.
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Hettie Frazier Circa. 1880
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From “Burial Records, St. John the Evangelist Church, Frederick, MD, From 1779
through December 31, 2000”, pages 36 - 41

Black History
St. John’s Cemetery is the burial ground to more than 250 African Americans.  The

exact number is difficult to determine for various reasons including:
• The Priest did not record the burial for many of the same reasons stated before,
e.g., forgetfulness, epidemics, etc.
• The race of the deceased was not entered in the records.  This occurred
especially in later years.

As mentioned in the introduction, burial locations for Catholics, including Black Catholics,
would have been: the Novitiate Graveyard – all these graves were moved to the present St.
John’s Cemetery about 1902; St. John’s Cemetery located between Third an d Fourth
Streets: and the Novitiate property on Church Street where the present Third Street
intersects as indicated on old city maps.  Whether this last site was ever used or was used
exclusively for Black is not known.  In addition, during the time of slavery, burials for Blacks
could have been in cemeteries reserved for Blacks on their owners land.

Many of the Catholic English families moving to Frederick County from Southern
Maryland during the last half of the 18th century had slaves and a great proportion of them
were Catholic.  Their instruction in religious matter was of great importance to the priests
assigned to Frederick.  It is known that the Jesuits and other priests in Maryland did own
slaves during the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries.  A book by Edwin Warfield Beitzell entitled
“The Jesuit Missions of St. Mary’s County, Maryland” records some interesting discus-
sions on the “Jesuit Negroes”.  One priest recounts the following story: In the Jesuit Order,
the phrase “One of Ours” is often used to express membership in the religious community.
At one of the Jesuit residences there was a colored porter of many years service.  When-
ever a stranger would come to the door, he would invariable report, “He ain’t One of Ours”.

From the book “John Dubois: Founding Father” by Rev. Richard Shaw, about Father
Dubois the founder of Mount St. Mary’s College and Seminary and pastor in Frederick
from 1794 to 1806, he wrote that Father Dubois became acculturated not only as an Ameri-
can but as a Southern American.  He would eventually own slaves.  Nevertheless, he saw
the slaves as part of his missionary responsibility.  Visiting plantations and farms, he care-
fully instructed the slaves and listened to their catechism lessons.  Concentrating on per-
sons rather that systems, Dubois saw slaves as individuals with rights.  The only time
Father Dubois used his political connections for any personal advantage was on behalf of
a slave awaiting execution in Virginia for having killed his master.  In 1802, as pastor in
Frederick, Father Dubois wrote James Monroe, then Governor of Virginia, appealing to the
same sense of kindness which prompted him to take in a refugee priest (Father Dubois
had tutored Monroe’s children) “I know too well of your benevolent disposition to hesitate a
moment to solicit your executive interference in a case where both justice and humanity
claim it.”  The slave, Jack Neale, a blacksmith, had been sold from one master to another,
separating him from his wife and children.  Dubois wrote “It is generally reported that the
fellow had already paid tow hundred dollars toward his freedom to his master and would
have paid the whole had not people abused his being a black man to keep him out of his
money.”  The owner had betrayed his trust and sold him to a man heading for Spanish
territory.  Dubois added: “the idea of being torn thus from his wife and children and from his
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native country drove the poor man to despair.”  Neale was a powerful man and had broken
the chains which held his wrists while he was being transported.  A stronger chain with an
iron hook wrapped around his body replaced the first chain and he was dragged as far as
the Ohio.  Dubois continued, “An opportunity having offered in the boat, Jack, in defense of
his natural rights executed his threats and killed his tyrant...  When he and his fellow slaves
were taken up he cleared the others immediately and declared that he was the guilty man.”
Dubois couched his plea in the language of the revolution which Monroe claimed as his
own philosophy and asked “whether the law has the right to punish a murder committed in
defense of a right which no one could lawfully rob him of.”  Unfortunately, no records in the
Virginia State of Archives indicate whether Father Dubois was successful in his plea.

Richard and Stephenie Johnson married October 16,
2015 by Pastor Reverend C. M. Langston at Saint
James A.M.E., Bartonsville Road, Frederick, MD.

Lisa Laverne Bowie and
Blair Anthony Hoy
will be married on May 21, 2016.

Genesis King received another Achievement Award
from North Frederick Elementary School.  She is
currently in Kindergarten and is looking forward to
entering First Grade in the fall.
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Birthday party given on February 27, 2016, for Lt. Charles Lancaster, age 97, by the
Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club.  Lt. Lancaster was a Buffalo Soldier during World
War II.  The Lancaster family was most appreciative for the celebration given by the
club.

Col. Charles McGee, a Tuskege Airman, visited Frederick in February.
Members of the St. James A.M.E. Church visited with him.
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From “Burial Records, St. John the Evangelist Church, Frederick, MD, From 1779
through December 31, 2000”, pages 36 - 41

The following are some of the observations made by Father McElroy, pastor form 1822
to 1845, on the “colored” members of his congregation:

From a paper entitled “This Was Frederick” form the Georgetown archive:

He (Father McElroy) may have occasion to praise the colored members of the
Congregation for the Fair which they recently run for the support of the church, or praise
them for their uniformly good behavior during their Sodality meetings.

From the Woodstock Letters provided by the Midwest Jesuit Archives on the church at
Petersville - St. Mary’s:

The land for the church was given by Mr. West, a Protestant gentleman.  A few years ago
the old log building was enlarged.  The colored people form the larger portion of the
congregation, and what may seem strange to those who look on this class of people as
dull and uninstructed, have the choir to themselves and sing very fair music at Mass on
Sundays.  Of late years, a great deal has been done for the religious instruction of the
colored children by the heroic self-devotion of a young lady who, though wealthy and
admired by the world, has given herself entirely to this good work.

From the Woodstock Letter on the life of Father McElroy from the Maryland Jesuit
Province:

He (Father McElroy) had no work of criticism either for the “peculiar Institution” (slavery) or
their masters.  And even while pastor of St. John’s at Frederick, Maryland and of the ad-
joining mission stations, although he notes with joy the conversion to the Catholic Church
of slave and their obvious happiness at being received, he in no way allows us an insight
into his own personal reaction to slavery.

1822 - Sally, a colored woman about 17, belonging to Mr. Key (Francis Scott)...Baptized
her conditionally, heard her confession and gave her Extreme Unction...Died next day.  I
buried her in our ground (St. John’s Cemetery) at which about 400 colored and other
persons attended.

1823 - Edward Smith, colored man about 20 years old - called about noon - The Presbyte-
rian Parson had been with him, but Smith was not satisfied with him - sent for me - I
confessed and baptized him and administered Holy Communion.  He died before I left the
house.

52



From the same source as above as an Army Chaplain in 1846 en route to the Mexican
American War:

June 14 - Stopped to take on wood from a farm with over 200 slaves.  They were well
treated and comfortable lodged.  Their cabins are neat.  They cut wood for river boats at
$1.50 a cord.  The master gives them 62.5 cents - they earn between $3 to $4 a week  I
met an old negro woman perhaps a hundred years of age and asked her if she knew
anything about religion.  She replied “to be sure - I know my Jesus made me: me to him,
him to me.”  This seemed to be all her creed and she repeated it over and over again with
great animation.

From The Story of the Mountain, Vol. 1, an incident recorded by James McSherry, historian
of Maryland and an 1838 graduate of Mount St. Mary’s, in a letter to a New York paper
dated May 3, 1945, described the First Communion at Father McElroy’s Church of St.
John’s in Frederick, Maryland.

“There was about seventy young persons who had the inestimable happiness of approaching
the Holy Sacrament for the first time and the converts, some of whom, if not all, were
baptized the evening previous.  The students of St. John’s Literary Institution first pro-
ceeded to the communion rail, and here occurred one of those little incidents which mark
the spirit of the Church and the equality of all human souls in her eyes.  There were some
half a dozen or more colored boys, slaves, prepared for their first communion.  As the
students proceeded first to the railing they went to the extreme left when an open space
remained on the right. Which was soon occupied by the negroes, who humbly remained
kneeling in their pews until directed to proceed by a motion of one of the officiating priests.
Thus the poor, lowly slave received first into his bosom Him before all men are equal....this
little incident reminds me forcibly of the expression of Bancroft on a similar occasion:
“Beautiful testimony to the equality of the human race: The very Body and Blood of Our
Lord, all that the Church offered to the princes and nobles of the European world, was
shared by the humblest of the savage neophytes.”

In his book “200 Years...A History of the Catholic Community of Frederick Valley”, Thomas
R. Bevan includes the following excerpts taken form Grove’s histoyr of Carrollton Manor by
William J. Grove:

Some years after the church was built, the beautiful alter was donated by a saintly black
Catholic, John Belt, in memory of his good wife.

Families made many sacrifices to attent church and it often meant a day’s travel.  The old
colored members deserve special mention for it usually fell to their lot to walk
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
onNovember 28, 1998.
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Reprinted with the permission of The Frederick Magazine as published in February, 1992.
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Mother
According to Wikipedia, each language has a word for
Mother.  Here are some of the words used around the
world for Mother.

In American English other common words for mother
are “Mom”, “Mommy”, “Momma” and “Ma”.

In British English, “Mum”, and “Mummy” are used
instead of the American words.  In the North of
England it is “Mam”.

In Australian English, “Mum”, “Mother”, and “Mother
dearest” are used.

In Indonesia, “Ibu”, “Emak”, and “Bunda”.  “Madre is
Mother in Spanish.  “Mamma” or “Mor” is Mother in
Norwegian.  “Mater” is Mother in Latin.    “Mutter” is
Mother in German an d “Mat” is Mother in Russian.

In all languages, Mother is a very speical person in all
of our lives.
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Two Missionary Baptist Churches
There are two Missionary Baptist Churches in the Frederick County region.  One is

the Calvary Missionary Baptist Church on Rt. 144 in Ridgeville, the Rev. Billy Dykes being
the newly appointed pastor.

The other, the First Missionary Baptist Church at 141 West All Saints Street,
Frederick, is one of the city’s oldest churches, dating back to April, 1773.  Little is known of
this church’s beginnings, other than that it predates the Revolutionary War.  There have
been a number of outstanding ministers, however.

One of the most notable, the Rev. J.W. Townes, was pastor of the church for 34
years (1903-1937).  It was under the able leadership of Rev. Thomas J. Houston, who
served as pastor from 1949 through 1956, that the church was remodeled and took on its
present appearance.  Under the Rev. Thomas J. Andrews, who has been the church’s
spiritual leader since 1965, a baptismal pool has been installed.  The kitchen, lower
auditorium, and parsonage have been remodeled, and many new pieces of church
furniture and equipment have been added.

The church is an active supporter of the Maryland Baptist Aged Home; the United
Maryland Baptist Convention, and local charitable organizations in Frederick County.  A
special series of sermons is planned for various Sundays of the year to commemorate the
Bicentennial.

A Grand Promenade
A grand promenade under the auspices of the members and for the benefit of the

First Baptist Church Colored, of this city, will be held tonight at Grolf House.  A dancing
picnic will be held in the Grove of J.J. Funk, at Hemburg, this county, on Saturday, July
28th, dancing from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.  The committee in charge are J.J. Funk, William F.
Hopper, F.F. Gaver and William H. Gilbert.

At the Rink
An entertainment will be given at the Rink this evening under the auspices of the

Colored Baptist Church.

At the Rink
The entertainment held at the rink, East Patrick Street, last evening under the  aus-

pices of the colored Baptist church, All Saints Street was attended by several hundred
persons and was financially a success.  Jenkins’ Cornet Band furnished music for the
occasion.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on July 21, 1888.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on December 23, 1975.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on May 6, 1890.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on May 7, 1890.
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Mrs. Elizabeth Sands
Mrs. Elizabeth Sands, of Baltimore, died Sunday morning, aged 101 years and 5

months.  Mrs. Sands had lived in that city for 99 years; her grandfather was Cuthbert
Warner, the first clock maker of Maryland.  She leaves 15 grandchildren and 48 great
grand children.  Her funeral took place this afternoon from the First Baptist church.

News of the Churches
Rev. William M. Fields preached yesterday in the First Baptist Church, from Ephesians

5-6 “Warning of our path.”  His evening text was from II Corinthians, 5-17, “the Christian’s
Armor.”  The Sunday school connected with this church will hold their annual picnic at
Island Park, August 18th.  At the M.E. Church yesterday on account of the absence of Mr.
Gill, the pulpit was occupied both morning and evening by the Rev. W.T. Thompson, of
Washington, who preached two excellent sermons, which were listened to and
appreciated very much by a large congregation.  His morning text was Matthew 5-16, “Let
you light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.”  His evening text was Paul’s letter to Philemon.  Services for the week
will be as usual.

Union Service
Union services will be held at Quinn A.M.E. Church tomorrow.  In the morning the

congregation of the First Baptist church, colored, will participate.  The sermon will be
delivered by the Rev. Fields, and the choir of that church will also participate.  In the
afternoon the Asbury M.E. Church will take part in the services.  The Rev. Lawson will
deliver the sermon.  The choir of this church will also take part in the exercises.  At night,
Rev. Young will deliver a sermon to the order of Chaldeans.

The Census Bulletin
The census bulletin for May in its church statistics says: In Frederick there is one

colored Baptist church with a seating capacity of 250.  The property is valued at $2,000
and there are 17 communicant members.  Among the United Brethren in this county there
are 14 congregations and as many church building, with a seating capacity of 3,700.  The
property is valued at $31,250, and has 977 communicants.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on August 4, 1890.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on APRIL 22, 1893.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on August 15, 1892.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on July 3, 1893.

65



Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on September 1, 1893.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on February 11, 1899.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on July 20, 1911.

Brief Bits
The colored Baptist Church of this city held their picnic in Cronise’s wood yesterday.

About 125 persons were present.  The colored folks held a dance at Groff Bail last night.

An Elocution Entertainment
Miss Ninceto Johnson, the Girl Elocutionist of Maryland, made her first appearance

before a Frederick audience last night at the First Baptist Church colored.  The audience
was very appreciative and Miss Johnson scored a big hit.

Mentioning of Interest of Local and General Nature Worth Reading
Repairs are being made to the steps in front of the Evangelical Reformed Church,

West Church Street.  A new pavement has been laid in front of the colored Baptist Church
on All Saints’ Street.  The parsonage adjoining the church has also been repainted.

Mrs. Jamie P. Hughes
The funeral of Mrs. Jamie P. Hughes colored will be held Wednesday afternoon at

the Baptist Church at two o’clock.  Burial will be in Fairview Cemetery.  Albert V. Dixon
funeral director.

Anniversary Ends - Concluding Service is Held at First Baptist Church
The 13th anniversary observance of the organization of the congregation of the

First Baptist Church, Rev. William C. Royal pastor, which began Sunday afternoon,
concluded Monday evening with the interesting fellowship service, followed by a social
hour at which refreshment were served.  The final offering together with that of the first day
totaled slightly more than the goal of $600.

The service began with an organ prelude followed by a hymn and prayer by Rev.
Ralph E. Hartman, pastor of Grace and Evangelical Reform Church and president of the
Frederick County Ministerial Association.  Selections were then given by the Bartonsville
colored quartet.

“Why was Jesus Baptized?”
Sunday, morning, 11:00 am at The First Baptist Church

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on may 29, 1929.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on Febreary 12, 1935.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on March 19, 1938.
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Upcoming Genealogy Workshop at Frederick County Public Libraries
Tracing Your Roots Back to Africa:: A Primer Course

Saturday, June 4, 2016  •  11 am - 5 pm
C. Burr Artz Public Library

110 East Patrick Street •Frederick, MD 21701

Michael Twitty, noted Maryland culinary historian, will be offering his genealogy
workshop.  This half-day workshop will be free, courtesy of FCPL’s partnership with the
NPS to celebrate the National Park Service Centennial.

Michael is a cultural historian and the creator of Afroculinary, the first blog devoted
to African American historic foodways and their legacy.  He has been honored by First We
Feast.com as one of twenty greatest food bloggers of all time, and named one of “Fifty
People Changing the South: by Southern Living and one of the “Five Cheftavists to Watch”
by TakePart.com.

Widely acclaimed for interpreting the experience of enslave African Americans
through food and its preparation, among others he has spoken at Yale, Oxford, and
Carnegie Mellon Universities, Thomas Jefferson’s Montecello and Colonial Williamsburg,
and the Smithsonian Folklife Festival.

History
These three were proud that these three churches are still with us.  Pastors have

come and gone but the spiritual life is stronger than ever.  We had three grocery stores:
Hunt Cambell, Nicholas and Edith Leakins, and Herbert Fredericks.  All three stores were
on West All Saints Street.  Leakins store originated from Phebus Avenue.  Fresh meat was
the only item not sold in these stores.  A shoe repair shop and shoeshine parlor was
owned by Eliza Ball. He did a thriving business.

There was one pastor that will always stand out in my memory besides the Rev.
Ezra Williams (father of them all).  It was the Baptist minister who lived on West All Saints
Street but pastored a church in Virginia.  The Rev. Ruben Nickens was a walking wealth of
knowledge.  I loved to talk to him and he always loved to talk about the greatest book of all,
The Holy Bible.  He reached out all the time  to people with an open heart.  He probably
could walk with a king and not out of place.  He was a man that was proud of his race.

Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on February 20, 1987.
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Did you know that the Golden Corral Restaurant, not only has good food, but it has a
picture gallery of old Frederick photos.  Here is a sample.  Drop in and see the other
photos.
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Year of the Black Man
Reginald F. Lewis Museum

830 East Pratt Street  •  Baltimore, MD 21202
443.263.1800

New Exhibition: Question Bridge: Black Males
April 28 - September 30, 2016

This video installation probes black men as they ask and answer provocative
questions to reach each other such as, “Why am I a traitor for dating outside of my
race?’, and “What’s your greatest fear?”

4th Annual African American Children’s Book Fair
Saturday, May 14, 12-4 pm

A Youth Perspective on the Uprising
April 16 - August 28, 2016

Please contact the museum for up to date programs
www.LewisMuseum.org
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Rev. Richard S. McNair, new Pastor of St. James AME

Richard Sinclair McNair, Jr. is the oldest of three sons of the late Richard S. McNair,
Sr. and Rose M. McNair.  He was born in Southern Pines, North Carolina and was reared
in Washington, DC.  He is a product of the DC public school system where he graduated
form Spingarn High School.  While enrolled at Spingarn, he was selected by the United
States Post Office to participate in a work scholarship program.  Upon graduation, Richard
enlisted into the US Army where he completed his basic training at Fort Bragg, NC and
carpentry school at Fort Leonard Wood, MO.  After completing this training, he was
deployed to Vietnam and assigned to the Engineer Corps where he rose to the rank of
Sergeant.  While stationed in Vietnam, he served as a demolition/explosive specialist and
a combat construction foreman.  After serving 19 months in Vietnam, he returned
stateside an d was stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas and assigned to the 1st Infantry
Division stateside and in Europe

When Richard left the military, he immediately returned to the newly formed US
Postal Service and also enrolled at Howard University  and later at The George
Washington University.  He later returned to the military by joining the Army Reserves and
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was selected for the Officer’s Candidate School (OCS) from which he was later
commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Adjutant General Corps.

Later, he was assigned to the Corps of Engineers and advanced to the position of
Chief, Resources Management Division within the Facilities Engineer Directorate which
has the responsibility of managing the real estate property of the US Army.

Richard holds a Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) in Marketing form The
George Washington University and a Masters of Divinity (MDIV) degree from the Howard
University School of Divinity.  He was a member of the Metropolitan AME, Washington, DC
(The Cathedral of African Methodism) and there received and acknowledged his call to the
ministry of spreading God’s Gospel messasge.  He served on the ministerial staffs as
associate and assistant Pastor.  He also served as associate pastor of the Calvary AME
Church, Mt. Rainer, MD.  He received his ordination as Deacon in the AME Church in April
2000, and received his ordination as Elder in April 2002.  At the April 2003 Washington
Annual Confere3nce he was appointed as the Pastor of Ebenezer AME (Charlotte Hall),
Mechanicsville, MD, one of the oldest AME churches in the Washington Conference and
one of the oldest Black Churches in the State of Maryland.  Ebenezer is celebrating over
210 years of serving God, this year.  In September 2011 he was appointed as the Pastor of
Wayman Memorial AME Church in Baltimore, MD.

Currently retired after a 41 year career as a Manager of Customer Services in
Alexandria, VA with the US Postal Service, he is married to the lovely and charming Deirdre
Mill (MacNair) of North Charleston, SC and they reside in Bowie, MD.  He is also the
coordinator for the Sons of Allen (2nd African Methodist Episcopal District).  In addition, he
is the Chaplain for the Potomac District Church School Council.  He is proud and
privileged to be a child of the King and is joyous that he is blessed, blessed and blessed...and
not necessarily in that order.
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History of Old Mills Given at Seminar of Society
The Frederick County Historical Society, Inc., held a seminar Tuesday on “The Mills

of Frederick Town” at the society’s home on West Patrick Street.  President Joseph W.
Urner presided.

An abstract of the seminar is as follows:
There were four kinds of mills in Frederick County: paper mills, woolen mills, lin-

seed oil mills and grist mills.  There were 185 grist mill in the County.  Frederick Town had
only grist mills, on others.

The first grist mill in Frederick Town was located on West Patrick Street on a lot
owned by Jacob Schmitt where he kept a hotel, according to Scharf’s History, which also
mentioned the flour mill built in 1790 by Ramsburg and Bentz which was bought in 1848 by
Mr. Lewis Brunner and was later owned by the Mealeys.  This mill was located near the
swinging bridge across Carroll creek on North Bentz Street.  It was called the Town Mill
and had a dwelling attached to it.  Three generations of Ramsburgs owned it.  It was sold
to them in 1798 by Jacob Bentz who had acquired the land from the  Commissioners who
had confiscated it from Tories during the Revolution.

The mill was sold to William E. Hoffman in April, 1836.  The house was occupied by
his managers, Joseph Webb, a Quaker and Henry Robinson.  Lewis Brunner rented the
mill and then bought it.  His family moved into the dwelling.  The mill’s last owner was N. M.
Zent.  The mill and the swinging bridge ware rased about 1923.

There was another mill built later which operated until about 1936.  This building still
stands on the south side of Carroll Creek on South Carroll Street next to the B&O freight
station.  It is now the property of Dietrich and Gambrill, Inc.

The Araby Mill at Frederick Junction was built in 1830 by Col. J. McPherson and
sold to James Gambrill in 1856.  The mill had two buildings in 1882 and was run by over-
shot water wheels of 30 horse power each.  Sixty barrels of flour per day were produced by
the mill and six or eight coopers.

Sometime later Mr. Dietrich purchased the mill and the name was changed to The
Mountain City Mill and a new building was erected after a spectacular fire which maybe
well remembered.  Modern machinery driven by electricity was installed and produced
300,000 barrels of flour a year.  They processed hard western wheat brought to them by
the B&O and carried, after the milling, to bakers in Philadelphia on a single freight charge.
Eastern wheat is softer than western and not as advantageous for baking pastries, cakes
and crackers.

The price of bran removed from the wheat was so low that the mill turned it loose in
the race and fed hungry fish.  Many local persons remember catching suckers and fish in
the raceway where they were attracted by the free food.

An old time buhr mill still operates on pipe Creek near Middleburg and turns out
superior corn meal.  Mr. Crouse is the owner.

One of the oldest mills in Frederick County was in Buckeystown and was built be-
fore 1792 and was originally owned by Theodore Delaplaine.  Another old mill, pre-revolu-
tionary, was located on Conococheague Creek.  Its flour was sent to Boston.  Miss Edith
Miller, a descendant of John Stull, the owner, showed a picture of this mill.  Mrs. Denmead
Kolb also showed a pencil picture of the Old Town Mill which her ancestors had operated.
The picture was made by a penniless artist who stumbled half frozen into the mill one
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winter night and was allowed to warm up and be fed.  After his sleep he arose and drew
this picture of the mill and presented it to the owner in thanks.  Another news item about
the Town Mill is that it was the first place to have a public bath house.  The charge was 25¢
per person.  It is assumed that in the summer the mill made more money form renting the
bath than from grinding wheat.

One reason for the start of the family name Miller is that the operators of the grist
mills were well-known as “millers” by the flour on their clothes, hair, faces, hands and
shoes.  A “Dusty Miller” is an old term for these people.  It more recently has been trans-
ferred to a trout fly.  The real “Dusty Miller” is a worker and the trout fly “Dusty Miller” is just
bait.

The next seminar of the Society will be help on May 15 and the subject will be “The
Foundries of Frederick Town.”
Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on April 21, 1956.

A picture of the Bentz Street Mill.  This picture and other picture of Frederick are located
at The Golden Corral.

Remember Chris Haley?  Well, Belva has a video of one of his performances.
Contact her if you would like to see the video.
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Reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall Family LLC as published
on May 8, 2006

We Wear the Mask

We wear the mask that grins and lies,
It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes, –
This debt we pay to human guile;
With torn and bleeding hears we smile,
And mouth with myriad subtleties.

Why should the world be overwise,
In counting all our tears and sighs?
Nay, let them only see us, while
   We wear the mask.

We smile, but, O great Christ, our cries
To Thee from tortured souls arise.
We sing, but oh, the clay is vile
Beneath our feet, and long the mile;
But let the world dream otherwise,
   We wear the mask.

Paul Laurence Dunbar
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986

1540 The second settler in Alabama was Black.  He accompanied DeSoto’s expedition.

1565 Blacks were among the group that founded St. Augustine, Florida.

1619 Twenty Blacks brought to Jamestown, Virginia, on a Dutch ship, as indentured
servants.

1624 The first Black child born and baptized in the English Colonies was William
Tucker.

1641 Massachusetts was the first colony to recognize slavery as a legal institution.
Connecticut followed in 1650.  Virginia, 1661; Maryland, 1663; New York and new
Jersey, 1664; South Carolina, 1682; Rhode Island and Pennsylvania, 1700; North
Carolina, 1715; George, 1750.

1645 Voyage of the Rainbowe, first American slave ship.

1663 First major slave revolt, Gloucester, Virginia.

1670 The state of Virginia declared it unlawful for Black to buy White people.  Blacks
bought so many White people in large numbers in Louisiana that they made a law
which was the same in effect in 1818.

1688 Quakers of Germantown, Pennsylvania made the first formal protest against
slavery in the western Hemisphere.

1712 Slaves revolted in New York City.  Pennsylvania passed the first legislation to
prevent importation of slaves.

1733 Samuel Sewell published The Selling of Joseph - the first anti-slavery tract to
appear in the colonies.

1739 Slave revolt in Stono, South Carolina.

1741 Slave revolt in New York City.

1745 A trading post which became Chicago was established by Jean Baptiste Du
Sable.  He is often referred to as the founder of Chicago.

To be continued
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Little Children Blow Your Trumpets, Family history of Alice Frazier Bouldin 1812 - 1965
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The Baltimore Touchdown Club recognized
Rodney Dorsey,

wide receiver at Tuscarora High School,
as a top high school football players
in the Baltimore metropolitan area..
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The Washington DC singers presented an Annual Afternoon with Mon & Dad on Saturday,
May 21, 2016 at the Jefferson Ruritan Fire Hall.  Kevin Brown was the Master of
Ceremonies, Janice Williams did The Welcome, and Pastor Thomas Smith gave the  blessing
and read from the scriptures.

The members of the Washington DC Group are:

Clyde Williams Lead Guitar and Vocals
Harold Williams Bass Guitar
Thomas “Jr” Howard Drum
Leon White Drum
Willie Cody Vocals
Estee Hyman Vocals
Lucky Pierre Vocals
Kern Blanchard 2nd Guitar
John Hyman Emcee

I Dream a World
I dream a world where man
Not other will scorn,
Where love will bless the earth
And peace its paths adorn.
I dream a world where all
Will know sweet freedom’s way,
Where greed no longer saps the soul
Nor avarice blights our day.
A world I dream where black or white,
Whatever race you be,
Will share the bounties of the earth
And every man is free,
Where wretchedness will hang its head,
And joy, like a pearl,
Attend the needs of all mankind.
Of such I dream –
Our world!

Langston Hughes
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Belva’s
Museum Artifacts

The news articles are about
 Frederick History

All items reprinted with the permission of the Frederick News-Post and Randall
Family LLC.  Typeset by Sir Speedy Printing, 316 East Church Street, Frederick, MD 21701

Biker Safety Day

Black Facts

Fraizer Family Photos

Black Remains and Site C

East Street Residents

August 2016
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Celebrating Gospel Music
August 13th    1:00 pm

Shab Row, 315 East Church Street

Reverend H. CarltonTalley
United Hearts Christian Community Church

Silver Spring, MD

Vocal Accompaniment
by

United Earth Christ Chruch Choir

and

Other Choir Groups and Frederick Gospel Singers

Please contact Belva King at (301) 662-9035 for more information

All are Welcomed to enjoy this Celebration

Bring a Chair and Enjoy Gospel
Door Prize

Food
Beverage

Video of Shab Row
Share Stories of Shab Row

We are asking for donations for children going back to school this fall.
Please bring your donation to the celebration or

send your donation to Belva King at 805 Stratford Way
Apartment D, Frederick, MD 21701

In case of rain, the celebration will be help at the Junior Fire Company
535 North Market Street, Frederick, MD 21701
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Biker Safety Day
May 15, 2016

at
St. James African Methodist Church

Rev. Richard McNair, Pastor
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Motorcyclists Should Be Seen And Not Hurt
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Afro-American History: Blueprint for Survival
produced by the NAACP Department of Education

Black Facts: 1540 - 1986

1750 Blacks participated in the founding of Los Angeles, California.

1754 Benjamin Banneker, first Black astronomer, is credited with making the first clock
to strike the hour.  People came from miles aroung to see and hear it sound the
hours. President George Washington appointed him to the Capitol Commission in
Washington.  It was here that he helped draw up the plans for the City of Wash-
ington, DC.  For some reason the plans came up missing, and he drew them
again totally from memory, to the astonishment of his Associates.

1758 The first Black college graduate in the Western Hemisphere was Frances
Willams.

1770 Crispus Attacks, martyr of the Revolutionary War, escaped from his master in
Farmington, Massachusetts and was the first of five men killed in the Boston
Massacre.

1773 Massachusetts slaves petitioned state legislature for their freedom.

1774 The continental Congress agreed to import no more slaves.

1775 First abolition society in the United States organized in Philadelphia.

Black soldiers participated in the battles of Lexington, Concord and Bunker Hill.

1776 Declaration of Independence adopted without any statement on abolition of the
slave trade.

Continental Congress approved Washington’s action permitting free Blacks to
enlist in the Revolutionary Army.

The Mason Dixon line was surveyed to separate Maryland from Pennsylvania
and later separated Free Slave State.

1777 Seven hundred Black men distinguished themselves in the battle of Monmouth.
A Black soldier captured Major Prescott of the British army at Newport.

Vermont was the first state to abolish slavery.  By 1783, slavery was prohibited in
Massachusetts and New Hampshire; Pennsylvania provided gradual emancipa-
tion in 1780; Rhode Island and Connecticut banned slavery in 1784; New York
partially banned slavery in 1799; New Jersey eliminated slavery in 1804.

To be continued.
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Little Children Blow Your Trumpets, Family history of Alice Frazier Bouldin 1812 - 1965
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Wm. Brown, an old and well known colored resident of this city, died at his home in Klinehart’s
ally on Saturday afternoon, about 1 o’clock, after a sickness of about one year.  Deceased
was about 77 years of age.  The funeral will take place tomorrow afternoon at 3 o’clock.
Services will be held in Quinn’s Chapel and interment will be made in Greenmount
Cemetery.
April 28, 1894

The funeral of Mrs. Lydia Brown took place yesterday afternoon at 1:30 o’clock.  Services
were held at Quinn A.M.E. Church.  Rev. C. M-Murry officiated, assisted by Revs. A.D.
Holder, of Washington, W.H. Chews, of Petersville, and George D. Pinkney and Nicholas
Gasoway, of this city.  The bearers were John McCormick, Charles Barnes and Charles H.
Smith, of the Kazarite Order, and Thomas H. Hall, William Downs and Hiram Keys, of Star
Chapter.  Interment was made at A.T. Rice & Sons were the funeral directors.
January 8, 1900

Miss Lydia A. Stone died this morning of heart disease at the residence of Charles W.
Heimes, at Feagaville.  She was aged 55 years 7 months and 29 days.  The funeral will
take place on Friday morning from Mt. Zion Lutheran Church; Interment in the graveyard
adjoining.
June 13, 1884
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1868 Flood in Frederick.  Picture, located at the Golden Corral Restaurant, shows West
Patrick Street.

Phoebe Chaney Dorsey was born in 1923 so she is 93 years
young!  She was born in Clarksburg, MD and has a brother
Henry Chaney, age 96.  Phoebe lived her life in Montgomery
County, MD but now lives with her son-in-law in
Walkersville, MD.

She has a daughter, grand daughter and two great grand
daughters, ages 7 and 9.
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Selective Service registration card for Walter Spencer Bowie.  Mr. Bowie was born in
1892 in Bartonsville, MD and died in 1979.  He registered in 1942 and at that time he
worked at the McCrory’s Store on North Market Street.
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This is a listing of residents on East Street as listed in Kiewin’s Frederick City
Directory, 1928-1929

East side of East Street going north from
Patrick Street .
4-6 Everedy Company
8 August Mehrling
8 Nicholas stull
10 Martin L. Firestone
12 Eliza Rhodes
14 Frank F. Treich
16 Mrs. Honora O’Connell
18 Mrs Eliza Lewis
20 Harrison Conley
22 Peter M. Eader

East Church Street Intersection

24 Unfinished
28 Laura Edwards
28 John O. jackson
28 Mrs Sophie North
30 Urias Jones
30 William Stanton
30 Howard Sands
32 John Cartnail
32 Martha Hill
34 Charles Dawson
34 Charles Stanton
36 William Hill
38 William Craig
38 Kate Brown
40 Edward Thomas
40 lloyd Cole
42 William Cole
44 Charles H. Onley
44 Mrs Mary Onley
46 Alexander Nolan
48 Henry Coates
50 Mrs mary Douglas
52 Julius Caesar
54 Hiram Key
56 Frank Beander
58 William Mitchell
58 Mrs Harriet Brighton
62 Luther M. Stone

East Second Street Intersection

John E. Sifford

East Third Street Intersection

West side of East Street going north from
Patrick Street .
11 PRR Freight Depot
11 PRR Passenger Depot

East Church Street Intersection

John F. Frerie
29 George W. Johnson
31 Jefferson Robinson
33 William Taylor
35 John Onley
35 Madison G. Lee
37 Vincent Beena
39 John Hill
41 Cato Cogar

Frederick City Shoe Manufacturing
Company

East Second Street Intersection

Solt & Brown

East Third Street Intersection
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Edna Bowie Dykes
report card from Storer
College, Harpers
Ferry,West Virginia
1919-1922 and 1928.

She took classes in
many subject such as
music, bible studies,
English history,
ecomonics, astronomy
French,  geology and
teaching.

She  taught third grade
in Lincoln Elementary
School for many years.
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US Park Service website
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Shab Row Reunion at the Golden Corral Restaurant in the early 2000s.
Contact Belva if you would like to purchase an 8.5 x 11 full color print

of this picture for $15
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